Matthew J. Gluck

October 15, 2016

VIA HAND DELIVERY

VIA EMAIL

Supervisor Mark Farrell
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689

San Francisco Urban Forestry Council
Attn: Mei Ling Hui, Coordinator
1455 Market Street, Suite 1200
San Francisco, CA 94103

Re:

Application for Landmark Tree Status by Mrs. Meri Jaye, 4 Montclair Terrace
Letter in support of application

Dear Supervisor Farrell and SF Urban Forestry Council:
I submit this letter in support of Meri Jaye’s application for landmark status for her beloved redwood tree
(the “Tree”) planted by her at her home at 4 Montclair Terrace as a memorial to her late husband and
children. I urge you to move forward and present your constituent Mrs. Jaye’s application to the Board
of Supervisors at your earliest opportunity. Mrs. Jaye is elderly and infirm, and the protection of her Tree
is her highest priority. Delays may play into the sordid hopes of some of her opponents that Mrs. Jaye’s
condition will deteriorate and she will no longer be able to pursue the matter. In this case, justice delayed
truly may be justice denied.
In addition, you should know that the opponents of Mrs. Jaye’s application include at least one property
owner who has previously sought to obtain advantage over Mrs. Jaye to enhance the value of his property.
Dr. Vance Vanier, a key member of the neighborhood coalition opposing the landmark application,
recently obtained valuable light, air, and view easements over Mrs. Jaye’s property by having her sign
legal papers (the “Easement”, later recorded as Doc. No. 2016.K246870) without the benefit of counsel.
Dr. Vanier obtained these rights by representing to Mrs. Jaye that the Easement would protect her Tree,
which he had learned was very important to her. In fact, the Easement effectively prevented any future
development of any part of Mrs. Jaye’s property by giving Dr. Vanier’s property permanent rights to the
air, light and view extending from the existing residence, garage and garden “to the top of the atmosphere.”
The Easement would prevent any future owner of Mrs. Jaye’s property from installing central AC, a shed,
or a roof deck to enjoy the view – regardless of whether it was allowed by code. Although the Easement
provided the owner of Dr. Vanier’s property legal standing to protect the Tree, it did not impose any
obligation on anyone to actually protect it. In short, the Easement did not provide any meaningful
protection for the Tree. Dr. Vanier showed up at Mrs. Jaye’s home with his lawyer and a notary. Mrs.
Jaye was not encouraged or even given the opportunity to have a lawyer review the Easement on her
behalf before being asked to sign it. Due to her age and fragile condition, and because she trusted her

October 15, 2016

Page 2 of 2

neighbor who appeared to want to help her, Mrs. Jaye acquiesced to Dr. Vanier’s request and signed the
Easement on the spot.
Although I was able to convince Dr. Vanier to release the Easement by suggesting legal action, I believe
that Dr. Vanier’s conduct nonetheless demonstrates that his and his neighbors’ opposition is based solely
on their desire to safeguard their views in ways that the SF Building and Planning Codes do not require,
and which are far outweighed by Mrs. Jaye’s and the public’s interest in having the Tree be given
Landmark status by the City. The opponents failed to specify any “major public consequences” from the
Tree being given landmark status other than their own pecuniary interests, because there are none.
The neighbors have been given ample notice of the application. Please move forward with Mrs. Jaye’s
application to give her a fair hearing as soon as possible.
Respectfully submitted,

Matthew J. Gluck

Tree Management Experts
Consulting Arborists
3109 Sacramento Street
San Francisco, CA 94115
Member, American Society of Consulting Arborists
Certified Arborists, Tree Risk Assessment Qualified
cell/voicemail 415.606.3610

office 415.921.3610

fax 415.921.7711

email RCL3@mindspring.com

Meri Jaye

RE:

Landmark Tree Nomination
Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)

Date: 12/12/16

ARBORIST REPORT
FOR
TREE RISK ASSESSMENT
Assignment
•

•
•

Provide an analysis and professional insights into Tree Risk and Residual Risk as
related to Landmark Trees, and specifically to the Coast Redwood at 4 Montclair
Terrace, San Francisco.
Provide comments on tree hazards, and above average risk, and specifically as related
to this Coast Redwood.
Provide an Arborist Report for Tree Risk Assessment.

Background
Mrs. Jaye has applied for Landmark Tree status through the Department of the
Environment, City and County of San Francisco. The process has included public comment
at various hearings, and some members of the public have expressed opinions about this
tree being “hazardous”. Certain opinions came from a next-door neighbor who expressed
that the tree was “hazardous” and threatened the safety of her family. This report is meant
to address comments and opinions such as this.
Industry Standard for Tree Risk Assessment
The Tree Care Industry Association has developed industry standards, including ANSI A300
(Part9)-2011 Tree Risk Assessment a. Tree Structure Assessment. This industry standard
was developed by consensus of a committee that among others, included American Society
of Consulting Arborists, International Society of Arboriculture, National Park Service, Society
of Municipal Arborists, Tree Care Industry Association, USDA Forest Service, Utility Arborist
Association, and the three largest tree care companies in the United States, Asplundh,
Bartlett and Davey. A few citations from this standard help us understand the process of
identifying Tree Risk:
90.2 Reason: To assess structural integrity and other factors that affect the level of risk to
people or property and to provide information for mitigating risk.
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92.10 failure (tree failure): Breakage of stem or branches, or loss of mechanical support in
the root system.
92.13 mitigation: The process of diminishing risk.
92.17 residual risk: Risk remaining after mitigation.
92.27 structural defect: A feature, condition or deformity of a tree or tree parts that
indicates a weak structure and contributes to the likelihood of failure.
92.28 target: People or property that could be injured or damaged by the failure of a tree or
tree parts.
93.4.2.2.1 Level 2 assessments shall include a 360-degree, ground-based visual inspection
of the tree crown, trunk, trunk flare, above-ground roots, and site conditions around the tree
in relation to targets.
Tree Risk and This Tree
Mrs. Jaye has allowed access to her property for purposes of evaluation of this Coast
Redwood, and the tree has been evaluated for tree risk at a Level 2 assessment. Structural
defects were not found in the site conditions, above-ground roots, lower trunk, or trunk flare.
Minor defects were found in the upper trunk and limb structure:
•

The upper trunk bifurcated to have a secondary top. Failure of a secondary top is an
above-average risk. Upon failure this top could strike the roadway or Mrs. Jaye’s
property. Mrs. Jaye has proactively pruned this tree and reduced end weight and
length of the secondary top. The risk for this potential failure scenario has been
mitigated, and the risk is now low.

•

The limb structure had developed end-heavy limbs, particularly in the lower part of
the tree. This is a normal pattern of growth for a coast redwood growing in the open,
and this potential failure scenario is an above-average risk. Upon failure a limb
would strike the roadway or Mrs. Jaye’s property. Mrs. Jay has proactively pruned
this tree to reduce limb end weight throughout the tree. The risk for this potential
failure scenario has been mitigated, and the risk is now low.

No other defects were found.
Public comments and opinions regarding defects or “hazards” included reference to a trunk
lean and uprooting. There was no indication that the trunk leans, that the tree is uprooting,
or is likely to uproot any more than any other normal tree.
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Residual Risk
The “Residual Risk” (or Baseline Risk) is the risk remaining after mitigation. Both minor
defects leading to increased risk have been mitigated. The residual risk is now low, and is
comparable to residual risk posed by any normal, large coast redwood in a similar setting.
The residual risk posed by this tree is a greater risk than for a small tree, but is still low.
Trees that qualify for nomination and consideration for Landmark Tree status are typically
large, mature trees. Landmark Trees therefore will always have residual risk that is typical
of normal, healthy, large, mature trees of their species, and this risk will exceed that of a
small tree. This is a normal, healthy, large and mature tree that has residual risk that is low.
Conclusions
The concerns expressed by neighbors about this being a hazardous tree are not based on
Tree Risk Assessment industry standards, and cannot be confirmed or verified through a
Level 2 inspection. It is not unusual for laypersons to have fear of large trees, or to express
a fear as a means to an end. It has been made clear by testimony from some neighbors
that this tree has impacted many views. Perhaps since those views are not protected, the
“hazardous” argument has been raised.
The risk posed by any failure scenario of the entire tree or any parts of this tree is low. The
tree is not likely to develop any increased risk over time due to ongoing pruning under the
City of San Francisco Pruning Standard and due to pruning to maintain established views.
Several Certified Arborists and some of those being Tree Risk Assessment Qualified have
inspected this tree with a Level 2 inspection. None of those Arborists has raised a concern
or made a statement indicating that this tree is anything but a low risk tree.
Recommendations
I recommend that the Urban Forestry Council and the Board of Supervisors recognize and
assert that large, prominent and mature trees are some of the best candidates for Landmark
Tree status, and that the residual risk posed by these trees is to be expected and is
acceptable under the ordinance.
I recommend that the Urban Forestry Council and the Board of Supervisors consider this
tree as posing normal, low risk to the surrounding targets, including people, houses,
neighboring property and the streetscape, and that this tree is in fact a worthy candidate for
Landmark Tree status.
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Assumptions and Limiting Conditions
1. Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct. Title and ownership of all
property considered are assumed to be good and marketable. No responsibility is assumed for
matters legal in character. Any and all property is appraised or evaluated as though free and clear,
under responsible ownership and competent management.
2. It is assumed that any property is not in violation of any applicable codes, ordinances, statutes or
other governmental regulations.
3. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been verified insofar
as possible. The consultant can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information
provided by others.
4. Various diagrams, sketches and photographs in this report are intended as visual aids and are not to
scale, unless specifically stated as such on the drawing. These communication tools in no way
substitute for nor should be construed as surveys, architectural or engineering drawings.
5. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.
6. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose
by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written or verbal consent of
the consultant.
7. This report is confidential and to be distributed only to the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.
Any or all of the contents of this report may be conveyed to another party only with the express prior
written or verbal consent of the consultant. Such limitations apply to the original report, a copy,
facsimile, scanned image or digital version thereof.
8. This report represents the opinion of the consultant. In no way is the consultant’s fee contingent upon
a stipulated result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.
9. The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report
unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for
such services as described in the fee schedule, an agreement or a contract.
10. Information contained in this report reflects observations made only to those items described and only
reflects the condition of those items at the time of the site visit. Furthermore, the inspection is limited
to visual examination of items and elements at the site, unless expressly stated otherwise. There is
no expressed or implied warranty or guarantee that problems or deficiencies of the plants or property
inspected may not arise in the future.

