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Maven Investments 
Attn: Craig Lipton 
1138 Taylor Street 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
 
Case: Landmark Tree Nomination 
  3066 Market Street, San Francisco 
 
Date: 4/2/14 
 

ARBORIST REPORT 
 
Assignment 

 
• Provide an inspection of one giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron gigantea) in the rear yard 

of 3066 Market Street. 
• Evaluate tree health and structure. 
• Consider the eligibility of the tree for Landmark Tree status. 
• Provide an Arborist Report of findings. 
 

Background 
 
Supervisor Scott Weiner, on behalf of a local neighborhood group, has nominated the giant 
sequoia in the rear yard of this property for Landmark Tree status.  This tree is therefore 
currently under review by the Landmark Tree Committee, a sub-group of the Urban Forestry 
Council and the Department of the Environment.  It is intended that this Arborist Report will 
be submitted to these governing bodies as one of the documents under their consideration. 
 

Findings 
 
The nominated tree is a giant sequoia with a trunk diameter of approximately 30 inches, a 
spread of about 30 feet diameter and a height of about 40 feet.  The tree is in the middle of 
the rear yard, slightly to the east of center. 
 
This is a young mature tree, probably not more than 50 years old.  This species, as with all 
redwood species, develops thick growth rings in open-grown landscape situations. 
 
The trunk has a lean of about 20 degrees to the east, and the limb structure overlaps the 
east neighbor’s rear yard.  The trunk has developed at an angle and the tree is leaning to 
the east, reportedly due to another tree that used to be nearby and to the west.  This angle 
did not appear to be due to root failure or uprooting, but instead has occurred as a growth 
response. 
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Soil volume is not significantly limited, and the tree has likely sent roots well beyond the 
property line fences onto neighboring parcels.  There did not appear to be any significant 
soil cuts or fills in the area that might have an ill effect on tree health. 
 
Limb structure appears to be reasonably symmetrical and typical of this species in San 
Francisco.  As with the other examples of giant sequoia I’ve seen in the City, the limbs are 
shorter and the trunk height is stunted. 
 
A few lower limbs have been recently removed in the lower canopy adjacent to construction.  
This pruning appeared to be done correctly according to our ANSI A300 (Part 1) – Pruning 
industry standard, and is done correctly according to the City of San Francisco Pruning 
Standard adopted by the Bureau of Urban Forestry.  The total amount of foliage removed 
was less than 10 percent and is well below the 25 percent allowed under these standards. 
 
Foliage is fairly uniform throughout the canopy of the tree with the color being slightly 
yellowed and with “flagging” (dying branch tips scattered throughout the crown).  This 
species is not well suited to the San Francisco climate being much healthier in it’s native 
habitat of around 4,000 to 6,000 feet elevation in the Sierra Nevada.  In our climate we have 
problems with pests and diseases that cause flagging, and it is most likely a fungal disease.  
During the summer the flagging will be more prominent, but will not likely be fatal. 
 

Conclusions 
 
This tree is a rather ordinary tree of this species, and although it is a nice tree, it is not 
exceptional in any way.  The species is uncommon to see around town, but is not rare. 
 
The Landmark Tree ordinance is intended to recognize and protect trees that are 
exceptional in some way.  It is my opinion that this tree should not be designated as a 
Landmark Tree. 
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Assumptions and Limiting Conditions 
 
1. Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct.  Title and ownership of all 

property considered are assumed to be good and marketable.  No responsibility is assumed for 
matters legal in character.  Any and all property is appraised or evaluated as though free and clear, 
under responsible ownership and competent management. 

2. It is assumed that any property is not in violation of any applicable codes, ordinances, statutes or 
other governmental regulations. 

3. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources.  All data has been verified insofar 
as possible.  The consultant can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information 
provided by others. 

4. Various diagrams, sketches and photographs in this report are intended as visual aids and are not to 
scale, unless specifically stated as such on the drawing.  These communication tools in no way 
substitute for nor should be construed as surveys, architectural or engineering drawings. 

5. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report. 

6. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose 
by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written or verbal consent of 
the consultant. 

7. This report is confidential and to be distributed only to the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  
Any or all of the contents of this report may be conveyed to another party only with the express prior 
written or verbal consent of the consultant.  Such limitations apply to the original report, a copy, 
facsimile, scanned image or digital version thereof. 

8. This report represents the opinion of the consultant.  In no way is the consultant’s fee contingent upon 
a stipulated result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported. 

9. The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report 
unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for 
such services as described in the fee schedule, an agreement or a contract. 

10. Information contained in this report reflects observations made only to those items described and only 
reflects the condition of those items at the time of the site visit.  Furthermore, the inspection is limited 
to visual examination of items and elements at the site, unless expressly stated otherwise.  There is 
no expressed or implied warranty or guarantee that problems or deficiencies of the plants or property 
inspected may not arise in the future. 

Disclosure Statement 
 
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experience to examine 
trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of 
living near trees.  Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborist, or to 
seek additional advice.  
 
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree.  Trees 
are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand.  Conditions are often hidden within trees 
and below ground.  Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, 
or for a specified period of time.  Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed.  
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Treatment, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s 
services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and 
other issues.  An arborist cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate 
information is disclosed to the arborist.  An arborist should then be expected to reasonably rely upon the 
completeness and accuracy of the information provided.  
 
Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled.  To live near trees is to accept some degree of 
risk.  The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate the trees. 
 
Certification of Performance 
 
I, Roy C. Leggitt, III, Certify: 
 
• That we have inspected the trees and/or property evaluated in this report.  We have stated findings 

accurately, insofar as the limitations of the Assignment and within the extent and context identified by 
this report; 

• That we have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or any real estate that is the subject 
of this report, and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved; 

• That the analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are original and are based on current 
scientific procedures and facts and according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices; 

• That no significant professional assistance was provided, except as indicated by the inclusion of 
another professional report within this report; 

• That compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that favors the 
cause of the client or any other party. 

I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists and a member and 
Certified Arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture. 

I have attained professional training in all areas of knowledge asserted through this report by completion 
of a Bachelor of Science degree in Plant Science, by routinely attending pertinent professional 
conferences and by reading current research from professional journals, books and other media. 

I have rendered professional services in a full time capacity in the field of horticulture and arboriculture for 
more than 25 years. 

   Signed:    
 

 Date:  4/2/14           
 


