
  Draft - July 2007 

cticesforconstructionfirms.doc 1 SF Environment 

Construction Green Business Checklist 
 
Alternative Pollution Prevention Projects for Materials & Practices (Pick 10) 
[These ideas are in addition to those already on the remodelers checklist.] 
 
 
No. Division Alternative Projects      
 
1 General Buy local materials to reduce shipping. 
 
  Implement a policy of avoiding products in aerosol 

cans where an alternative is readily available. 
 
 
2 Site Compost all cleared & grubbed plants. 
 
  On at least 15% of the company's projects find use on 

site or within City limits for all excavated soils so that 
none is hauled to disposal elsewhere. 

 
  Voluntarily test for PCB content representative 

samples  of caulk and sealants that are removed 
during demolition.  Dispose of these materials as 
hazardous waste when PCBs are found. 

 
  Minimize site runoff by using at least two best 

management practices that are beyond those 
mandated by law.  See: 
<http://sfwater.org/mto_main.cfm/MC_ID/14/MSC_ID/118/MTO_ID/514>. 

 
  Monitor asphalt use and waste amounts on projects.  

Identify and implement ways to reduce this waste by 
at least 5% (by weight). 

 
  Monitor PVC irrigation pipe use and waste amounts 

on projects.  Identify and implement ways to reduce 
this waste by at least 5%. 

 
3 Concrete Employ a reusable concrete form system 
 
  Collect and recycle cut rebar ends. 
 
  Evaluate alternative form release compounds, and 

then use the least toxic one. 
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  Monitor concrete use and waste amounts on projects.  
Identify and implement ways to reduce this waste by 
at least 5%. 

 
 
4 Masonry Monitor brick and cinder block use, and also waste 

amounts on projects.  Identify and implement ways to 
reduce these wastes by at least 5%. 

 
 
5 Metals Use flashing, gutters, and downspouts that minimize 

the release of copper or lead into the environment. 
 
 
6 Wood & Plastics Monitor wood and plastic use, and also waste 

amounts on projects.  Identify and implement ways to 
reduce these wastes by at least 5%. 

 
 
7 Barriers Monitor roofing materials use, and also waste 

amounts on projects.  Identify and implement ways to 
reduce these wastes by at least 5%. 

 
 
8 Doors/Windows Reduce by 15% the use of expanding foam products 

around doors and windows (i.e., change to use 
manually-cut foam pieces where possible). 

 
 
9 Finishes Employ low-VOC coatings (i.e., with VOC levels that 

are below BAAQMD requirements) on at least 5% of 
protected surface area. 

 
  Employ recycled latex coatings on at least 5% of 

protected surface area. 
 
  Monitor coatings and solvent use, and also waste 

amounts on projects.  Identify and implement ways to 
reduce these wastes by at least 5%. 

 
 
15 Mechanical Train plumbers in pipe joining techniques that reduce 

the potential for corrosion in pipe systems.  For 
example, employ water-soluble flux when soldering 
copper piping.  Other such measures are at: 
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<http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/public-works/documents/cb-Const-
installcopper.pdf>. 

 
  Monitor copper pipe use and waste amounts on 

projects.  Identify and implement ways to reduce this 
waste by at least 5%. 

 
  Adopt a company policy to avoid installation of 

mercury-containing switches, thermostats, etc. 
 
 
16 Electrical Evaluate chemicals used for electrical work (e.g., wire 

pulling lubricant, contact cleaners, and similar 
products).  Then change one such product for another 
that is less toxic. 

 
 