Disclosure Statement
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experience to examine
trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of
living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborist, or to
seek additional advice.
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree. Trees
are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden within trees
and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances,
or for a specified period of time. Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed.
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Treatment, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s
services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and
other issues. An arborist cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate
information is disclosed to the arborist. An arborist should then be expected to reasonably rely upon the
completeness and accuracy of the information provided.
Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept some degree of
risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate the trees.

Certification of Performance
I, Roy C. Leggitt, III, Certify:

•

That we have inspected the trees and/or property evaluated in this report. We have stated findings
accurately, insofar as the limitations of the Assignment and within the extent and context identified by
this report;

•

That we have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or any real estate that is the subject
of this report, and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved;

•

That the analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are original and are based on current
scientific procedures and facts and according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices;

•

That no significant professional assistance was provided, except as indicated by the inclusion of
another professional report within this report;

•

That compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that favors the
cause of the client or any other party.

I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists and a member and
Certified Arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture.
I have attained professional training in all areas of knowledge asserted through this report by completion
of a Bachelor of Science degree in Plant Science, by routinely attending pertinent professional
conferences and by reading current research from professional journals, books and other media.
I have rendered professional services in a full time capacity in the field of horticulture and arboriculture for
more than 25 years.

Signed:
Date:

12/12/16
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Meri Jaye

RE:

Landmark Tree Nomination
Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)

Date: 9/27/16

ARBORIST REPORT
Assignment
•
•
•
•

Attend a meeting with Mrs. Jaye at 4 Montclair Terrace to discuss the coast redwood
and Landmark Tree Nomination Form (the Nomination form).
Inspect the tree to evaluate health, structure and sustainability.
Evaluate tree, site and cultural factors as related to the Nomination form.
Provide a supplemental Nomination form and an Arborist Report with photographs.

Background
Mrs. Jaye has owned and lived at this property since the early 1960’s, and has treasured
her garden for over 50 years. This tree was planted by her shortly after purchase of the
property, and has significant cultural connections and importance.
The Nomination form has been filled out by her with some assistance, and contains much of
the fundamental information, but is missing some additional facts and historic connections.
Further, the Nomination form does not have an analysis by a Certified Arborist. It is my
intention to provide this Arborist Report to close those information gaps.
A total of 14 photographs are supplied and attached to this Arborist Report. I took most of
these photos, and Roland Jadryev took the others. Although limited web research has been
done, a few prominent sites feature photographs of Lombard Street gardens, and some
show this tree. Some of web pages are attached to this report.
To keep information clear and easily applied to the Nomination, the Arborist Report subheadings are the same as on the Nomination form. It is my intention that this Arborist
Report and attachments be provided to the Urban Forestry Council, City Staff and the Board
of Supervisors for consideration of this Landmark Tree nomination, and thereby will become
part of the public record.
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Tree Description
Tree name (species and common name): Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)
Number of trees: One
Street address: 4 Montclair Terrace, between Lombard and Chestnut Streets
Location of tree: The nomination form indicates “Other: Back Yard”. The property is a
corner lot with the yard or garden along Montclair. This would perhaps be better thought
of as a “Corner-side yard”.
This tree is only on the Jaye property.
GPS units are not available.
Height was measured as 96 feet. This was done by measuring an angle from a know
distance from the tree. An angle of 54 degrees was measured using a Suunto
Clinometer at 70 feet. Because of the sloping street, my eye elevation was level with the
base of the tree. The Forestry Forum website provides the following on line calculator
results:

Average canopy width was measured as 19 feet radius, for a total canopy width of 38 feet.
Circumference at chest level is 203.6 inches (or a DBH of 64.8 inches).
Circumference at ground level is 290.0 inches (92.3 diameter inches X pi).
Rarity
This is a common species in San Francisco, but is uncommon in a residential setting,
particularly at this maturity point.
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Physical
Size: The size is large for this species in San Francisco. The species can become much
larger in native, old-growth stands, but those trees are not found in San Francisco.
Age: This tree is 53 to 54 years old. This is not a significantly advanced age for this species
in old-growth stands, but is moderately old for a landscape tree in San Francisco. The
tree was planted either late 1962 or early 1963.
Distinguished form: This tree has a classic form for a mature coast redwood. There are
well-developed burls at the base. The trunk has a massive and sculptural tapering form,
and the limb structure radiates evenly in all directions and throughout the upper 75 feet
of the tree.
Tree condition: The tree is in excellent health and excellent structural condition. There are
no elevated or unusual hazards posed by this tree. The condition is good.
Historical
Historical Association: Yes.
Montclair was originally the street with the Hearst family stables. This street is likely
named Montclair due to the family connections to Montclair, New Jersey, still a
stronghold for Hearst family members and the Hearst Corporation. George Hearst, the
father of William Randolph Hearst, United States Senator and mining magnate, used
these stables during the 1800’s. His wife met in this garden with the French author
Madame Soleil, and a Le Franchise variety rose was exchanged and planted in this
garden.
This tree was planted in late 1962 in memory of Mrs. Jaye’s late husband and children.
Another sister tree or companion tree of the same species was planted in about 1964 for
Peace, and still stands in a small village outside of Hiroshima, Japan. This companion
tree is revered by the local community in Japan as a symbol of Peace, and for the
connection to the sister tree in San Francisco.
In 2013 the Lakota Chief, Chief Miller blessed this tree with sweetgrass. The record of
this blessing is maintained in the Amreican Indian Institute. Further details will be
provided directly by Mrs. Jaye.
Profiled in a publication or other media: No.
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Environmental
Prominent landscape feature: Yes. This tree is 96 feet tall and is visible, providing a visual
extension and enhancement of the garden along the crooked street block of Lombard
Street.
Low tree density: Low. This neighborhood has few trees because of high-density
development. Recent removal of a large tree from a nearby property has reduced the
tree density in this area, and other large trees have recently been removed on Chestnut
Street properties.
Interdependent group of trees: No.
Visible or Accessible from public right-of-way. Yes. The tree is behind a property boundary
fence, but extends for about 85 feet above this fence, and overhangs Montclair Terrace.
High traffic area: Yes. The crooked block of Lombard Street is extremely heavily used all
year long. This tree is on a property with frontage on this block of Lombard Street.
Important wildlife habitat: Yes. A minimum of 7 species of birds have been documented,
including dark-eyed junco, Anna’s hummingbird, American robin, white-crowned
sparrow, American crow, Townsend’s warbler, and red-masked parakeets.
The dark-eyed junco, white-crowned sparrow and Townsend’s warbler are migrant
species and are protected under Federal law under the Migratory Species Protection
Act, and are further protected under State law. This tree is apparently providing habitat
for migratory species as a part of the Pacific Flyway.
The red-masked parakeets (also known as cherry-headed conures) are the birds
featured in the book titled “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill” by Mark Bittner, and the
film by the same title by Judy Irving. These iconic birds are free to roam throughout San
Francisco, but have chosen this very tree as a favorite stopping point. Many tourists and
locals alike appreciate having these birds in this tree, making for a rare and unique
experience.
Erosion control: No. All trees send roots into surrounding soil to interlock and stabilize the
surrounding area, but this tree is not planted for that purpose and is not in an erosionprone location such as a drainage channel or ravine.
Wind or sound barrier: Yes. The lower limbs provide wind and sound benefits to the upper
floors of the Jaye residence.
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Cultural
Neighborhood appreciation: Yes. The tourists along Lombard Street are drawn to the tree
because of the easy access on a level street, the connecting Montclair Terrace stairs to
Chestnut Street, the majesty of the tree and dominance on this street, and due to the
parakeets. Tourists regularly photograph the birds and the tree.
Cultural appreciation: None apparent.
Planting contributes to neighborhood character: Yes. The tree is a prominent landscape
feature that is 96 feet tall, and is on a property that has frontage on the crooked block of
Lombard Street. The crookedness of Lombard is only part of the appeal of the street; it
is also beautifully landscaped, and this tree expands the landscaped feeling onto
Montclair Terrace and toward the north. Because of one of the turns on Lombard Street
lining up with the entry point to Montclair Terrace, there is an established view corridor
that is directly aligned with this tree and frames it perfectly. Every visitor traveling down
Lombard Street has this special view that enhances the neighborhood character.
Profiled in a publication or other media: Yes.
The Wikipedia page for Lombard Street (San Francisco) features a prominent
photograph of the crooked block of Lombard Street as seen from Coit Tower. This tree
is just out of view to the right of this image.
TripAdvisor features an image for Segway tours with Lombard Street, the Jaye home
and this tree shown (https://www.tripadvisor.ca/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g60713d106232-i219933063-Lombard_Street-San_Francisco_California.html).
MyEscapeDestinations (in Russian) also features a view of this block of Lombard Street.
A copy of this web page is attached.
These prominent websites illustrate the importance of the Lombard Street landscape,
and this tree is connected to and an extension of that landscape. Although the Lombard
Street landscape is the feature or focus of these images, neither Lombard Street, the
tree, or the neighborhood would be as appealing without this tree present.
Prominent landscape feature: Yes. This is a large tree in a very prominent location, and the
tree is easily seen and appreciated from many angles, from up close and from afar.
Prominence is apparent from several neighborhoods, including Russian Hill, Telegraph
Hill, Chinatown and North Beach.
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Recommendations
This coast redwood is in excellent condition, is not a hazardous tree, and is in a site where it
can sustain growth for many years to come. The tree is notable, has important connections
to the past, and is enjoyed and appreciated by thousands of visitors each year.
This tree is of tremendous value to the Citizens of San Francisco, and it is a privilege to
have the opportunity to grant Landmark Tree recognition and protection.
I recommend that this tree be granted Landmark Tree status.
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Assumptions and Limiting Conditions
1. Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct. Title and ownership of all
property considered are assumed to be good and marketable. No responsibility is assumed for
matters legal in character. Any and all property is appraised or evaluated as though free and clear,
under responsible ownership and competent management.
2. It is assumed that any property is not in violation of any applicable codes, ordinances, statutes or
other governmental regulations.
3. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been verified insofar
as possible. The consultant can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information
provided by others.
4. Various diagrams, sketches and photographs in this report are intended as visual aids and are not to
scale, unless specifically stated as such on the drawing. These communication tools in no way
substitute for nor should be construed as surveys, architectural or engineering drawings.
5. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.
6. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose
by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written or verbal consent of
the consultant.
7. This report is confidential and to be distributed only to the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.
Any or all of the contents of this report may be conveyed to another party only with the express prior
written or verbal consent of the consultant. Such limitations apply to the original report, a copy,
facsimile, scanned image or digital version thereof.
8. This report represents the opinion of the consultant. In no way is the consultant’s fee contingent upon
a stipulated result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.
9. The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report
unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for
such services as described in the fee schedule, an agreement or a contract.
10. Information contained in this report reflects observations made only to those items described and only
reflects the condition of those items at the time of the site visit. Furthermore, the inspection is limited
to visual examination of items and elements at the site, unless expressly stated otherwise. There is
no expressed or implied warranty or guarantee that problems or deficiencies of the plants or property
inspected may not arise in the future.

