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Who is Cal-IPC? 

 Statewide nonprofit formed in 1992 

 Bring together research ecologists and natural 
resource managers 

 “Protect wildlands from invasive plants through 
science, education and policy.” 

• NAEPPC has 17 orgs covering 31 states 

 



Cal-IPC Board of Directors 
Jason Casanova, President - Council for Watershed Health 

Kim Hayes, Vice President - Elkhorn Slough Foundation 

Jutta Burger, Secretary - Irvine Ranch Conservancy 

Shawn Kelly, Treasurer - Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project 

Morgan Ball – Wildlands Conservation Science, Inc. 

Tim Buonaccorsi - RECON Environmental 

Jennifer Funk - Chapman University 

Doug Gibson - San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy 

Jason Giessow - Dendra, Inc. 

Elise Gornish - UC Davis Plant Sciences 

Dan Knapp - Los Angeles Conservation Corps 

John Knapp - The Nature Conservancy 

Annabelle Kleist - Capitol Impact 

Virginia Matzek - Santa Clara University 

David McNeill - Baldwin Hills Conservancy 



What does Cal-IPC work on? 

 Prevention 
 Federal policy - USDA screening of new imports 
 Nursery pathway - PlantRight 
 Practices - BMPs 

 Education 
 Symposium, field courses, newsletter, publications 

 Risk Assessment 
 Inventory 
 Mapping and online decision-support tools 

 Coordination 
 Regional partnerships 
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Treating Canada thistle in the 

Carson-Iceberg Wilderness  

 

Sierra meadow protection for 

climate adaptation 



 

2014 Cal-IPC Symposium 

23rd annual, 250 attendees 



What’s an “invasive” plant? 

Term sounds like a final judgment  

1. Ecologist – a non-native plant that spreads 

2. Natural resource manager – a non-native plant that 
spreads and harms natural resources (native biota) 

3. Federal EO defined invasive species in 1999 as non-
native species that causes harm to the environment, 
economy or human health. (Net harm?) 

4. Noxious weeds – regulated, mostly agricultural 
impact 

 





Is eucalyptus “invasive”? 

Wrong question. For a given situation: 

 How do the eucalyptus in question behave? 
 Reproducing and spreading or stable or senescing? 

 What are our priorities for the place?  
 Native habitat? (or monarch butterfly habitat?) 
 Majestic tall trees?  

 What are the implications of our choice? 
 Recreational activities and aesthetics 
 Management costs 
 Public safety 
 Native biodiversity 

 
 



Site-specific 

Elkhorn Slough: 

Stands are spreading, impacting native habitats whose 
protection is a part of their mission. 

 

San Francisco: 

Stands are close to many people, with implications for 
aesthetics, recreation. 

 

 



Cal-IPC assessment of  
Eucalyptus globulus 

 Public review draft 
 Thorough review of literature and professional observation 
 Sub-scores adjusted, cumulative rating same (= Moderate) 
 Received some good feedback 
 Next step is to finalize 

 Use appropriately 
 We assess ecological impact, nothing else 
 It’s a statewide assessment, not region- or site-specific 
 

 



Thank You 

www.cal-ipc.org 

dwjohnson@cal-ipc.org 
 

 


