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HISTORY OF THE SEQUOIADENDRON GIGANTEUM  

at 3066 Market Street, San Francisco 

 

 

Information provided by Leslie A. Koelsch, 197 Corbett Avenue, San Francisco, 
CA 94114 who has resided directly behind 3066 Market Street since March 
1977. 
 

 1969-1999 
3066 Market Street was owned by Abraham and Myrrha Steinberg from 
1969 to 1998, both retired artists from New York. Their only son, Ralph 
J. Steinberg of Santa Cruz, provides the following information about the 
tree (email on February 27, 2014).  

 

Dear Leslie and John, 
 
My deceased parents purchased 3066 Market Street, San Francisco in approximately 
1969 after they both retired.  They sold their house in New York State and moved to 
San Francisco to be closer to their only child, their five grandchildren and me.  At the 
time, my wife and I were living in Campbell and I was a lawyer in a general practice in 
San Jose. 
 
Both my parents were artists.  They were attracted to the old house at 3066 Market 
because of its Edwardian charm.  The house featured both a front yard and a back 
yard, which was unusual because most of the houses between it and Castro Street had 
no front yards.  The front yard had a brick path to the downstairs entryway, a brick 
retainer wall with a low black wrought iron gate and fence, including a small 
fountain.  There were trees, ivy, shrubbery, and vines in the front yard, all of which 
presented a pastoral appearance, also unusual in the middle of a city and on a busy 
street. 
 
In the backyard, there was also a sequoia tree, which I estimate to be about 15 to 20 
feet in height at that time.   
 
Over the years since, the tree grew to a great height, and is now a majestic tree that 
uniquely affords privacy to the backyard and house at 3066 but also to the backyard of 
the house behind it at 197 Corbett Ave. 
 
My parents lived at 3066 Market Street for about 27 years.  My father died in 1996 and 
we were forced to sell the house in about 1998 so I could move my mother to Santa 
Cruz to live closer to me as she was in her late eighties. 
 
Over the years that my parents lived at 3066 Market, my wife and I and our 5 children 
frequently visited them. 
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When I informed my daughter Rebecca on February 26, that there was a   danger that 
the sequoia tree in the backyard would be demolished, she emailed me immediately 
with the following response: 
 
"That tree is such a part of the S.F.  Neighborhood.  It always amazed me with its 
greatness--size and shade it provided.  Myrrh  (my grandmother)  & Pop’s  (my 
grandfather) backyard always felt like a forest to me because of the tree.  It would be 
very sad if it were removed." 
 
I share that view.  Over the years the tree has become a landmark, which gives the 
surrounding neighborhood a distinctive character as well as affording privacy for the 
adjacent landowners.  It provides a “forest” feeling in the middle of this urban 
setting.  If it is cut down it will leave a bare void filled in by buildings, but no longer by 
nature.  The character of an old S.F. neighborhood will be eroded to make way for 
modernity.  And in the process S.F. will come a step closer to losing its unique identity 
that makes the City so special for all its citizens. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Ralph J.  Steinberg 
Santa Cruz, Ca.  95062 

 
 1948-1958 

Prior to the Steinbergs, Hazel “Honey” Adams Causley (1895-1980) 
lived at 3066 Market from 1948 to 1958.  Veronica Tofflemire, a 
descendant of Hazel states the following;  
 

 
Veronica Tofflemire (email on April 12, 2014) 
 

I just talked with my 93 year-old aunt with the following information. 
My Aunt Honey met and married Charles Causley after moving to San Francisco. The 
house may follow his family (which I'm not familiar with) 
Honey's youngest brother, Sylvan Daryl Adams (1909-2005?)…worked in some field of 
forestry. He gave my grandmother, Alice, (Honey's sister) three Sequoias in gallon 
buckets that he brought her from the Yosemite area. She remembers Uncle Daryl 
taking some to Honey as well. This would be in the late 40's to early 50's. My aunt 
thinks one remains where my grandmother lived in Stonyford, CA and is 60-70 ft tall. 
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ADAMS, S. Daryl.  Passed away at the age of 95 in Santa Rosa on July 25, 2005. Survived by Carolyn, his 

beloved wife of 66 years. He was proud of being a native Californian, raised in Stonyford, Colusa County, 

and was a graduate of the University of California at Berkeley, Class of 1933. He worked for the U.S. 

Forest Service and the Bureau of Entomology from 1930-1967, with time out to enlist in the U.S. Navy and 

teach navigation during World War II. He retired from the Naval Reserve as a commander. In 1968 he 

settled in Santa Rosa, where he loved looking at the hills and trees every day. At his request, there will be 

no services. DANIELS CHAPEL OF THE ROSES FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES. 707-525-

3730.  Published Online in the Press Democrat on July 27, 2005  

 
 
Sources:  Ancestry.com; San Francisco City Directories, 1947-on, Press Democrat, 2005 
lak 4-12-2014 
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Hazel “Honey” Adams Causley and her grandson, Howard W. Pinkard, 1956 
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Hazel”Honey” Adams Causley 
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Myrrha Steinberg in her eighties painted by her son, Ralph Joachim Steinberg 