Disclosure Statement
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experience to examine
trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of
living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborist, or to
seek additional advice.
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree. Trees
are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden within trees
and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances,
or for a specified period of time. Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed.
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cell/voicemail 415.606.3610

office 415.921.3610

fax 415.921.7711

email RCL3@mindspring.com

Treatment, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s
services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and
other issues. An arborist cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate
information is disclosed to the arborist. An arborist should then be expected to reasonably rely upon the
completeness and accuracy of the information provided.
Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept some degree of
risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate the trees.

Certification of Performance
I, Roy C. Leggitt, III, Certify:

•

That we have inspected the trees and/or property evaluated in this report. We have stated findings
accurately, insofar as the limitations of the Assignment and within the extent and context identified by
this report;

•

That we have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or any real estate that is the subject
of this report, and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved;

•

That the analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are original and are based on current
scientific procedures and facts and according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices;

•

That no significant professional assistance was provided, except as indicated by the inclusion of
another professional report within this report;

•

That compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that favors the
cause of the client or any other party.

I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists and a member and
Certified Arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture.
I have attained professional training in all areas of knowledge asserted through this report by completion
of a Bachelor of Science degree in Plant Science, by routinely attending pertinent professional
conferences and by reading current research from professional journals, books and other media.
I have rendered professional services in a full time capacity in the field of horticulture and arboriculture for
more than 25 years.

Signed:
Date:

9/27/16
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Lombard Street (San Francisco)
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Lombard Street is an east–west street in San Francisco, California that is famous for a steep,
one-block section with eight hairpin turns. Stretching from The Presidio east to The Embarcadero
(with a gap on Telegraph Hill), most of the street's western segment is a major thoroughfare
designated as part of U.S. Route 101. The famous one-block section, claimed as "the most crooked
street in the world", is located along the eastern segment in the Russian Hill neighborhood. The street
was named after Lombard Street in Philadelphia by San Francisco surveyor Jasper O'Farrell.[1]

Lombard Street
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Route description
Lombard Street's west end is at Presidio Boulevard
inside The Presidio; it then heads east through the
Cow Hollow neighborhood. For twelve blocks, between
Broderick Street and Van Ness Avenue, it is an arterial
road that is co-signed as U.S. Route 101. Lombard
Street continues through the Russian Hill
neighborhood and to the Telegraph Hill neighborhood.
At Telegraph Hill it turns south, becoming Telegraph
Hill Boulevard to Pioneer Park and Coit Tower.
Lombard Street starts again at Winthrop Street and
ends at The Embarcadero as a collector road.[2]

Looking east down the curvy block of
Lombard Street, with the straight section
continuing towards Telegraph Hill and Coit
Tower

Lombard Street seen from Coit Tower
Maintained by

San Francisco DPW
Caltrans (US 101 portion)

Coordinates

37°48′07″N 122°25′08″W

West end

Presidio Boulevard

Major

US 101

junctions
Lombard Street is known for the one-way block on
Russian Hill between Hyde and Leavenworth Streets,
East end
The Embarcadero
where eight sharp turns are said to make it the most
crooked street in the world. The design, first suggested
by property owner Carl Henry[3] and built in 1922,[4] was intended to reduce the hill's natural 27%
grade,[5] which was too steep for most vehicles. It is also a hazard to pedestrians, who are accustomed
to shallow inclines, up to 4.86° because of wheel chair navigability concerns. The crooked block is
perhaps 600 feet (180 m) long (412.5 feet (125.7 m) straightline), is one-way (downhill) and is paved with
red bricks. The sign at the top recommends 5 mph (8 km/h).

The Powell-Hyde cable car stops at the top of the block on Hyde Street.[6]
Past residents of Lombard Street include Rowena Meeks Abdy,[7] an early California painter who worked
in the style of Impressionism.

Gallery

Looking up Lombard Street
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Traffic caution sign at top of switchbacks recommends a top speed
of 5 miles per hour (8.0 km/h)

9/27/16 4:48 PM

Lombard Street (San Francisco) - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Lombard Street's famed route
twists past flower beds in full
bloom

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lombard_Street_(San_Francisco)

Cars exit from lowest switchback section

Lombard Street from bottom

Time-exposure
photo at night
clearly shows the 8
switchbacks

Sign for Lombard
Street at intersection
with Leavenworth
Street

A panoramic view of Lombard Street

See also
49-Mile Scenic Drive
Vermont Street, the other San Francisco street claimed to be the "most crooked"[8] has seven turns instead of eight, but its hill is steeper than
Lombard's
Snake Alley in Burlington, Iowa, once recognized by Ripley's Believe It or Not! as "The Crookedest Street in the World". Like Lombard Street it
has eight turns but over a shorter distance.
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External links
Media related to Lombard Street at Wikimedia Commons
Tourist Trapped: The Crookedest Street In The World (http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/culture
/detail?entry_id=90856), SFGate Culture Blog
Lombard Street (http://www.sftodo.com/lomabardcrookedstreet.html) on San Francisco To Do
Lombard Street, SF GuideLines (http://www.sfcityguides.org
/public_guidelines.html?article=1012&submitted=TRUE)

External media
Images
This early image shows Lombard Street
in 1933, before the hydrangeas were planted.
(http://www.sfcityguides.org/images/guidelines
/lombardAAB-4398.jpg)

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lombard_Street_(San_Francisco)&
oldid=731568802"
Categories: Landmarks in San Francisco, California Russian Hill, San Francisco
Streets in San Francisco, California U.S. Route 101

This early image shows the houses on
the south side of the block were destroyed to
create a fire break during the 1906
Earthquake and Fire. In this photo taken
during street construction, the south side is
still not built up. (http://www.sfcityguides.org

This page was last modified on 26 July 2016, at 05:25.
Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms
may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a
registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

/images/guidelines/lombardAAB-4365.jpg)
Lombard Street view from Telegraph Hill,
with Candyland promotional striping, August
2009 (https://secure.flickr.com/photos
/schuberts/3837718597/) on Flickr
Video
Down Lombard Street view in Video with
interactive map (http://www.kinomap.com
/#km-ydqfvs) on Kinomap
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Montclair Redwood Tree- Observations and Ecological Value
Observations and report by Josiah Clark, Consulting Ecologist 11/4/16
Introduction
The Coastal Redwood Tree located at 4 Montclair is one of the largest trees in the
neighborhood, and as such is a locally significant habitat resource. This redwood
tree is the habitat of dozens of species of birds and a hundred or more species of
invertebrates including insects and spiders. “Cover” is a primary habitat component
in any urban area, and this is perhaps the biggest piece of cover in the
neighborhood.
Methods
At the request of the owner a total of four visits were made to this tree, with
observation periods lasting between one and two hours. During each observation
period efforts were made to note all species that entered the tree.
Observations
The boughs provide layers of foliage and the bark and trunk serve as foraging areas
for many species of songbirds. During my visits migrant birds to the tree included
Townsend’s Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler and Orange-crowned Warbler.
Resident birds that were regularly seen using the tree include Chestnut-backed
Chickadee, Dark-eyed Junco and Anna’s Hummingbird. There are also native species
that eat the redwood seeds.
Local Ecological Significance
There is a general rule that plant species from a bioregion have more relationships
with native insect and animal species than they do with non-native plants. This is a
theme we see with redwoods and other native conifers in the urban forest of San
Francisco and is true with this tree.
The canopy of a large tree in a neighborhood like this one provides a suspended
refuge of native biomass for wildlife to visit and inhabit. Raptors and other birds use
this high point as a strategic hunting spot and vantage point to observe the skyline.
Smaller birds including American Robin and Anna’s Hummingbird use the dense
foliage of redwoods like this one to hide their nests.
Conclusion
This Coast Redwood does play a significant role in the ecology of the neighborhood
as a habitat feature for birds, insects and other local wildlife. It is a tree species that
is native to the bioregion and facilitates beneficial processes between native flora
and fauna.
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(Continued)
Following is a list of the species I observed using the tree.
Table 1: Native Bird Species observed using the Montclair Redwood
Mourning Dove

