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Introduction 

• The 61-acre Mount 

Sutro Open Space 

Reserve is a 

prominent landmark in 

the city owned by UC 

San Francisco. 
 

• Adjacent forested 

parcels are owned by 

the City of San 

Francisco. 
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History 

Mount Sutro’s original 

owner, Adolf Sutro, 

began planting the hill 

with imported Blue Gum 

Eucalyptus, Monterey 

Pine, Monterey Cypress 

and other species 

in celebration of San 

Francisco’s first Arbor 

Day in 1886. 

 

 
2 



History 

• Eucalyptus 

quickly adapted to the 

habitat and soon became 

the predominant 

tree species on the hill. 
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• Sutro donated 13 acres of land on Parnassus 

Avenue to the UC Regents in 1895 for 

development into the UCSF Parnassus Heights 

campus. In 1953, UCSF purchased a 90-acre 

parcel to the south. Most of this land is now the 

Mount Sutro Open Space Reserve. 
 



Overview 

• In 1976, the UC Regents 

designated the Reserve 

as permanent open 

space. 
 

• UCSF is committed to 

maintaining the Reserve 

as a public resource and 

takes seriously its 

responsibility to keep the 

site safe and accessible. 
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Overview 
• The Moffit/Long and Benioff 

Children’s Hospitals (600 beds), 

Central Utility Plant and 

Regeneration Medicine Building 

are adjacent to the northern 

border of the Reserve. 
 

• The Aldea San Miguel Housing 

complex is located in the Reserve 

and houses 509 residents 

(students and families). 
 

• The Reserve is adjacent to 

approximately 100 neighbors’ 

homes. 
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Facilities Services Involvement 
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• UCSF Campus Facilities Services is responsible for 

operations and maintenance of research, academic 

and administrative buildings and related 

infrastructure. 
 

• Facilities Services maintains the Reserve in 

collaboration with the Campus Planning and 

Community and Government Relations departments, 

with input from campus Community Action Groups. 
 

• Daily maintenance activities are contracted through 

professionally licensed landscape and tree 

companies. 

 



Scope for Mount Sutro Maintenance 

Facilities Services performs maintenance supervision and work for 

Mount Sutro.   
 

Facilities Services 
 

 Maintains established trail width 10 feet on center, with mechanical 

or manual tools.  

 Addresses any hazardous or fallen trees.  

 Monitors trails for litter and/or vandalism. 

 Maintains edge of Rotary Meadow. 

 Maintains trees and shrubs along buildings, roadways and other 

structures adjacent to the Reserve. 
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Mount Sutro Recreational Use 

To foster recreational 

opportunities for the public, 

Facilities Services partners 

with the Sutro Stewards.   
 

The Stewards create and 

maintain trails, operate the 

nursery, provide way-

finding signage and input 

into proper trail use. 

8 



Safe Public Access 

• As Mount Sutro is accessible to the public, 

UCSF’s priority is to provide a safe 

environment. 
 

•  A third-party arborist is hired every 2 years, 

or as needed, to provide UCSF with a 

hazardous tree assessment. This report 

covers trees along roadways, trails and 

around structures adjacent to the Reserve, as 

well as trees located on the main campus.  
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Safe Public Access 

 

 
The survey typically occurs 

during summer so UCSF 

can perform any necessary 

work during the fall and 

winter to avoid bird-nesting 

season. Survey 

recommendations fall into 

three categories: monitoring, 

tree-trimming and tree 

removal. 
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Hazardous Trees 
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South Ridge Trail 

East Ridge Trail 
Lower East Ridge Trail 



Wildlife Protection 

• UCSF requires landscape and 

tree contractors to abide by the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the 

California Fish and Game Code 

Sections 3503 and 3503.5.  
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• Facilities Services’ policy is to avoid tree removal 

and pruning if there is active bird-nesting in the 

tree. Our staff carefully inspects all trees marked 

for maintenance for any signs of bird-nesting 

before the work begins. 
 



Safe Public Access 

• Way-finding maps, trail 

markers and information 

including trail-use 

guidelines have been 

installed for trail users. 

 

• UCPD regularly patrols the 

Reserve to check for illegal 

camping and vandalism. 
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Controlling Invasive Species 

• UCSF has not applied 

herbicides in the 

Reserve since 2008. 
 

• Currently, poison oak 

and invasive 

blackberry are 

removed using 

manual and 

mechanical methods. 
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Controlling Invasive Species 

• Controlling poison oak is a 

challenge: cutting only 

causes more regrowth and 

increases potential 

exposure to workers and 

trail users. 
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• Facilities Services has considered using goats as an 

alternative to herbicides. Some drawbacks are that 

goats are non-selective eaters and their compaction 

can damage trails and cause erosion. 
 



Urgent Fire Safety Measures 
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• In July 2013, UCSF became concerned about potential 

fire hazards due to drought conditions on Mount Sutro. 
 

• A collaborative effort with the UCSF Fire Marshal, 

forestry professionals and the San Francisco Fire 

Department led to a determination that up to 100 feet of 

fuel clearance for structures, including neighbors’ 

homes, was needed due to extra hazardous conditions. 
 

• These measures were undertaken to protect both the 

forest and structures from fire hazards. 

 

 



Urgent Fire Safety Measures 

Surge Building that borders the Reserve 

Before 
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After 



Urgent Fire Safety Measures 
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• The work targeted 15.6 of the total 61 acres 

of Mount Sutro, and 1,250 stems less than 

6” in diameter were removed. 

 

• The areas will be monitored, and 

maintenance will reoccur approximately 

every two years. 

 

 



Questions? 
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For more information please visit: 

 

http://www.ucsf.edu/about/cgr/current-projects/mount-

sutro-open-space-reserve 


