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August 16, 2012 

 

To:  Urban Forestry Council 

 

Subject: Juniper and Magnolia Nominations for Landmark Tree Status at 439 Brussels 

 (Block 6047, Lot 026) 

 

Both the Juniperus chinensis ‘Torulosa’ (juniper) and the Magnolia campbellii ‘Alba’ (magnolia) at 

439 Brussels were initiated for landmark tree nomination on behalf of the homeowner, Raymond 

Bozzini, by his son, Robert Bozzini. 

 

Juniperus chinensis ‘Torulosa’ (JUNIPER): 

Per the evaluation reports and discussions at the August 14, 2012 Landmark Tree Committee (LTC) 

meeting, the members opined that the topiary juniper was a common, basically medium-sized, 

roughly 40 years old (per the sponsor), somewhat distinguished-form tree (though topiary junipers 

are seen in many places).  It was found to be in good overall condition, without historical association 

except in relation to the architectural period of the buildings in that area, was determined to have an 

unknown profile in any publication or other media though on the Portola Garden Tour profiled on 

Facebook and contributes partially environmentally to a lower tree density neighborhood.  The 

juniper is not part of an interdependent group of trees, nor an important wildlife habitat nor a wind 

barrier.  It does not act significantly in erosion control being in a planter.  The juniper is visible from 

the public-right-of-way being located at the front wall of the building.  There were mixed opinions 

on whether this area was a high-traffic area.  Most of the LTC members felt that there was a partial 

cultural aspect to the juniper based on it being on the garden tour which showcases the rear garden.  

Most of the LTC members’ evaluations indicate that the juniper did not contribute to the 

neighborhood character though mention was made of the Portola area being the Garden District 

historically.  The juniper was not seen as a prominent landscape feature.  It has a form that is 

growing southward. 

 

The juniper is located along the front wall of the building on the south side property line with a 

portion overhanging the neighbor’s driveway.  There is a letter of support from the Portola Garden 

Tour organizer.  Due to the juniper obstructing the neighbor’s driveway due to its growth, there is a 

concern though through discussion there may be a mutual solution.  Although the LTC members 

think the topiary form is well manicured and of a lovely green hue, the members felt the juniper did 

not make the tree exceptional to meet the high standards of being a potential landmark tree. 

 

Magnolia campbellii ‘Alba’ (MAGNOLIA): 

The LTC members determined that the magnolia that the sponsor stated was purchased at the SF 

Strybing Arboretum more than 30 years ago, as an uncommon species and not of a particularly 

notable size for this species.  The tree is in good condition with no signs of decay and is taken care 

of professionally.  Members opined as to the structure of the tree.  The branching structure exhibits 

many laterals coming together in close proximity to each other.  The thinning of branches appears to 

have been done more to allow light into the lower level plantings for the beautiful rear yard garden 

than for the tree itself.  The root crown was OK.  It was not found to have historical significance, 

with the majority of the members opining that the magnolia is not profiled in a publication or other 

media though it is part of the Portola Garden Tour.  Though mention was made this tree is on 

Facebook, there was no picture of this tree on the website.  The magnolia was seen as one of the 

larger trees in the rear garden but other opinions stated the very dense and striking rear garden as a 

whole lessened the impact of the tree as the prominent tree.  The tree was not seen as particularly 
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key to an interdependent group of trees nor is it visible from the street or in a high-traffic area being 

in the rear yard.  The magnolia is in an area of town, however, that is seen as having low tree density.  

The tree, growing on flat ground, is not mainly functioning to control erosion nor does it act as much 

of a wind break due to the thinned branching and already being somewhat near the rear wall of the 

house.  There are mixed opinions on whether this tree acts as a sound barrier in its form.  There is 

partial cultural appreciation from folks who participate on the Portola Garden Tour and contributes 

somewhat to the neighborhood character being known historically as the Garden District.  Overall, 

the magnolia was not seen as meeting the exceptionally high bar of a landmark tree. 

 

The magnolia is, like the juniper, also located on the south property line.  At the LTC meeting, the 

adjacent property owner raised some issues with both trees in regards to his property rights.  It is 

hoped that there is a workable resolution to both the juniper and magnolia tree issues. 

 

The LTC voted unanimously to not recommend both the juniper and the magnolia for landmark tree 

status, and we forward this to you for your input and decision at the full Council meeting on August 

28, 2012 as currently scheduled. 

 

On behalf of the LTC, I submit this report at the full Council for further hearing on this matter. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Rose Hillson, Chair 

Landmark Tree Committee 

Urban Forestry Council 

 