Anna’s Hummingbird
Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

American Crow

American Robin

Orange-crowned
Warbler

Western Scrub Jay

Hermit Thrush

Dark-eyed Junco

Chestnut-backed
Chickadee
Pygmy Nuthatch

Townsend’s Warbler

White-crowned
Sparrow
Lesser Goldfinch

Yellow-rumped
warbler

Table 2: Introduced, non-native birds observed using Montclair Redwood
Red-masked Parakeet

European Starling
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October 20, 2016

Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,
I am writing in support of the designation of landmark status for the redwood tree
located on the property of Mrs. Meri Jaye, located at #4 Montclair Terrace in San
Francisco.
In my culture a significant tree is called kumu. It describes the fullness of knowledge of
the ages. It defines the main stalk of a tree or sapling, the trunk, the base, the
foundation, the basis of, title (as to land), hereditary and fundamental connection to
our past. It also defines the holder of knowledge, a teacher, a tutor, a model, a pattern
and a guide.
I believe that it is very important to protect such a beautiful creation and therefore
request that you support this nomination as a City Landmark Tree.
I look forward to this decree and thank you for all that you do for the City of San
Francisco.
Best regards,
Darvette Abbate

October 27, 2016
In 2006 the City of San Francisco had the tremendous foresight to create a
Landmark Tree Program to protect our City’s most important trees.
Redwood trees are native to our bioregion and emblematic of the area’s unique
natural history and remarkably specialized biodiversity.
For city residents and the countless tourists who come to the iconic crooked section
of Lombard street, native California trees like this one are touchstones to the rich
natural history and stories that form the backdrop to our fair city.
Builders have always coveted the long lasting, rot resistant wood of Redwood trees.
This one is a mere 96 feet tall and 54 years old, just entering the prime of life.
The story of this redwood reaches far beyond this one tree. It is literally and
figuratively a stepping-stone for creatures and people that come from far and near.
It connects us all to places, processes and stories that are bigger than us.
There are new and amusing relationships between this tree and newly established
city residents, like these Parrots from nearby Telegraph Hill.
But far more profound and important is preserving the old relationships and local
biodiversity that exist within this tree and its surroundings.
Redwoods are a familiar and widely used resource by birds like American Robins,
which nest and forage for insects among the foliage. Similarly Chestnut-backed
Chickadee, Dark-eyed Junco and Anna’s Hummingbird are resident native bird
species of coastal redwoods. They are fixtures in this tree.
Also migrant birds from the mountains and far north traverse there way through
the city, species like Northern Flicker and Townsend’s Warbler find familiar refuge,
foraging areas and vantage points atop this conifer, located atop a hill.
But for me the story of preservation goes beyond this one tree. It is a story that pits
views of the city against views of canopy.
It contrasts the value of nature we all share against the value of real estate, which is
held by only few.
And it forces us all to stand up for the values of the city we want to live in, and
believe in.
Unfortunately not every tree in this city can be, or should be saved.
There are lots of reasons this one should be preserved. So I ask you to join us in the
effort to LandMark this Tree.
Josiah Clark, Consulting Ecologist

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Lawrence Dillon
Re: Mrs. Jaye
October 19, 2016 at 12:44 PM
Roland Jadryev

Dear Sirs:
I wish to express my full support for granting Landmark Status to the giant sequoia tree located on the property of Mrs Meri Jaye at 4
Montclair Terrace, San Francisco California.
Respectfully,
Lawrence

Date: January 21, 2017
Mr. Mark Farrell
Supervisor, District 2
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA

Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,
I am writing in support of land marking the giant redwood tree in your district located just off
Lombard’s crooked street on Montclair Terrace. I ask that you support the completion of the
process for this special tree to become a City Landmark Tree.
• Why does the tree need extra protection?
The neighbors are plotting to take this tree down. Dr. Vanier had the tree owner sign over air
right of her property to him so he could cut down the tree.
The strong opposition is exactly the reason this tree needs extra protection.
•

The program was designed for this exact situation where neighbors value their view
more than anything else.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Hervé Duprez

January 19, 2017
Mr. Mark Farrell
Supervisor, District 2
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA
Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,
I am writing in support of the majestic giant Redwood Tree in your district located just
off Lombard’s crooked street on Montclair Terrace. We ask that you support the
completion of the process for this special tree to become a City Landmark Tree.
It is important to protect and preserve this great symbol for the future.
This tree is such a lovely addition to Montclair AND to San Francisco. So many tourists
visit Lombard, and then look aside to see this majestic tree. For many it is the first time
they have ever seen a beautiful Redwood tree -- it is a wonderful sight from the
Crookedist Street.
It is such a generous gesture on the part of Mrs. Jaye to welcome school children into
her yard to meet their first redwood tree. Additional hospitality for local birds is also
offered by the spirit of this monumental tree.
Thank you for your consideration. Please grant it landmark status, and continue the
wonderful educational, spiritual, and botanical experiences that this lovely tree
provides. Surely this is exactly the kind of singular gift that Landmark Status was
created to protect.
Sincerely,

Nancy Fardelius Fees

January 19, 2017
Mr. Mark Farrell
Supervisor, District 2
Urban Forestry Council
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
Seeking the benevolent attention of Supervisor Mark Farrell and Members of the
Landmark Tree Council:
I am writing in support of the majestic giant redwood tree located in your district on
Montclair Terrace, just off Lombard Street. I join numerous
other San Francisco citizen taxpayers in asking you to support the completion of the
process for making this special tree a City Landmark Tree.
I sincerely believe that it is important to protect and preserve all trees -- and in particular
this great and native symbol -- for future generations to enjoy.
I thank you for your consideration and ask for your positive response.
Sincerely,

Linda A. Feldman

January 20, 2017
Mr. Mark Farrell
Supervisor, District 2
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA
Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,
I am writing in support of the majestic giant Redwood Tree in your district
located just off Lombard’s crooked street on Montclair Terrace. We ask
that you support the completion of the process for this special tree to
become a City Landmark Tree.
It is important to protect and preserve this great symbol for the future.
This tree has been deemed healthy and safe and is tied to the experience of
those visiting the iconic crookedest street of Lombard.
Our beautiful City, increasingly covered by more new projects and
concrete, must help protect these green denizens that are an integral fabric
of its past.
This tree could most certainly be the poster child for the mission of the
Urban Forestry Council’s Landmark Tree Program, “to identify and
preserve our City’s most important trees.”
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Roland Jadryev

From: Linda Klemczak
Subject: Redwood Tree on Lombard st
Date: October 16, 2016 at 2:33 PM
To:

Date: 10/16/16

Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,

I am writing in support of the majestic giant Redwood Tree in your district located just off Lombard’s crooked street on Montclair
Terrace.

We ask that you support the nomination for this special tree to become a City Landmark Tree.

It is important to protect and preserve this great symbol for the future.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Name: Linda Klemczak

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Jim Lawrence
redwood tree landmark designation.doc
October 12, 2016 at 10:54 AM
Roland Jadryev

Roland, attached per your request is my letter in support of landmark designation for the tree on Montclair terrace.
Please leme know if there is anything else you need.
Jim Lawrence

James S. Lawrence

October 12, 2016

Mr. Mark Farrell
Supervisor District 2
San Francisco City Hall
1 Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
Re: Landmark Designation for the Redwood Tree at Montclair Terrace
Dear Supervisor Farrell and other Members of the Landmark Tree Council:
I am writing to support the designation of the majestic Giant Sequoia
(Redwood Tree) which is located near the crooked section of Lombard Street
on Montclair Terrace. I ask for your support in ensuring that this special tree,
a valuable asset to the neighborhood and indeed to the City, be designated as
a City Landmark Tree. Such a designation will serve to ensure the
preservation of this magnificent tree for the enjoyment of future generations
of San Franciscans and visitors alike.
It is important to protect and preserve this great symbol of our city’s respect
for the importance of and accessibility to nature.

for the importance of and accessibility to nature.
Sincerely,
James S. Lawrence

Nina G. Moore

Supervisor Farrell
& The Urban Forestry Council,
San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, # 244
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
Dear Supervisor Farrell:
I guide hundreds of children as a volunteer docent through the San
Francisco Botanical Garden each year. I often ask the students to join
hands around the large cypress tree in the Great Meadow or in the
Redwood Forest. I ask them to imagine how many students it will
take to circle the tree the next time they visit in the hope that the tree
becomes a landmark in their lives. What I didn’t know until today was
that trees in San Francisco could be designated as landmarks.
As a member of the Friends of the Portola Redwoods and Castle
Rock State Parks, I learned about the landmark status petition for the
redwood tree on Montclair Terrace in San Francisco. While the SFBG
tries to accommodate K-5 students via a public lottery, not every
student has an opportunity to have this amazing experience. Please
help leverage the experience that our students in San Francisco have
at SFBG and extend our reach to those students that can’t attend our
walks, by awarding landmark status to the redwood tree on Montclair
Terrace. Help make this tree a landmark in their lives.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for the important
work that you and the Urban Forest Council do.
Regards,
Nina Moore

October 12, 2016

Giselle Parry-Farris
Commander
Sovereign Order of St. John Knights Hospitaller
San Francisco Commandery

