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SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PROGRAM 

BROWNFIELDS ASSESSMENT GRANT AWARD 2012 

 

San Francisco Department of the Environment (SFE) is pleased to announce that the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) recently awarded a $400,000 for SFE’s Environmental Justice program to conduct an 

inventory and assessments of brownfields sites in the Bayview Hunters Point (BVHP) community of San 

Francisco.  BVHP is a historically underserved neighborhood burdened with health disparities, high rates of 

unemployment and poverty, substandard housing and blight conditions.  Bayview Hunters Point is also 

disproportionately burdened by environmental pollution from industrial facilities, contaminated sites, and 

mobile sources traveling on nearby freeways.   

 

EPA’s grant support will enable SFE to compile an inventory of brownfield sites, perform assessments of 8 to 

10 properties, and prepare clean up plans.  This work will promote redevelopment of brownfield sites for reuse 

as recreational open spaces and green corridors.  SFE’s brownfields project supports the development of the 

Blue Greenway, a waterfront open space corridor that extends the region’s Bay Trail along the San Francisco’s 

eastern shoreline and southward into the BVHP community.    

 

Local residents, businesses, City agencies and non-profit groups are working together to help develop the Blue 

Greenway.  The Port of San Francisco is serving as the City’s lead agency for the Blue Greenway project and 

making significant waterfront improvements supported by $25 million in bond funds committed by the City.  

San Francisco Park Alliance (SFPA) is a non-profit organization which has organized a Blue Greenway steering 

committee and supporters.  Under an earlier brownfields pilot planning grant provided byEPA, SFPA is now 

completing a survey of brownfield properties in the BVHP area that may be appropriate for redevelopment as 

open spaces linkages for the Blue Greenway.  

 

SFE’s brownfield assessments will leverage the City’s financial commitments to the Blue Greenway and the 

Port’s waterfront improvements in the southeast area of San Franicsco.  SFE will build upon and consider 

additional brownfield sites to expand the inventory list that is being prepared by SFPA.  SFE’s inventory and 

assessments of brownfield sites will provide information necessary for preparing cleanup plans and end use 

planning.  This work ultimately will reduce pollution in BVHP and promote access to its waterfront.  By 

assessing and cleaning up brownfield sites and providing new open spaces and green corridors for physical 

activities such as gardening, walking, hiking and biking, local residents will have greater opportunities to reduce 

chronic diseases such as diabetes and high blood pressure.  EPA’s grant for brownfield assessments will help 

address health inequities and support SFE’s efforts to build a healthy, sustainable community for BVHP 

residents.    

 


