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California Condor, a 23 pound bird with a 109 inch wingspan 

A “Poster Child” for bird protection laws after becoming nearly extinct 



The Law 

• Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

 

703. Taking, Killing, or possessing migratory 
birds unlawful “…it shall be unlawful at any 
time, by any means or in any manner, to pursue, 
hunt, take, capture, kill, attempt to take, 
capture, or kill, possess, offer for sale, sell, offer 
to barter, barter, offer to purchase, purchase, …” 



The Law, continued 

• California State Code 
 

3503.  It is unlawful to take, possess, or 
needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, 
except as otherwise provided by this code or any 
regulation made pursuant thereto. 



The Law, continued again … 

• California State Code 
 

3503.5.  It is unlawful to take, possess, or 
destroy any birds in the order Falconiformes or 
Strigiformes (birds of prey) or to take, possess or 
destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except 
as otherwise provided by this code or any 
regulation adopted pursuant thereto. 



Cooper’s Hawk 

Highly protected. 

Federal law requires that you keep 500 feet from their nest. 

 



Red-tailed Hawk 

Highly protected. 

Federal law requires that you keep 500 feet from their nest. 



Red-Tailed Hawk 

An example of a large stick nest and a highly protected species. 



Enforcement of the Law 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern CA 
• Call 916.414.6464 

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
• Call 888.334.2258 

• California Coastal Commission 
• Call 415.904.5260 

• San Francisco and City Parks 
• Call 3-1-1 



When Birds Nest 

• Most species nest from January through late 
August 

• Great Horned Owls and Anna’s Hummingbirds 
are the first to breed in San Francisco 

• Hummingbirds may nest twice per year 

• A pre-work nesting survey should be 
conducted at all times of the year 



Black-crowned Night Heron 

Roosting on Alcatraz in a Silk Tree (Albizia sp.) 



Great Blue Heron 

Sometimes hunting gophers by day, these birds build huge nests in big 
trees 



Great Blue Herons 

A large nest with young located high in a tree over Stow Lake, Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco 



Surveying for Breeding Birds 

• Nests and roosting activity should be 
monitored by anyone who is likely to disturb 
birds that are protected by law. 

• When there are birds present, or if birds are 
likely to be present on a big job, contact the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or a 
consulting wildlife biologist. 



When Birds are Disturbed or Harmed 

• Nestlings fall to the ground when a nest is 
knocked out. 

• Injured birds may result from nest disturbance. 

• Have a phone number for local vets and wildlife 
rescue organizations 

• WildCare in San Rafael 415.453.1000 

• Peninsula Humane Society in Burlingame 
650.340.7022 

• Lindsay Wildlife in Walnut Creek 925.935.1978 



Habitat Trees 

• Maintain dead trees (snags) when possible.  
Even part of a dead tree may be valuable. 

• Maintain trees with cavities. 



Acorn Woodpeckers 

Nesting in California Black Oak (Quercus kelloggii) 



Great-Horned Owl 

Nesting in blue gum eucalyptus, Glen Canyon Park, San Francisco 



Pruning for Habitat 

• Avoid internal thinning.  It is best for birds if 
we can keep internal greenery.  This is good 
pruning as well: no lion-tailing. 

• Keep lower limbs, preferably all the way to the 
ground.  This may not be possible with 
ornamental trees in a lot of cases, but large 
shrubs may substitute for low limbs. 



Maintain Understory 

• Maintain lower limbs, shrubs beneath trees, 
and a high density understory.  

• High density understory brush is where you 
will find flocks of smaller songbirds and are 
likely to find nests. 

• The structure of the brush (fine and twiggy) is 
more important than the species. 



Crown Reduction Pruning 

• Crown reduction pruning using small drop-
crotch cuts can maintain crown density while 
reducing branch end weight. 

• Does a tree need pruning at all?  Perhaps we 
over-prune.  



Recent pruning has crown reduced this tree to lighten branch ends while 
keeping high density internal foliage in the tree. 



A young tree of the same species that has not been pruned. 



Purple-leaved plum with watersprouts, dead branches and crossed 
branches removed, but still high density with lots of bird interest. 



Eugenia or Brush Cherry (Syzygium paniculatum) that have not been 
pruned for at least 20 years, and perhaps don’t need pruning even now.  

Bushtits and Dark-eyed Juncos nest in these trees every year. 



Golden Gate Audubon Society 
and the birds thank you! 