I request consideration for Mrs Jaye in keeping the Redwood tree in honor of her late
husband and children who were tragically lost in a plane crash. That if after her passing
the tree is problematic it be removed

Giselle Parry-Farris

From:
Subject: make Montclair Terrace redwood a Landmark Tree
Date: October 12, 2016 at 1:03 PM
To:
Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,
I am writing in support of all those who want to preserve, protect, honor and revere the beautiful Redwood Tree in your district located
just off Lombard’s crooked street on Montclair Terrace.
I join in asking you to support the nomination for this redwood tree to become a City Landmark Tree.
It is important to protect and preserve this great, living symbol of a healthy, green, treed future. San Francisco can take the right,
green, environmentally sounds action here.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Jack Gescheidt, Founder
The TreeSpirit Project

Montclair Terrace Sales History

Address
15 Montclair Terrace

Date of Purchase
6/11/15

25 Montclair Terrace

1/6/75

33 Montclair Terrace

10/6/16

40 Montclair

2/19/14

44 Montclair

11/2/12

65 Montclair

8/21/15

Tree roughly same height
as now; paid over asking
price in competition
Tree at or above roof
height as shown in
postcard photo submitted
in package dated 1978
Tree roughly same height
as now; paid over asking
price in competition
Tree roughly same height
as now; paid over asking
price in competition
Tree roughly same height
as now; paid over asking
price in competition
Tree roughly same height
as now

Nina G. Moore

Supervisor Farrell
& The Urban Forestry Council,
San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, # 244
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
Dear Supervisor Farrell:
I guide hundreds of children as a volunteer docent through the San
Francisco Botanical Garden each year. I often ask the students to join
hands around the large cypress tree in the Great Meadow or in the
Redwood Forest. I ask them to imagine how many students it will
take to circle the tree the next time they visit in the hope that the tree
becomes a landmark in their lives. What I didn’t know until today was
that trees in San Francisco could be designated as landmarks.
As a member of the Friends of the Portola Redwoods and Castle
Rock State Parks, I learned about the landmark status petition for the
redwood tree on Montclair Terrace in San Francisco. While the SFBG
tries to accommodate K-5 students via a public lottery, not every
student has an opportunity to have this amazing experience. Please
help leverage the experience that our students in San Francisco have
at SFBG and extend our reach to those students that can’t attend our
walks, by awarding landmark status to the redwood tree on Montclair
Terrace. Help make this tree a landmark in their lives.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for the important
work that you and the Urban Forest Council do.
Regards,
Nina Moore

THIS IS A PARTIAL LIST FROM CHANGE.ORG PETITION TO SUPERVISOR
FARRELL, ASKING FOR HIS SUPPORT TO COMPLETE THE PROCESS TO
LANDMARK THIS MAJESTIC REDWOOD TREE.
448 TOTAL SIGNATURES (and rising) AS OF 1/23/17
PETITION WEBSITE (Change.org) URL: https://www.change.org/p/sfsupervisor-mark-farrell-help-landmark-this-san-francisco-redwood-tree-in-theheart-of-the-city
TREE WEBSITE: http://www.HelpLandmarkThisRedwood.com
We are the neighbors on Leavenworth Street who enjoy and see the tree
everyday for inspiration.
Kindly give landmark status to the Montclair Giant Redwood.
Alfred & Val Young, San Francisco, CA
This tree is a cherished part of the neighborhood where I grew up. Landmark
trees are part of our civic heritage. We as residents have a claim on their
continuing to thrive that overlaps with property rights of the trees' stewards. San
Francisco’s place in nature is cemented by the place of nature in the city.
Jason Dewees, San Francisco, CA
Bad SF policy recently - cutting down trees. Poor maintenance
Russian Hill lost 3 prime giant sequoias in favor of enlarged single unit real estate
development.
Katherine Koelschkriken, San Francisco, CA
I have studied this issue and the very strong documentation in support of granting
landmark status to this tree. I am at a loss as to what possible (rational) objection
could be made to landmarking it. It has been found to be sound and not
hazardous. Its presence is a gift of great natural beauty to the city and to all who
see it. It must be protected for the wonder that it is and as a continuing reminder
of our obligation as stewards of nature in a San Francisco that is now
disappearing all too fast into a warren of towers and pavement.
Robert Laws, San Francisco, CA
This woman is right! My parent’s weren’t very “outdoorsy” and if I hadn’t been a
girl shout as a child (I grew up and still live in The City) I NEVER would have
gone camping or maybe never even seen a forest as a child. I may never have
developed a love of nature. The kids who have been taken to see and touch this
tree will always remember it. It could spark an appreciation of nature in them as

well, and that can lead a person’s life in a completely different direction - one of
responsibility for the environment, conservation and creativity. Plus we need all
the carbon-sinks we can get to absorb the pollutants in the City’s carbon
monoxide-filled air.
Please save this tree!
LaVive Kiely, San Francisco, CA
From a former resident of San Francisco with a view of the tree from 945 Green.
Suzanne L Erving, Bainbridge Island, WA
Trees such as this are a huge benefit to all citizens of our state and visitors from
across the world. I would hope the Landmark Tree Committe will due all in its
power to protect this tree for the decades that come. It is a treasure to have such
a magnificent tree in SF.
Betsy Holzhauer
St. Helena, CA
I am signing it because I work near by and want to preserve nature.
Martin Annush, Oakland, CA
“The redwoods, once seen, leave a mark or create a vision that stays with you
always...States and governments could not buy and protect these holy trees. This
being so, clubs, organizations, even individuals, bought them and dedicated them
to the future. I don’t know any other similar case. Such is the impact of the
Sequoias on the human mind.” (Steinbeck, Travels with Charlie, 1961)
Maria Santangelo, San Mateo, CA
San Francisco needs to preserve all of its trees for a better environment, but
especially this one for its beauty and spiritual importance.
Linda Feldman, San Francisco, CA
When I first moved to my neighborhood near Park Presidio Blvd, Urban Forestry
wanted to remove the redwood(s) that had been planted on the 14th Ave side. I
opposed that removal and I oppose this one, too.
Karen Cleek, San Francisco, CA
This tree IS the view! The life of a tree of this longevity and stature is more
significant than the long-distance views of a few humans who will come and go!
Diana Goldstein, San Francisco, CA

In the middle of a heart of concrete, a little green can go a long way.
We need to keep this as a reminder of what the environment can provide.
Harrison Newkirtk, Menlo Park, CA
I stand with redwoods and this marvelous citizen who so eloquently wants to
preserve them.
Lynne Burwell, San Francisco, CA
This city needs every tree it can get, especially a redwood like this one.
Ian Berke, San Francisco, CA
San Francisco needs to protect every healthy tree. Trees are the lungs and
beauty of the city.
Jacqueline Proctor, San Francisco, CA
Our city deserves the beauty of trees throughout its urban landscape, and this
majestic Redwood is a treasure that needs to be protected.
Pamela Tudor, San Francisco, CA
This gorgeous redwood has earned its place and right to continue beautifying
San Francisco for hundreds more years. We must, San Francisco MUST wisely
appreciate this living treasure as a dear, contributing, living neighbor and friend to
all residents and millions of annual Lombard St. area visitors, too.
Jack Gescheidt, San Geronimo, CA
I am signing because I also have three Giant Sequoias in my backyard that were
planted in memory of loved ones I have lost. Watching them grow to their current
majestic sizes over the past 40 years has given me great joy, and so have birds
and other wildlife that has taken up residence in these magnificent trees.
James Lawrence, San Francisco, CA
Access to nature has a proven benefit to mental health and keeping such a
magnificent example in the heart of the city is a great demonstration of putting
the benefit of the many ahead of the benefit of the few
Christopher McAtominey, London, United Kingdom

We have to save our urban forest to persevere the bird sanctuary and other eco
systems that thrive because of an urban forest. This spectacular specimen
represents a living monument to the neighborhood it oversees. Redwoods are
strong trees that can thrive in the city and this redwood must be protected. Is
federal protection an option?
Stan Anderson, Seattle, WA
I agree with Theodore Roosevelt who said “our people should see to it that they
are preserved for their children and their children’s children forever, with their
majestic beauty all unmarried.”
Susan Chauncy, Reno, NV
Living in the mountains above he Napa Valley, I am surrounded by natural
beauty that those who live in San Francisco may never see. Please sign this
petition to protect a giant, majestic sequoia tree that my moms dear, old friend
Meri Jaye planted many years ago in memory of her husband and two sons that
died in a plane crash. This tree provides home to wildlife and also acts as a
diamond in the rough amidst the concrete.
Kathryn Chauncy, Angwin, CA
San Francisco is the best city in the world and I am proud to have once called it
my home, and hope to once again call it my home in the near future. Please
landmark this beautiful tree, as it holds a special place in history, not only to Mrs.
Jaye but to the city of San Francisco. Thank you. Amy D, Buffalo, NY
Keep this beacon of history and strength where it is.
Diane Ireland, San Francisco, CA
Because we need as many trees as we can get! Especially Redwoods!!
Sally Kassoff, Fountain Valley, CA
It is a mature beautiful tree in a more and more concrete environment... It seems
to be on the wind protected side of the hill and doesn't apparently have branches
acting as 'sails'. It doesn't block the opposite neighbors views and softens the
view of all the “ungreened” roofs below so one isn't just looking at stacks of roof
equipment
Dat Pham, San Francisco, CA
It’s a majestic memorial redwood tree.
What could be a good enough reason to cut it down?
Pamela Wells, SAN JOSE, CA

