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Subject: Public comment: Commission on the Environment, 7-26-2022, item 7, Climate Ac<on Plan
Date: Monday, July 25, 2022 at 3:00:19 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: Anastasia Glikshtern
To: Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), Ronen, Hillary,

MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Chan, Connie (BOS), Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS), Peskin,
Aaron (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), DorseyStaff (BOS), Mar, Gordon (BOS), Board of Supervisors, (BOS),
Walton, Shamann (BOS)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Commissioners,

At the .me of the climate crisis it is extremely irresponsible to kill 18,500 healthy mature trees for a purely ideological reason - to "convert forested
areas to "na.ve" scrub and grass habitat" . 

As you should know a "na.ve" plant is a plant which has allegedly grown in a given place at some arbitrarily selected point in .me, and likely cannot
grow in the same place anymore (the climate is changing! the examples are abundant!).

Elimina.ng the monstrosity called Natural Resource Management Plan would really help in climate ac.on, and should be easy to do.

Sincerely,
Anastasia Glikshtern
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Subject: Comment on item 7 on the agenda of the Commission on the Environment mee3ng, 7-26-2022 -
Climate Ac3on Plan Implementa3on

Date: Monday, July 25, 2022 at 3:40:08 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: SF Forest
To: Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Peskin, Aaron (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), Board of

Supervisors, (BOS), Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Chan, Connie (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS), Mar, Gordon
(BOS), Ronen, Hillary, DorseyStaff (BOS), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Walton,
Shamann (BOS)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Dear Commissioners,
 
This is the comment from San Francisco Forest Alliance.

We are sure you are aware that:

Trees play a very important role in carbon sequestra@on.

San Francisco's tree canopy is the smallest of any major city in the US.

The City has made a commitment to destroy 18,500 “non-na@ve” trees in public parks,
thousands of trees have been and will be killed on Mount Sutro, and trees are rou@nely
destroyed in San Francisco to accommodate development.

A Climate Ac@on Plan worthy of its name would take these issues into considera@on:

Increasing the city's tree canopy is important.
 It is more important to stop deforesta@on than it is to plant trees because exis@ng trees
store more carbon than newly planted saplings, the stored carbon is released when a tree
is killed, and the survival rate of newly planted trees is not ensured.
Newly planted trees must be irrigated while they are establishing their fungal and root
systems.  Extreme drought makes irriga@on both irresponsible and poten@ally impossible. 
Any plan@ng scheme that does not make a commitment to irrigate is a waste of @me,
money, and effort.
The species of trees selected for plan@ng is more important than the number of trees. 
People with strong preferences for certain species don’t necessarily have the hor@cultural
knowledge to choose species that will be capable of surviving.  For example, everyone
loves redwoods, but they will not survive in a loca@on where they are exposed to salty
ocean winds. 
Since above-ground carbon storage is propor@onal to biomass, species selected for
plan@ng should be trees rather than the shrubs that some people prefer because they are
“na@ve”.
It is important to have a record of trees removed, planted, and survived/not survived aWer
plan@ng



Page 2 of 2

 
We hope the City of San Francisco will par@cipate in the global effort to address the challenges
of climate change in a responsible manner.

We call on you to work on the elimina@on of NRMP which is commiYed to destroy 18,500
mature healthy trees.

 

Thank you,

San Francisco Forest Alliance.

 

San Francisco Forest Alliance is a 501(c)4 organiza@on working to eliminate toxic herbicides
(including Roundup/ Glyphosate) in our parks and watersheds, preserve non-hazardous trees
across the city, preserve public access to parks and open spaces, inform the residents about
these issues, and to insist on transparency in governmental decisions regarding them.  
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