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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES CORRECTED (May 22, 2012) 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012, 5:00 P.M. 

CITY HALL, ROOM 416, SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102 

 

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS:  Commissioners Matt Tuchow (President), Ruth Gravanis (Vice-

President), Angelo King, Alan Mok, Heather Stephenson and Johanna Wald 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Public comment will be taken before the Commission takes action on any item. 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call.  The Commission on the Environment meeting convened at 5:14 p.m.  

Present:  Commissioners Tuchow, Gravanis, King, Mok, Stephenson, and Wald. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of the November 22, 2011Commission on the Environment Meeting. 

(Explanatory Document: November 22, 2011Draft and Approved Minutes) (Discussion and Action)  

Upon Motion by Commissioner Gravanis, second by Commissioner Mok, the November 22, 2011 

Meeting Minutes were approved without objection (AYES:  Commissioners Tuchow, Gravanis, 

King, Mok, Stephenson and Wald).   

 

3. Public Comments:  Members of the public may address the Commission on matters that are within 

the Commission’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s agenda.   

 

Ms. Lurilla Harris requested that she be added to the Department’s brown bag events agenda 

mailing list and inquired about the status of the program.  Director Nutter reported that the brown 

bag events will be restarting in February of this year with a presentation by Ms. Dorka Keehn, 

author of Eco Amazons and confirmed that Ms. Harris would be added to the mailing list.    

 

Mr. David Pilpel announced that he is a newly-appointed member of the San Francisco Public 

Utilities Commission Citizens Advisory Committee.  He spoke of his participation in public meetings 

held on the 2012 Revised Reduced Risk Pesticide List and urged the Commission to approve the 

list as well as the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget and 2011 Commission Annual Report.  He 
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commended Mr. Jesse Woltjer on his work on the Department’s website redesign project and 

thanked the Commission for their good work.  

 

4. Resolution approving the Department of the Environment’s Integrated Pest Management 2012 

Reduced Risk Pesticide List.  Sponsor: Melanie Nutter, Director; Speaker: Chris Geiger, PhD., Green 

Purchasing Program Manager (Explanatory Documents:  2012 Reduced Risk Pesticide List, Draft 

and Approved Resolution File 2012-01-COE) (Discussion and Action) 

 

Dr. Chris Geiger reported on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Ordinance requirements to hold 

an annual public hearing to review modifications to the previous year’s Reduced Risk Pesticide 

List, and for the Commission to approve a revised list for the ensuing calendar year.  He reported 

on the work session that was held on November 2, 2011 between the IPM Technical Advisory 

Committee and City stakeholders to identify the safest product alternatives for use in the 

management of City properties.  A public hearing was held on January 17, 2012 that was well 

attended by members of the public who expressed an interest in the Natural Areas Program 

under the Recreation and Park Department and that Department’s use of herbicides in controlling 

invasive species in Glen Canyon in particular. concern about the use of herbicides in controlling 

invasive species in park lands, in particular Glen Park.  The list modifications resulted from these 

discussions and background screenings on use of products.   

 

Dr. Geiger provided a summary of products that were added, removed and replaced with safer 

products, the pesticide-hazard tier, use limitation type, and exemptions requested by 

Departments that were either approved or denied.  He explained that the majority of exemptions 

requested were for golf-course use primarily to improve the aesthetics and playability of the field.  

Dr. Geiger announced that the tier system for screening pesticides that is used nationally by the 

United States Green Building Council for selection of products for green buildings is currently being 

reviewed.  LEED credits are issued when IPM practices are added.  Information on the program 

and products can be found at www.sfapproved.org. 

 

Commissioner Tuchow inquired whether there were controversial areas of concern reported.  "Dr. 

Geiger reported that the use of “Garlon” and “Roundup” products to control invasive species in 

park areas is an area of concern by the public and is being addressed." An Environmental Impact 

Report for the Natural Areas Program is in the process of being finalized. 
 

Commissioner Gravanis discussed her concern with exemptions granted to golf courses and the 

PGA’s influence to use these products, especially in Harding Park near Lake Merced.  She 

suggested exploring the use of less harmful substances especially for aesthetic purposes, and 

inquired whether water-quality monitoring is taking place in the lake.  Dr. Geiger reported that the 

Recreation and Park Department is an active participant in the program and is committed to 

reducing pesticide use.  He reported on the PGA contract with Harding Park that requires the 

Recreation and Park Department to maintain the cosmetic and playability perfection of the golf 

course up to PGA standards, which is in conflict with pesticide reduction.  The IPM Plan at Harding 

Park is in the process of being revised and will be reviewed by a third party.  The Public Utilities 

Commission monitors Lake Merced for a variety but not all chemicals used at Harding Park, and 

monitoring results found no adverse outcomes.  

 

Commissioner Stephenson inquired about the length of the contract with PGA and suggested 

revisiting the contract discussions at the time the contract is being negotiated.  Dr. Geiger  
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