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April 15, 2014 
 
Corbett Heights Neighbors 
C/O Gary Weiss, President 
78 Mars Street 
San Francisco CA 94114 
 
RE.:  Evaluation and S.F. Landmark Tree application. 
Site:  3066 Market St., San Francisco, CA. 
 
 
Corbett Heights Neighbors, et al.; 
 
I am writing in response to your request for a report of my findings relative to my recent inspection of a 
single giant Sequoia tree (Sequoiadendron giganteum) and site, located at 3066 Market St. in San 
Francisco, and review of a variety of images and documents.  I have been contracted by the Corbett 
Heights Neighbors.  My assignment is to 1) evaluate the condition of the tree, within the limitations to my 
inspection1, 2) review a related Arborist Report developed by Mr. Roy Leggitt2. And 3) review and 
comment on the application for Landmark Tree status3 by San Francisco Supervisor Scott Wiener.    
 
I inspected and photographed the tree on April 12, 2014.  I also met with Corbett Heights Neighbors 
(CHN) board members Leslie Koelsch and Mark Ryser, and CHN member John Koelsch.  My inspection  
consisted solely of a visual inspection from the ground and deck of 197 Corbett Ave.  Access to 3066 
Market St. was not available to me.  I also reviewed the following images and documents provided by the 
clients (CHN), or downloaded from the S.F. Urban Forest Council web pages. 
 23 images of the subject tree and locale proved by CHN 
 City of San Francisco Public Works Code, Article 16, Section 810.  LANDMARK TREES. 
 Landmark Tree Nomination Form, completed by Supervisor Scott Wiener (undated, unsigned)  
 Arborist Report, addressed to Maven Investments, dated 4/2/14 and signed by Roy C. Leggitt of Tree 

Management Experts. 
 Landmark Trees of San Francisco via GoogleMaps 
 List of Landmarked Trees (2) 
 A Petition entitled “Help Save the Mid-block Giant Sequoia” (unsiged version) 
 Various information accessible via the S.F. Urban Forest Council web pages 
 A history of the tree and property owners provided by Leslie Koelsch (CHN). 

 
SUMMARY:  The tree appeared vigorous, with a dense canopy of good color and free of significant 
insects or disease1.  The tree has been pruned, and was otherwise substantially free of dead branches or 
foliage.  The architecture of the canopy is uniform and well-balanced, with no obvious structural 
weaknesses.  The tree displays a moderate lean of the upper trunk to the south, of approximately 16 
degrees4 from vertical (refer to images pg. 4), as a natural response to competition from an adjacent gum 
tree (Eucalyptus sp.) removed in 2004.   
 
This tree provides screening and aesthetics to multiple properties and the surrounding neighborhood.  Its 
location at the northeast corner of the property (3066 Market St.) minimizes shading and space 
domination.  The natural litter shed is beneficial to a garden, and a common component of garden 
amendments (e.g., compost, mulch, soils). 
 
I observed nothing suggesting the tree is at inordinate risk5 of whole-tree failure or failure of significant 
limbs6.  There is no disagreement as to the condition of the tree between the Consulting Arborist reports 
of Torrey Young and Roy Leggitt2.  This tree is a revered species of exceptional longevity, and of 
significant value to the property on which it stands, and the community as a whole. 
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OBSERVATIONS: 
 Genus/species:  giant Sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum). 
 Diameter:  42 inches7 at 54” above grade (dbh8) 
 Height:  53 feet9 
 Canopy10:  21 feet diameter7 (widest point) 
 Foliage:  dense, vigorous twig growth, excellent, deep green color. 
 Trunk deviation from perpendicular11:  upper trunk - 16 degrees;  lower trunk – 0 degrees. 
 Response growth12:  significant response growth was apparent on the lower trunk and in buttressing at the 

tree base.  
 Taper13:  Significant taper to the trunk.  The tree is extremely stout for its height. 
 Architecture14:  The canopy is very uniform and well balanced, with a live-crown ratio of approximately 

60%15.  
 Root crown16:  the root crown region appeared undisturbed, and to be at the original slope. 
 I observed no significant insect or disease issues.  Minor flagging could be a result of Botryosphaeria spp.17  
 Pruning:  Recent pruning was apparent, as well as past maintenance pruning. 
 Recent construction on the property, including grading, was apparent adjacent to this tree.  It appeared the 

construction activities were at significant distance from this tree and unlikely to have had significant impact. 
 
DISCUSSION:   
Condition:  The tree generally appears to be vigorous, and I observed no conditions that warranted concern1.  
The most obvious anomaly of this tree is the lean of the trunk to the south.  The lower trunk is perpendicular for 
several feet above grade.  This lean appears to be a natural phototropic18 response to competition for sunlight 
from an adjacent gum tree (Eucalyptus sp.) removed in 2004 (as reported by CHN).  I observed no apparent 
lifting, cracking of the soil, or significant grade changes in the vicinity of the base of the tree.   
 