Our city deserves the beauty of trees throughout its urban landscape, and this
majestic Redwood is a treasure that needs to be protected.
Pamela Tudor, San Francisco, CA
The city needs anti-pollution trees to protect and help with global warming.
Aurelio Silva jr., san francisco, CA
Trees deserve standing.
Frank Joseph Butler, San Francisco, CA
We need redwood trees, not more development.
Lee Collins, Palo Alto, CA
Meri Jaye is my very dear friend and I have shared some wonderful memories in
her beautiful garden next to this massive Redwood tree. I am an Audubon
member and an avid birder. This tree is home and a resting place for many of our
local birds, hummingbirds and our parrots of Telegraph Hill. Please landmark this
magnificent tree for all of us to enjoy for MANY years to come.
Kimberly Goodhope, El Cerrito, CA
To support my mother’s dear friend, Mrs. Jaye and to perserve a beautiful tree in
my favorite city.
Kim Perez, Palm Harbor, FL
Because SanFrancisco is way too cool to cut down this magical tree! Let there be
cool green, clean air, beautiful shade and kind neighbors! Save the Red Wood
tree!
Kellie Anderson, Angwin, CA
The tree is healthy and a landmark!
Gary Goss, San Francisco
I support Meri in her quest to keep this landmark tree. If the tree is maintained,
there will be no danger to others. I live in a Redwood / Douglas Fir forest and
cannot imagine my life without the peace and beauty of the Redwood trees.
Because of the special reason Meri planted this tree, it is absolutely and
unequivocally imperative this tree is saved.
Roberta Duggan, Arcata, CA

The landmark street also needs the landmark tree!
Gail Holmes, Santa Rosa, CA
This can NOT be replaced!
Elaine Becker, Roanoke, VA
I support designating this Redwood as a landmark tree. I do so because of the
significance of its past and to serve as a reminder and inspiration in the future.
Kim Windsor, McKinleyville, CA
Let us pay appropriate regard to a landmark tree growing without disruption for
the last 54 years in a historic neighborhood of San Francisco. The life of this tree,
and the memorial it has stood for should not be disregarded and dispensed of
due to a more contemporary desire to better a view. This is an old historic
neighborhood, Herb Caen, and Louise Jorgorian lived on Lombard Street. The
history of this street is worth preserving. Let’s think about doing the right thing.
Elaine Powell, Aptos, CA
I have admired this Redwood tree for many years. I am sure that this beautiful
tree has also caught the eyes of many of the visitors to the crooked block of
Lombard Street. It also is greatly appreciated by the many birds I have seen in
and around the tree. This Redwood needs to be preserved for our City.
Laura Hall, San Francisco, CA
I’m signing because the sighting of this majestic redwood means I’m close to
seeing my dear friend Meri. This beautiful tree is as lovely as the lady who
planted it. It was planted with great love, and should be treated with the landmark
status it deserves.
Nancy, Cody, WY
I grew up in and around the Bay Area. The love that people have for San
Francisco resides in its own love for things which endure and resonate with a
sense of unexpected beauty and care; but which, because San Francisco is
special, feel obvious. It makes San Francisco special.
Craig Fees, Wormington, United Kingdom
Our Redwoods are an ancient and important part of our ecosystem. This tree has
been around much longer than we have we need to learn to respect the native
plant and animal species and co exist instead of killing everything like a virus
when we live somewhere.
Shannon Staudt, Powell, WY

I’m a believer in Urban Forests, Coast Redwoods, Mrs. Jaye, and Justice!
Matthew Gluck, San Francisco, CA
I know the power of the redwoods to connect us to the natural world. This tree
has an important role for so many who don’t have the opportunity to go to the
forest, but can find a representative in the heart of the city.
Linda Harvey-Hoody, Descanso, CA
Trees are the past and future
Maya Matsumoto, Eureka, CA
I have admired this tree for many years and feel that it deserves to stand on
Montclair to remind us all of our responsibility as caretakers of the natural world.
Eric Noyes, Bzn, MT
I have known Mrs. Meri Jaye for 10 years and have enjoyed this magnificent tree
in her garden for just as long. It is spiritual experience to encounter such a
magnificent tree in the city. I strongly recommend it be preserved for future
generations.
Respectfully submitted, Lawrence Dillon, San Francisco, CA
Meri Jaye is speaking on behalf of the 7 generations yet to be born. She is a
guardian caretaker of this magnificent Sequoia, she understands the Circle of
Life and our relationship with all living beings. This tree is not an inconvenience; it
is a symbol of timeless knowledge, of the continuance of life across generations.
Please honor the generations of life that have coexisted peacefully with this giant
and have the foresight to save it for the generations that will follow us.
Lisa Smith, Lincoln, MT
I’m signing because I support the preservation of historic trees in San Francisco.
Maria Mana, San Francisco, CA
This tree must be respected and saved!!
Gloria Lambert, Wickenburg, AZ
Trees are living beings with a right to exist
Chris Drury, Lewes, United Kingdom
I am signing because trees are an important part of San Francisco and this one,
with its sentimental roots, deserves to be preserved for all.
Meredith Tennent, San Francisco, CA

This precious living thing should be preserved as a gem of the city.
Edward Basham-Witherington, Oakland, CA
I love visiting S.F. and seeing this beautiful tree near Lombard.
Shane Giese, Missoula, MT
This tree is so needed in San Francisco... keep natural beauty, this won’t just
grow again!
Carmen Baraka, Arcata, CA
This tree is a Landmark. It is not ill, nor is it a hazard. It contributes greatly to the
famed beauty of Lombard Street and to the maintenance of urban wildlife. Also,
every tree contributes to combatting global warming and the urban temperature
anomaly problem, and no mature tree should be removed without good reason.
Kathleen Burnham, Piedmont, CA
I love Ms. Jaye; her passion to protect this tree is well placed!
Dustin Riley Nicholson, San Francisco, CA
It is imperative that we save this incredible wonder of nature, that was planted by
an incredible Meria Jaye to honor her family and bring a majestic sense of beauty
of San Francisco. I am honored to support this effort, and encourage each reader
to do the same.
Celia Waters, Atherton, CA
Please approve the request to landmark this wonderful Redwood tree located on
Montclair Terrace. My dear friend, Meri Jaye, planted this tree 54 years ago to
memorialize the tragic loss of her family. She has witnessed this tree grow into
the magnificent beacon of hope, faith and comfort that it provides to everyone
who visits Lombard Street. Permit this grand Redwood to continue to live within
the spirit of love, dignity and grace placed by her caretaker for future generations.
Thank you, Mary Franco, Colorado
San Francisco needs to support this lovely tree and its legacy in their city. Trees
are rare enough especially at this age and size let alone in an urban setting.
Keep this tree alive with love!
Laura Ladendorf, Asheville, NC

Please people stop cutting trees down! The tree was there first! You moved into
this home knowing there was a tree there! If it bothered you, you should have
bought another home! It’s like moving in next to an airport...then trying to get the
airport to be moved????? Really!!! If it bothers you then move!
Bernard St Croix, San Francisco, CA
This tree is history and we need to protect our history.
Martin Gould, San Francisco, CA
Every life form is precious! I can’t believe people are asking for REASONS why
someone tries to save life!
Ljubomir Samardzic, Santa Clara, CA
This regal Redwood is a home and a symbol.
It is history. An ecosystem has developed within and it has provided shelter for
decades. It symbolizes strength and promise for the future. This tree is important
to many species of birds, is integral to the iconic local landscape and to the City.
It has been deemed very healthy by multiple experts and is just entering its prime
of life. San Francisco wisely created a Landmark Tree Program for trees like this
to be identified and preserved.
Supervisor Farrell, we ask that you support the completion of the process to
landmark this tree. Thank you.
Roland Jadryev, San Francisco, CA
A redwood as old as this on is part of the flavor and face of the city. Beyond that,
it is irreplacable as part of the urban ecosystem.
John Hanna, Benicia, CA
I support 110% making this and other important trees “Landmark “ status. It has
value to both avian and humankind. By preserving our trees we protect our
future.
Roberta Weisenburg, Makawao,, HI
Let’s safe keep our environment for us and our future generations, one tree at a
time, let this landmark be proof that we care.
John Swartz, San Francisco, CA

Good evening I am happily signing this petition for a tree that honors Mrs. J’s
family and California. The redwood tree is a symbol of California’s connection
with nature. I have spent many days in her garden admiring the grandeur of this
massive tree and the delicate beautify birds I’ve seen (parakeets, woodpeckers,
robins and other birds). I am sad to think of where those birds would go if they did
not have her tree.
Diana Vergil, richmond, CA
I believe that having the tree there consolidates the sense of history, that people
are about their neighborhoods, and would a living testament to a lovely warmhearted lady. (until recently a buena-vista-north resident).
Keith Sklower, El Cerrito, CA
I saw at least two such trees in the middle of Portland, Oregon. Residents there
love and cherish them and tourists photograph them.
Dominique Jullien, Goleta, CA
The more trees in the city the better. Especially in historic neighborhoods. It very
easy to cut a tree down for short term property value gains, but takes a lot of
years to get something so beautiful to grow back.
Bo Rhyne, San Francisco, CA
We need more trees in San Francisco, and preserving all existing Redwoods
should be everyone’s priority!
Peter Gerhaeuser, San Francisco, CA
I strongly support landmark status for this tree. In our dense urban area, with 2
million visitors annually, this majestic redwood tree provides a beautiful and much
needed glimpse of nature.
Anne Grawemeyer, San Francisco, CA
To me a tree is a life, its a home for many other living creatures and give so
many things to all of us, oxygen, shade, and went he dies we get a use of his
wood, and this case it means so much for this person who planted it in honor to
her beloved family we should consider what this means to her, she is a very kind
person and a lovely lady, Mrs. Lady J, that’s how I call her since I met her she is
always with a smile on her face..
Remberto Rivas, Richmond, CA

