
Public Comment Dee Seligman 

I want to commend this committee, particularly John Leffingwell, on doing an excellent job on 

this draft of Best Management Practices. You and he listened attentively to all presentations and 

to public comments and then carefully thought through the issues and outcomes to address the 

salient points. I am grateful for the opportunity to have given feedback along the way. 

I do have a few suggestions to strengthen it and make it more practical: 

        “Even aged forested areas” 

1.     If you don’t want an even-aged forest, include reforestation as a BMP, with 

concomitant funding and expertise required.  

       “Increase Age, Structural and Species Diversity” 

1. Differentiate between Monterey pine and cypresses from Blue gum eucs. The pines and 

cypresses are coming towards the end of their lives, but Blue gums live for 350 years or more, 

unless they are girdled or have pesticides like Milestone sprayed under their canopies. 

2.     The understory, as well as the trees, should be managed, and girdling should be 

stopped.  

       “Ensure Public Safety” 

1.     Any tree assessment for risks near trails, roads, houses, etc. should be a numeric 

system that DOES NOT INCLUDE “Suitability for Preservation”, which has to do 

with construction and not public safety. “Suitability for Preservation” is a value-

driven concept, not a safety issue. When the assessor looks at targets, they should be 

based on the target’s occupancy over 24 hours.   

2.     Deputy Chief Michie Wong recommended that humidity, wind, and soil moisture 

monitoring take place to understand fire potential.  The Brown Transect is an easy 

scientific field system to inventory downed woody material to know fuel loads by 

counting downed woody pieces that intersect vertical sampling planes. Also, the fuel 

moisture analysis that Wong recommended is needed before one could reasonably 

judge the ignition potential.  

       “Protect habitat and wildlife” 

1.     Professor Stebbins and Professor Dov Sax did extensive counts of birds, 

mammals, insects and reptile in the East Bay Hills. I don’t think anyone has done that 

for San Francisco’s Historic Tree Stands, so the debate on habitat value of Blue gums 

cannot be resolved.   

       “Increase environmental benefits” 



1.     The statement “Tree removal is an important and necessary part of managing 

healthy and safe trees” is too broad. My own understanding is "tree pruning" is an 

important and necessary part of management for tree health, and "tree removal" may 

be necessary for public safety, but “tree removal” is not a standard BMP for 

managing healthy trees.  

 


