
 

CORBETT HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS

Corbett Heights Neighbors was formed in July 2004 for the purpose of providing a forum for the residents to discuss 
common issues and concerns, develop solutions, and guide the direction of the neighborhood.  The goals of the 
organization are to beautify, maintain and improve the character of the neighborhood, protect historic architectural 
resources, ensure that new construction/development is compatible with the neighborhood, maintain its pocket parks, 
increase security, provide community outreach and an educational forum, and encourage friendly association among 
the neighbors.

March 22, 2014

Rose Hillson, Chair
Malcolm Hillan
Dan Kida
Carla Short
Jon Swea
San Francisco Landmark Tree Committee (via email and US Mail)

Dear Landmark Tree Committee Members:

I have been out of town, but it is my understanding that you visited 3066 Market 
Street on Wednesday, March 19, 2014, to view the sequoiadendron giganteum, 
which Supervisor Wiener nominated at the request of Corbett Heights Neighbors 
(CHN), the recognized neighborhood organization for this area.

It was our understanding that members might also wish to view the tree from the 
north on Wednesday. Leslie Koelsch (a thirty-seven year resident of 197 Corbett) 
was available to provide access to the rear yard immediately behind 3066.  She 
remains available to provide this for anyone still wishing it.  She can be reached at 
415 863-8600 or koelsch1886@mindspring.com.

I wanted to mention briefly, for your information:

1.Retention of this tree is part of an agreement made in 2011 between CHN and the 
then-contractor who had purchased 3066 Market for remodel and resale.  In a 
negotiation with CHN and the immediate neighbors, he agreed to retain the tree and 
neighbors agreed to support and assist in the building permit application.  CHN 
carried out its commitments at that time. It is these permits under which the present 
contractor owner is proceeding to complete the work left unfinished by the prior 
contractor.
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CHN has reminded Mr. Lipton, the current developer, of the agreement, first to his 
representatives and later by letter.  Despite this, he has stated his intention to ignore 
the agreement and remove the tree before selling the property (which he very 
recently advised Supervisor Wiener’s office he expected to take until April 2015 to 
complete). CHN has sought twice to meet with Mr. Lipton.  He has declined.   

2. This beautiful tree has enhanced this block for decades.  It shields views of the 
rear sides of the many densely spaced houses in the block from each other.  It affords 
the 3066 Market Street property greatly improved privacy from the "wall" of houses 
looming over it at the rear, which are built along the higher elevation of Corbett 
Avenue.

All of the surrounding owners support retention of the tree and have signed a 
statement to that effect, a statement presently supported by over seventy-five 
nearby neighborhood residents and owners.

The sequoiadendron giganteum is growing at a slight angle because of a very large 
eucalyptus tree that towered over it and was removed in 2004 (photographs 
available). Since the removal, the tree has compensated for the additional light. 

3. After being repeatedly rebuffed by Mr. Lipton who insists he intends to ignore the 
agreement (while utilizing all benefits obtained from it), on February 12, 2014 the 
tree was nominated for consideration as a Landmark Tree and Mr. Lipton was 
notified.  Despite this, he undertook trimming of the tree on two separate days since 
(February 19, 2014, and February 24, 2014).  (There was an initial trimming on 
January 29, 2014.) 
 
4. CHN requested on February 25, 2014 and March 4, 2014 permission to have a 
consulting arborist examine the tree with the findings made available to all parties 
and yourselves.  Those requests have been refused.

I look forward to the upcoming hearing when we will directly address the inherent 
qualities of the tree itself.  Pending that fuller presentation and discussion, I wanted 
you to have this information, which I believe has not been brought to your attention.

Very truly yours,

Gary Weiss              
President

cc: Mei Ling Hui
Supervisor Scott Wiener
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