The tree “is” the view! It must stay!
Patrick Gaul, Vallejo, CA
This tree honors past lives and should be here for the citizens of the future to
enjoy.
David Arrick, San Francisco, CA
I live in the neighborhood and love old growth.
Will Spendlove, San Francisco, CA
This redwood tree is a living legacy to a woman’s husband and sons and
deserves to be saved for future generations to know love endures!
Liza Reavis, San Francisco, CA
Please give this tree the landmark status that it deserves.
David Prescott, San Francisco, CA
Some things need to remain sacred.
James Rea, San Francisco, CA
Honoring the past while securing the future’s oxygen...
Michael Vanni, San Francisco, CA
I love Mrs. Jaye and her amazing redwood. Please save this beautiful living
healthy tree!
Laird Rodet, San Francisco, CA
This is a truly historic tree and deserves to be enjoyed by future generations.
John Shoemaker, Los Altos, CA
Trees, and especially redwoods, are important to the unique look and feel of San
Francisco
Kevin Bentley, San Francisco, CA
Outstanding exclamation point in our world!
Quock Fong, Saint Helena, CA
What an amazing experience to visit a great Redwood tree right in the middle of
our city!
Christina Hellmich, San Francisco, CA

I have admired this tree for many years. It’s a healthy and stately tree, and adds
so much to the beauty of the neighborhood. For many of the tens of thousands of
tourists who visit the ‘crookedest street’, it may well be the only redwood, or one
of the few redwoods, that they encounter during their brief visit to San Francisco
and California. Save this tree and give it the landmark status it deserves.
Ron Henggeler, San Francisco, CA
This is an irreplaceable landmark and a tribute to Meri Jaye’s family. Please save
a beautiful redwood in the midst of San Francisco.
Barney Jette, Missoula, MT
This exiled San Franciscan (priced out in 2007 after 44 years in The City)
wholeheartedly supports retention of the tree. SF, queen of the Golden West, is
scarcely recognizable now due to the dense, excessive building of past decades.
Let this treasure stand!
Jane Cryan, Oshkosh, WI
We must do everything in our power to preserve this treasure of the Pacific
Northwest.
Ronald Montez, San Francisco, CA
I support the Landmark Tree Program and those people willing to take the time to
protect a valued tree!
nancy wuerfel, san francisco, CA
This tree is magnificent and an integral part of our California landscape; coupled
with the memories that it represents makes this tree cherished by many.
Sally Nordlund, Palo Alto, CA
I lived in the San Francisco area for over 40 years before moving to Reno, and
believe this tree should be preserved for future generations.
Mary Robinson, Reno NV
I care about the preservation of healthy trees in San Francisco.
Nancy Lewis, San Francisco, CA
Coastal redwoods part of the identity of Northern California. They need to be
preserved.
Rob Hayden, San Francisco, CA

Let us all join the neighbors in honoring this magnificent tree with landmark
status! Our support keeps this tree available to be appreciated by present and
future admirers, and respects those who came before us who had the wisdom to
plant this gift of beauty.
nancy wuerfel, san francisco, CA
It is so important to recognize those elements that make our City "livable." That's
why I support this petition
Kathleen Courtney, San Francisco, CA
" I speak for the trees, for the trees have no tongues!" -Dr. Suess
Erin Erickson, Roseburg, OR
I care about the natural environment, the balance between the built and natural
environment, and the soul of the City. There are ALWAYS options available to
make construction projects work within an important existing context.
Mary Gallagher, Daly City, CA
Please landmark this tree for future generations. Thank you.
Chris Parkes, San Francisco, CA
Please preserve our city trees.
Jared Braiterman, San Francisco, CA
I am signing this petition to save the tree because
"A tree that looks at God all day and lifts her leafy arms to pray, a tree that may in
summer wear a nest of robins in her hair" .... but only God can make a tree "
Leave a gift of Nature alone.
Eleanor Martinez, San Jose, CA
Landmark this magnificent specimen on historic Russian Hill so its long story can
be told to generations and it is protected for as long as it lives.
JAN BLUM, San Francisco, CA
This tree is very majestic, along with her elderly homeowner/caretaker. Let's save
this tree for our progeny, and their children.
Alvin Cruz, South San Francisco, CA

This is not only a memorial to the family for whom it was planted, but a living
memorial to remind all who pass it jus how precious it is to share life with a tree
who gives so much and asks for nothing in return.
Jhoanne Loube, San Francisco, CA
This is a landmark tree!
Alan Martinez, San Francisco, CA
This is a beautiful tree.
Daniel Perez, San Francisco, CA
I am signing this petition because I believe this variety of tree needs protection
for survival, and the wildlife that this tree supports is also worthy of protection.
Landmark trees are just as important as landmark buildings. San Francisco is a
leader in supporting worthy causes, and this petition supports the whole idea of
"going green". I lived in San Francisco for many years, on the Panhandle near
Golden Gate Park, and at Gramercy Towers on Nob Hill. My spiritual wellbeing
was enhanced by the green of trees and grounds, not by concrete and housing. I
fully support and trust my friend Mrs. Meri Jaye in preserving this Majestic
Redwood Tree in the heart of the City of San Francisco.
martha bowen, Gloucester, MA
Because I am a huge proponent of trees and green spaces in our City. As hard
as we try to preserve what we have, green spaces and trees continue to shrink
among the asphalt. Please landmark this beautiful redwood.
Robyn Tucker, San Francisco, CA
This is a landmark tree!
Pamela Owen, Manchester, MA
Any Redwood tree should be saved & this one in particular due to it's reason for
planted in memory of loved ones!
karen lazzarini, Tallahassee, FL
Deforestation is the death of Mother Earth. keep this as a sign we care for Mother
Earth
CHERANE PEFLEY, Loxahatchee Groves, FL
I support this cause
Marilyn Robertson, San Francisco, CA

I was in SF this past July and so loved seeing this tree, especially after I visited
so many of the Redwoods & Sequoias trees throughout California. This tree is a
big honor for SF to have, and so amazing to it thriving in a City.
Yes, this is a Landmark Tree!
Alan Martinez, San Francisco, CA
There are so much things happening in the world, that we tend to forgot to keep
what mother nature gave us. This tree is also alive and is not doing anything to
hurt no one but to witness history all these years. Secondly it was of from a
memory of a husband/father that makes this property special.
Angelica Martinez, Millbrae, CA
Saving this tree is a no-brainer! Those thinking of removing this beautiful tree
must have dollar signs for eyes. Shame on you! Save this tree.
Cheryl Haughney, Allentown, PA
This tree is priceless and deserves to be saved!
Jonathan Smith, San Anselmo, CA
Every healthy tree is a benefit to our environment, & redwoods in the city are
wonderful. The tree is unique; a view can be found elsewhere.
Keren Abra, San Francisco, CA
It's important to preserve greenery in our city to make it more livable.
Joyce Frankenberg, San Francisco, CA
I'm signing because I have lived close to this tree for 35 years and it is not only a
Russian Hill Icon but a California one as well. It must be preserved.
Lucretia Rauh, SF, CA
This tree is priceless and deserves to be saved!
Jonathan Smith, San Anselmo, CA
Every healthy tree is a benefit to our environment, & redwoods in the city are
wonderful. The tree is unique; a view can be found elsewhere.
Keren Abra, San Francisco, CA
An elderly friend of mine from Gloucester MA contacted me . Her family lived in
that area 50 years ago and she is very concerned.
Diane Cocchiarella, Niceville, FL

help protect the giant redwood tree, it's anti-pollutant
amor silva, pampanga, Philippines
We met the property owned on our trip to San Francisco. She is lovely. This tree
means a lot to her and I would like to help her get the amazing Redwood tree
registered as a San Francisco Landmark.
Penny LaPointe, Derry, NH
This lovely redwood tree deserves to live and do all it does to uplift, beautify, and
inspire the surrounding community of humans, most of whom were not alive
when its roots first spread. It is a living, glorious tree, and all trees are glorious
and more - they are our friends and ecological allies. We need them now more
than ever. Granting just this one tree a stay of execution, and future protection is
the very least we should do to honor its existence and service and right to
continue living among us.
Jack Gescheidt, Petaluma, CA
We need to cherish each and every special tree in SF - and this one is special for
so many reasons. This gentle giant, planted by its owner over 50 years ago, has
meaning as a memorial, and as a neighborhood landmark, and has been blessed
by native Americans, and wondered at by inner city kids who may never have
experienced it otherwise.
john Callahan, Oakland, CA
To have a coast redwood in the heart of the City is a sight to behold. A treasured
California tree
Nancy Callahan, Oakland, CA
It's important to preserve greenery in our city to make it more livable.
Joyce Frankenberg, San Francisco, CA
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THE REDWOODS (a poem)
The Redwoods
Joseph B. Strauss
Here, sown by the Creator’s hand.
In serried ranks, the Redwoods stand:
No other clime is honored so,
No other lands their glory know.
The greatest of Earth’s living forms,
Tall conquerors that laugh at storms;
Their challenge still unanswered rings,
Through fifty centuries of kings.
The nations that with them were young,
Rich empires, with their forts far-flung,
Lie buried now-their splendor gone:
But these proud monarchs still live on.
So shall they live, when ends our days,
When our crude citadels decay;
For brief the years allotted man,
But infinite perennials’ span.
This is their temple, vaulted high,
And here, we pause with reverent eye,
With silent tongue and awestruck soul;
For here we sense life’s proper goal:
To be like these, straight, true and fine,
to make our world like theirs, a shrine;
Sink down, Oh, traveler, on your knees,
God stands before you in these trees.

