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San Francisco Landmark Tree Committee
1,455 Market Street
Suite 1,200
San Francisco

Re: Landmark tree, 3066 Market St

Dear Committee Members:

16 April, 20L4

I am a residential real estate broker living and working in San Francisco for nearly
40 years, specializing in midrange period homes and condos. I have sold hundreds
of properties and also do expert witness work relating to broker standard of
care. Recently I was asked by the Corbett Heights Neighbors to analyze the
economic impact of a large sequoia tree in the back yard of 3 066 Market Street. I

have observed the tree from a neighbor's yard and estimate the tree to be about 60
feet high. The tree is grand, distinctive, and an important landscape element. t

rarely see backyard trees of this scale and presence.

Using permit application drawings supplied to me by the CHN, I estimate that the
house will be about 2200 square feet on three stories. Based on recent sales and
assuming a competent but not cutting edge design and finishes, this house should
sell for approximately $2.5 million assuming that the back yard tree remains. In my
experience, fine large backyard trees that do not block sun from the property's deck
add at least 50/o to the market value of the home. In this case the tree adds at least
$f 25,000 to the property value. Sophisticated residential developers understand
the value of such trees and nearly always take great pains to preserve them. If the
tree is removed, I believe the owner is throwing away a substantial part of his profit,
to say nothing of destroying a handsome feature of the neighborhood.

Very truly yours,

,t'/' ?/,2#e
Ian Berke

TEL 415.9?1.7300
FAX 415.9 ? 1.7 336
ian@ianberke.com
www. ianberke.comsINCE 1973, ARCHITECTURALLY INTERESTING HOMES