There is significant response growth12 in the lower trunk, produced as a natural adaptive response to the stress 
of supporting the upper trunk and canopy and the accompanying lean.  As the competing gum tree was 
removed, it can be anticipated that additional adaption will occur.  
 
Landmark Tree application:  Giant sequoia trees have a long history of reverence and celebration, not only in 
their native range but throughout the country and the world.  The history of the species dates to prehistoric 
times, with specimens several thousand years old still thriving in California.  The following are elements that 
support this specimen and the species as rare, aged and of historical significance. 
 
1. The largest recorded tree on earth is a Giant sequoia (General Sherman). 
2. The oldest recorded giant sequoia is over 3,500 years old. 
3. The species is planted all over the world, but the remaining native range is limited to approximately 35,000 
acres in a narrow belt of the western Sierras (5,000-7,000 ft. alt.). 
4. There are currently no giant sequoia trees designated as San Francisco Landmark Trees.   
5. There are few designated Landmark Trees in the vicinity, with the four closest at distances of 1-1.5 miles 
away19. 
6. Of the approximately 200 S.F. Landmarks trees, about 165 are palms, and only 35 are of broad-leaf or 
conifer species20.   Only 8 trees are native to California.  Giant sequoia is a native, California tree. 
 
Arborist Report by R. Leggitt2:  There is no disagreement as to the favorable condition of the tree between the 
Consulting Arborist reports of Torrey Young and Roy Leggitt.  Specific areas of disagreement: 
 
1. Conclusions (R. Leggitt, pg 2):  The opinion expressed as to the suitability of this tree for Landmark Status is 

not a conclusion, but an opinion, and one to be rendered by the S.F. Landmark Tree Committee and Urban 
Forestry Council. 

2. Species rareness, historical and cultural importance21 :  R. Leggitt describes the species as “…uncommon… 
but not rare” (pg. 2).  I suggest that the species is unusual in many ways, limited in natural range, with a rich 
history and a California native species celebrated around the world. 
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View from residence at 3066 
Market St.  Images excerpted 
and merged from the Arborist 
Report to Maven Investments, 
dated 4/2/14, by Roy C. Leggitt. 
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16 degrees 16 degrees

Images illustrating the 
perpendicular stance 
of the lower trunk, and 
16° lean above.  Also 
illustrates trunk taper, 
buttressing, response 
growth and tree 
location. Images 
provided by client 
(CHN); image date 
reported as 02/2014. 

Images illustrating the 
phototropic lean to the south 
of approximately 16° from 
vertical (GeoCam for Android, 
v4.34, Wazar).  Image date 
04/12/2014. 
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Images illustrating condition of root crown region:  
Brackets indicate areas of obvious response growth12. 
 Upper left:  view south. 
 Upper right:  view southeast. 
 Lower left:  view east. 
 Lower right:  view north (Image provided by client; 
image date reported as 02/2014). 
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Images illustrating the vigorous, 
dense and generally excellent 
condition of foliage. 
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This species, as the largest species in the world, can eventually achieve tremendous size.  Therefore it is 
inevitable that it will outgrow its location.  However, growth rate for the species is typically moderate, and I 
observed no evidence that suggests this tree cannot thrive in this location for generations. 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me for further discussion. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Torrey Young 
Registered Consulting Arborist ® 
 
ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist ® No.  282 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist No.  WE-0131BM 
CUFC Certified Urban Forester No.  121 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
CA P.C. Qualified License No.: 104772 
CA Contractors License No. 363372 (C-27 & D-49; inactive) 
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1 Inspection limitations:  The inspection of this tree consisted solely of a visual inspection from the ground and deck of 197 Corbett Ave.  
Access to 3066 Market St. was not made available to me.  While more thorough techniques are available for inspection and evaluation, they 
were neither requested nor considered necessary or appropriate at this time.   
2 I obtained a copy of a document online, entitled Arborist Report, addressed to Maven Investments, dated 4/2/14 and signed by Roy C. 
Leggitt of Tree Management Experts.  Source:  http://www.sfenvironment.org/about/taskforce/urban-forestry-council/agendas/may-1-2014-
landmark-tree-ad-hoc-committee-meeting-special-meeting-agenda 
3 City of San Francisco Public Works Code, Article 16, Section 810.  LANDMARK TREES. 
4 As determined and recorded with the software GeoCam for Android, v4.34, Wazar. 
5 All large landscape trees in proximity to people, structures, utilities or roadways present some degree of risk regardless of their condition.  
Such risk must be retained in order to enjoy the benefits of such trees. 
6 Arborist Disclosure Statement:  Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training and experience to examine 
trees, recommend measures to enhance their health and beauty and to attempt to reduce the risk of living near trees.  Clients may choose 
to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborist or to seek additional advice.  Trees and other plantlife are living, changing 
organisms affected by innumerable factors beyond our control.  Trees fail in ways and because of conditions we do not fully understand.  
Arborists cannot detect or anticipate every condition or event that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree.  Conditions are often 
hidden within the trees and below ground.  Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, for any 
specific period or when a tree or its parts may fail.  Further, remedial treatments, as with any treatment or therapy, cannot be guaranteed.  
Treatment, pruning, bracing and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborists skills and usual services 
such as the boundaries of properties, property ownership, site lines, neighbor disputes and agreements and other issues.  Therefore, 
arborists cannot consider such issues unless complete and accurate information is disclosed in a timely fashion.  Then, the arborist can be 
expected, reasonably, to rely upon the completeness and accuracy of the information provided.  Trees can be managed but not controlled.  
To live near trees, regardless of their condition, is to accept some degree of risk.  The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is 
to eliminate all trees. 
7 Scaled from images against the 6’ fence height.  Measurements are approximate. 
8 DBH:  Diameter at Breast Height, or approximately 4.5 feet (54 inches) above grade.  This expression is commonly used as a point of 
reference in determining tree size (synonymous with DSH, or Diameter at Standard Height). 
9 Height measurements:  measurements were taken with an OptiLogic LH400 laser rangefinder/hypsometer.  The recorded height can only 
be estimated due to the dynamic nature of foliage at tree tops, and lack of a 100% opaque target.  In this case, the height was averaged 
from five sets of measurements, with 6 feet added for the fence, i.e., no view of the bottom of the tree. 
10 Canopy:  One of several accepted terms describing that area of a tree which includes limbs, branches, foliage, and to a lesser degree, 
upper stems (synonymous with `foliage crown'). 
11 GeoCam for Android, v4.34, Wazar 
12 Response growth (reaction wood):  Specialized, secondary xylem (sapwood) that forms in response to mechanical stresses on limbs and 
trunks. Rapid changes in stress points in vigorous trees can result in large distortions of limbs and trunks from the development of such 
wood.  Such growth may also be characterized by extensive splitting of outer bark as new bark and wood expands.  Includes compression 
wood, tension wood and woundwood. 
13 Taper: (of stems & limbs)  the increase in diameter towards the base of stems (trunks) and limbs that is typical and desirable in woody 
plants.  Degree of taper is influenced by a variety of factors including foliage, limb and branch distribution, species, location (sunlight), wind 
patterns, pruning, etc.  Insufficient taper results in a concentration of stress from movement towards the base of the limb or stem, resulting in 
a greatly increased potential for breakage or uprooting.  Pruning that removes interior lateral branches from limbs and/or lower limbs from 
trunks dramatically reduces taper development. 
14 Architecture: (as employed in this report) the arrangement of the (external) parts of a tree; primarily refers to the foliage crown including 
major (scaffold) limbs, lateral branches and trunks.   
15 Live crown ratio:  the ratio of live canopy height to overall tree height.  In this case, canopy height = 20 feet, tree height = 53 feet (62% 
lcr). 
16 Root Crown (root collar):  One of several accepted terms describing the junction of trunk and buttress roots at the original soil grade.  
Synonymous terms:  root collar, root flare. 
17 Botryosphaeria spp. (Dothiorella; redwood blight.):  a canker-forming fungus commonly found on CA coast redwoods (and other species), 
often associated with drought or other forms of tree stress.  The disease typically kills branch tips and entire branches.  It is spread by free-
form water (rain, fog).  There is no strongly effective chemical treatment, but some advise pruning out infected parts well into healthy tissue 
and treating locally with a broad-spectrum insecticide.  Entire-tree spraying is of no benefit. 
18 Phototropic:  A growth response in relation to sunlight.  In trees, this response is often leaning away from competing trees or structures, 
and towards the most available sunlight.   
19 Four closest Landmark Trees:  Area landmark trees (4)  4124 23rd St. (1 mile), 1221 Stanyan St. (1 mile), 20 Rosemont Pl. (1.3 miles), 
730 Dolores (1.4 miles).  
20 Lists (2) of Landmarked Trees, S.F. Urban Forestry Council web pages. 
21 “Landmark trees are trees that have been designated by the Board of Supervisors as extra special.  It may be due to the rareness of the 
species, their size or age, or extraordinary structure, or ecological contribution.  In addition, historical or cultural importance can qualify a 
tree for Landmark Status.”  (S.F. Urban Forestry Council web pages) 
 

            