http://www.redwoods.infolprintrecord.asp?id=3248
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January 27, 2017
Mr. Mark Farrell
Supervisor, District 2
City Hall
1 Dr. Canton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA

Dear Supervisor Farrell and Landmark Tree Council Members,
I am writing in support of the majestic giant Redwood Tree in
your district located just off Lombard’s crooked street on
Montclair Terrace. We ask that you support the completion of
the process for this special tree to become a City Landmark Tree.
it is important to protect and preserve this great symbol for the
future.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely

Ron Hf

MONTCLAIR TERRACE ASSOCIATION
January 4, 2017
Dan Flanagan, Chair
San Francisco Urban Forestry Council
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, Jr. Place, Room 421
San Francisco, CA 94102
c/o Mei Ling Hui: meiling.hui@sfgov.org
Re:

Alicia Cabrera, Deputy City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, Jr. Place, Room 234
San Francisco, CA 94102
alicia.cabrera@sfgov.org

Objection to Homeowner’s Standing to Nominate 4 Montclair Terrace Coastal
Redwood for Landmark Status; Nomination Proceedings in Violation of Brown Act;
and Unethical Conduct By Certain Council Members

Dear Chairperson Flanagan and Ms. Cabrera:
At the December 9, 2016 hearing of the Urban Forestry Council, the Council considered the
nomination for Landmark status of the coastal redwood tree located at 4 Montclair Terrace.
More than a dozen immediate neighbors of the 4 Montclair Terrace property appeared and
objected to the nomination on many grounds. The Montclair Terrace Association and its
members write to reiterate the objections that are legal in nature to question the propriety of this
nomination and the Council’s consideration of it. Given the Council’s failure to address these
issues at the December 9 hearing, we now request that the City Attorney weigh-in and properly
advise the Council on them.
1.

This Tree Is Not Properly Nominated Pursuant To The Ordinance

As originally set forth in the Association’s letter sent on December 2, 2016 (a week prior to the
Council’s December 9 hearing), the property owners of 40 Montclair Terrace, 33 Montclair
Terrace, 25 Montclair Terrace, and 1040 Lombard Street objected the Council’s consideration of
this coastal redwood tree’s nomination because those owners did not join in that nomination.
The nomination was submitted unilaterally by the property owner of 4 Montclair Terrace, even
though the nominated coastal redwood tree is not contained on her property as required by the
Ordinance. See Public Works Code § 810(b)(1). To the contrary, per submitted arborists’
reports, this tree has roots that extend 50-60 feet from its trunk in every direction—well into
these neighboring properties. It is well settled that, under California law, the parts of a tree, such
as branches and roots, that extend into a property belong to that property owner. See Grandona
v. Lovdal (1889) 78 Cal. 611, 618; Stevens v. Moon (1921) 54 Cal. App. 737, 740. It is obvious
that the Ordinance limited nominations to “property owner whose property contains the subject
tree” to avoid having one property owner essentially circumvent another’s property rights
through the nomination process. The Council did not address this legal issue during the
December 9 hearing, which is not surprising given certain Council members’ admissions that
they had not even read the Association’s December 2 letter.
We also use this opportunity to note that the Council has dealt with this precise issue before, in
connection with the landmarking consideration of a coastal redwood at 455 Chenery Street. The
Council ultimately rejected that nomination after the neighboring homeowner at 461 Chenery
voiced opposition because that tree’s branches and roots extended into his property. The same
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result is warranted here. An extensive legal opinion about this issue was presented by 461
Chenery’s homeowner at that time, and we attached it to the Association’s December 2 letter for
consideration by the Council.
We also bring to the Council’s attention the analogous City procedures governing the
designation of landmark buildings, which confirm that the above interpretation of the Ordinance
is correct. Under the Planning Code, the process to landmark a building may be initiated by the
Board of Supervisors, the Planning Commission, the Art Commission, the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board, or “on the verified application of owners of the property to be
designated or their authorized agents.” San Francisco Planning Code § 1004. The Planning
Code does not allow one property owner to initiate the landmark process for a building, or
portions of a building, on another’s property. Rather, initiation without an owner’s consent is
entrusted to designated public bodies. A tree that is the subject of a landmark nomination should
be treated no differently.
Accordingly, we request that the City Attorney provide the Council with legal guidance
regarding whether the nomination by 4 Montclair Terrace meets the Ordinance’s prerequisite that
the nominated tree be contained by the property nominating it. The Association believes it is
not, and thus the Council must summarily reject the nomination without further consideration.
2.

The Landmark Tree Committee Violated The Brown Act By Holding A Meeting At
4 Montclair Terrace Without Providing Notice To The Public

The Landmark Tree Committee, just like the Council, is subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act,
Gov. Code, § 549501 et seq., because it is a standing committee. See id. § 54952(b). Thus, any
“meeting” of the Committee, which includes “majority of the members of a legislative body at
the same time and place to hear, discuss or deliberate upon any matter which is under the subject
matter jurisdiction of the agency” must comply with the Brown Act’s requirements. See id.
§ 54952.2(a) (emphasis added). Notably, the definition of a “meeting” is in the disjunctive—i.e.,
any hearing or discussion of a matter triggers the requirements of the Brown Act. This definition
also makes it clear that the Committee need not take any action in order for a gathering to be
defined as a “meeting.” As the Committee is well aware by its conduct at City Hall meetings,
the Brown Act requires publication of a notice, agenda, and the ability for any member of the
public to attend and comment. Id. §§ 54954(a), 54954.2(a), 54954.3(a).
It is clear from the reports on this nomination completed by Committee and Council members
Hillan, Hillson, Kida, Short, and Swae, as well as by staff member Hui, that they met on
September 30, 2016 at 4 Montclair Terrace with that property’s owner and the tree’s nominee,
Meri Jaye. Because the Committee provided no public notice in advance, the September 30
meeting of the Committee did not comply with the Brown Act. Accordingly, there was no
opportunity for public comment at that initial meeting on September 30. Nevertheless, at least
some of the committee members made preliminary decisions to approve the landmarking
nomination that day, as evidenced by the written reports they completed. Subsequently, at the
next regular Committee meeting on October 6, 2016—i.e., 6 days after the meeting at
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4 Montclair Terrace—the nomination was approved with little comment by Committee members
other than to reiterate the conclusions apparently formed during their September 30 meeting with
Ms. Jaye at 4 Montclair. This is exactly the type of situation the Brown Act was intended to
avoid—i.e., private meeting with a proponent, followed by a publicly accessible sham meeting to
formally decide what was discussed and essentially decided at the private meeting.
The Brown Act sets forth civil remedies for violations of the Act. These include voiding any
actions resulting from the violation. Id. § 54960.1. We believe that the Council should not only
void the Committee’s decision, but also ask those Committee members to recuse themselves
from further discussion or voting on this particular nomination if they violated the Brown Act.
Accordingly, we request that the City Attorney provide the Council legal guidance regarding
whether to void the Committee’s October 6 approval of the nomination, and whether the
Committee’s members should further recuse themselves from any further deliberation on this
matter.
3.

Ethical Considerations For This Nomination And Going Forward

Article X of the Council’s Bylaws state that Council members shall “refrain from using their
official positions to secure special advantage or benefit for themselves or others.” The discourse
at the hearing on December 9 leads us to the conclusion that certain Council members should
receive further guidance by the City Attorney on the impartial and unbiased decision-making in
which they must engage. It is often the case that volunteers choose to work in an area with
personal appeal and significance to them. But, that reason for joining the Council cannot
override the objectivity that is necessary to accomplish the civic responsibility entrusted to each
Council member.
We are particularly concerned with comments made by Committee and Council member Hillson
regarding this nomination. Her September 30 Evaluation adopted the nominee’s statements
about the historical significance wholesale, without any attempt to verify them. These assertions,
such as “[t]he property on which the tree sits was a stomping ground were William Randolph
Hearst and his playmates danced the Irish jig,” were later shown to be false by examination of
City’s recorded property documents. At the December 9 hearing, she raised those cultural and
historical considerations in support of the nomination, but upon presentations by the
neighborhood showing that these considerations were not met, member Hillson changed her
focus to be “about the tree itself.” Her evaluation and comments at hearings on this nomination
have made clear that she is predisposed to her initial decision in favor of landmarking despite
new information. Of equal concern is her own conflict of interest in that she sought to landmark
a Manzanita in her own backyard in 2008 with the support of the same arborist, Roy C. Leggitt,
who was advocating for Ms. Jaye. Thus, Ms. Hillson appears to have a personal bias in favor of
nominations in general, and a conflict given her personal connection with Mr. Leggitt (her own
arborist) in particular for this nomination. Critically, her comments at the December 9 meeting
stand in stark contrast to member Kida, who assimilated the information presented at that
meeting and decided to no longer support the nomination in light of it.
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We are very concerned with Ms. Hillson’s failure to disclose these apparent personal connections
and biases, and in her steadfast viewpoint despite being presented with new information
undermining the bases for it. Ms. Hillson, and each member of the Council, is responsible for
safeguarding of all San Franciscans’ rights—and not just the person who seeks to turn her tree
into a landmark.
Moreover, the lack of objectivity demonstrated by other Council members in general—having
been swayed by the nominee’s unverified personal story and reasons for the nomination that
were irrelevant to the objective criteria—is also very concerning. We request that the City
Attorney provide legal guidance to the Council and to its members on their duties to all San
Franciscans to prevent their personal biases from affecting the Council’s decision, and to
disclose their personal connections and recuse themselves where necessary and appropriate (such
as where a Council member has had past dealings with nominees or the nomination’s
proponents).
The Association submits that the Council may not further consider the nomination of the coastal
redwood at 4 Monclair Terrace until these threshold legal issues have been resolved. We look
forward to your prompt response.
Best regards,

Kassabian, President

