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City and County of San Francisco 

Commission on the Environment 

Policy Committee* 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES APPROVED 

 

Monday, July 8, 2019, 5:00 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 421 

One Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Jr. Place 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Commissioners Eddie Ahn (Chair), Michael Sullivan and Johanna Wald. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Public comment will be taken before the Committee takes action on any item. 

  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:08 p.m. 

 

Present: Commissioners Ahn and Wald.  Excused: Commissioner Sullivan. 

 

2. Approval of minutes of the June 10, 2019 Commission on the Environment Policy Committee 

meeting. (Explanatory Document: June 10, 2019 Draft Minutes) (Discussion and Action) 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Wald, second by Commissioner Ahn, the minutes were approved as 

amended without objection. (Ayes: Commissioners Ahn and Sullivan. Noes: None. Absent: 

Commissioner Wald.) 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

3. General Public Comment.  Members of the public may address the Committee on matters that 

are within the Committee’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s agenda. 

 

Victoria Gu, Compassionate Bay, discussed San Francisco Climate Action Plan and the 

environmental impacts of the animal agriculture industry. 

 

Rocky Chau, Compassionate Bay, discussed San Francisco’s declaration of a climate emergency 

and the environmental impacts of the animal agriculture industry. 

 

Raul Aldgie, Compassionate Bay, discussed the environmental impacts of the animal agriculture 

industry. 

 



4. Presentation on a Department of the Environment initiative to encourage decarbonization in new 

construction and major renovations in San Francisco. Sponsor: Deborah Raphael, Director; 

Speaker: Barry Hooper, Green Built Environment Team (Discussion) 

 

Deborah Raphael, Director, introduced the item. 

 

Barry Hooper, Green Built Environment Team, discussed emission reductions since 1990, buildings 

leading the way, emission sources in San Francisco buildings, net zero carbon buildings declaration, 

zero emissions buildings in three steps, California public health benefits, California benefits to 

disadvantaged communities, California economic impacts, California opportunity in household real 

income, the challenge, priorities at odds, legal requirements for an energy ordinance, key 

takeaways, time dependent valuation, cost effectiveness in private sector buildings, cost 

effectiveness analyzed for multiple building types, incremental construction cost, what can be done, 

possible options, various San Francisco developments and a developers perspective. 

 

Commissioner Wald asked if it was possible to ban natural gas, developing permitting incentives for 

all electric developments, why the study did not include research on the impact of high-rise multi-

family and whether there was a role for legislators in addressing the issue. 

 

Commissioner Chu asked if there were recommendations from developers that might be worth 

considering and the impacts of existing state code on the Department’s ability to make policy. 

 

Alex Lanceberg, Electrical Construction Industry, discussed the factory building housing industry 

 

5. Update on the Department of the Environment Safe Drug Disposal Program. Sponsor: Deborah 

Raphael, Director; Speaker: Christopher Lester, Special Waste Disposal Analyst (Discussion) 

 

Deborah Raphael, Director, introduced the item. 

 

Christopher Lester, Special Waste Disposal Analyst, discussed why safe disposal for medicine, the 

environmental need for pollution prevention, the public safety need, where medicine should go, 

proof in the pilot program, the Safe Drug Disposal Stewardship Ordinance, the MED-Project 

Stewardship Organization, manufacturers submitting a stewardship plan, requirement of five drop off 

locations per supervisorial district, the 44 medicine drop-off kiosk locations, all 10 police stations that 

participate, mail-back envelopes available by request, accepted medicine types, producers 

required to promote program, challenges, pre-filled injector products and special mail back 

packages, inhalers and aerosols, 73 mail-back envelope distribution locations, disposal options by 

supervisorial district, the Walgreens private program, disposal options by the numbers, the addition of 

disposal options since the pilot program, collection results over time, next steps, a promotion push, an 

emphasis on multi-language outreach and chain pharmacy recruitment. 

 

Commissioner Wald asked about the MED-Project website. 

 

Commissioner Ahn asked why Walgreens does not participate in the MED-Project website and about 

the Walgreens collection model. 

 

Commissioner Chu asked why the length of the pilot was five years. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

6. Director’s Update. Deborah Raphael, Director (Discussion) 

 



Charles Sheehan, Chief Policy and Public Affairs Officer, filled in for Director Raphael and discussed 

the checkout bag ordinance, the budget process, a workshop about possible emergency shut offs 

by Pacific Gas and Electric, a meeting before the Capital Planning Committee, the Focus 2030 report 

and a tour of the company Ample. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

7. New Business/Future Agenda Items. Charles Sheehan, Chief Policy and Public Affairs Officer 

(Discussion and Possible Action) 

 

Charles Sheehan, Chief Policy and Public Affairs Officer, discussed the August Policy Committee 

meeting including discussions on the Reduced Risk Pesticide List and construction and demolition. 

 

Anthony Valdez, Commission Secretary, discussed the Department Hearing on the Integrated Pest 

Management Program on July 10, 2019. 

 

Commissioner Wald discussed the Department newsletter regarding plastic litter reduction 

ordinance. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

8. Adjournment. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 

The next meeting of the Commission on the Environment Policy Committee is scheduled for Monday, 

August 12, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall, Room 421.  

 

** Copies of explanatory documents are available at (1) the Commission’s office, 1455 Market Street, 

Suite 1200, San Francisco, California, 94103 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Photo 

identification is required for entry to the building. (2) on the Commission’s website 

http://www.sfenvironment.org/commission; (3) upon request to the Commission Affairs Manager, at 

telephone number 415-355-3709, or via e-mail at Anthony.E.Valdez@sfgov.org. If any materials 

related to an item on this agenda have been distributed to the Committee after distribution of the 

agenda packet, those materials are available for public inspection at the Department of the 

Environment, 1455 Market Street, Suite 1200, San Francisco, CA 94103 during normal office hours or will 

be made available on the Commission’s website http://www.sfenvironment.org/commission as 

attachments to the agenda or meeting minutes.  

 

Anthony Valdez, Commission Secretary 

TEL: (415) 355-3709; FAX: (415) 554-6393  

 

Posted: August 28, 2019 


