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TO:   San Francisco Commission on the Environment 
FROM:  Chris Geiger, Ph.D., IPM Program Manager,  

Toxics Reduction & Healthy Ecosystems Program 
DATE:  July 13, 2018 
RE: Draft Reduced Risk Pesticide List Submission and Public 

Process Changes 
 

 
This memo includes background on the Reduced Risk Pesticide List for City properties, changes to this year’s public 
review process, a call for written public comment on the draft Reduced Risk Pesticide List (RRPL), an update on other 
current and planned activities by the Department of the Environment’s Integrated Pest Management Program, and staff 
recommendations for action by the Commission. 
 
Background 
San Francisco’s Integrated Pest Management Program was established in 1996, and has a long history of success in 
reducing the use of hazardous pesticide products while improving the effectiveness of management activities for weeds, 
insects, plant diseases, rodents and other pests. It has evolved into a collaborative problem-solving program with 
extensive posting, recordkeeping, and training requirements, along with a science-based set of restrictions on pesticide 
use.  From 2010 (baseline year) through 2017, City departments have reduced the use of hazardous herbicides by 95%. 
The Ordinance only applies to City-owned properties. 
 
As part of its implementation of the Integrated Pest Management Ordinance (Environment Code Chapt. 3), the 
Department of the Environment (SFE) maintains a list of reduced-risk pesticides. These pesticides may be used only as a 
last resort when less hazardous pest management methods are inadequate.  Each year SFE updates the RRPL in a 
series of interdepartmental work meetings with City pest management professionals.  The group reviews each product 
and asks the following questions: 
 

1. Is the product effective? 
2. Is there a safer technique or product available that could be used instead?  
3. Is the product truly necessary to maintain public safety, protect property or preserve habitat? 
 

SFE then modifies the RRPL accordingly and submits the list to the Commission on the Environment for annual review.  
 
SFE also organizes an annual public hearing on pest management activities on City properties.  In past years, this 
hearing has taken place in December, with the revised RRPL usually adopted by the Commission in January or February.   
 
 
Changes to public review process 
Annual hearing: The annual hearing this year will be held in City Hall, Room 416 on July 19, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. (noticed 
separately). At the hearing, City departments are required by ordinance to justify any pesticide use exemptions received 
or the use of any “most restricted” pesticides.  The hearing affords an opportunity for the public to learn about the 
accomplishments of the City’s IPM Program. It is also a venue for IPM professionals to hear the public’s concerns on pest 
management and pesticides. The Department plans to schedule future hearings in the summer months in order to avoid 
holiday scheduling conflicts.  
 
Approval of the RRPL and oral comments: As in past years, the RRPL will be considered and voted on first by the 
Commission on the Environment Policy Committee and then by the full Commission on the Environment. The Department 
welcomes oral comments on the Reduced Risk Pesticide List at the Policy Committee’s August 6, 2018 meeting. 



 
Request for written comment on the RRPL: The Commission on the Environment Policy Committee is now posting the 
draft Reduced Risk Pesticide List as ATTACHMENT A.  As part of their presentation on August 6, SFE staff will prepare 
an Issues and Response Document. Members of the public who have specific feedback on the Reduced Pesticide List 
and would like that feedback to be incorporated into the Issues and Response Document are requested to submit written 
public comments by 5 p.m. on Monday, July 30, 2018. 
 
All written public comment received after July 30, 2018 and all oral public comment given in person will be considered, but 
will not be part of the Issues and Response Document. Additionally, the Department strongly urges members of the public 
to submit written public comments well before 5 p.m. the day before any scheduled public meeting so staff and 
commissioners have sufficient time for review. However, written public comment will be accepted at any time.  
 
 
Planned Activities in 2018-19 
In addition to its routine program activities, SFE’s IPM Program plans to pursue the following activities in the coming year:  
 

1) Complete the “Pest Prevention By Design Guidelines for Landscapes” in collaboration with an interagency 
working group. The goal of these guidelines is to reduce and prevent weed and other pest problems in landscape 
areas by incorporating best practices at the design stage. The draft guidelines were completed in June 2018, and 
final publication is planned by the end of the year. As landscapes are renovated over time, City landscape 
architects and project managers will be able to incorporate these best practices so that fewer pesticides will be 
necessary in the long term. 
 

2) Work to further integrate IPM and pest prevention requirements into all City construction projects.  In 2018, the 
Public Works Department worked with SFE to incorporate IPM template language into its standard specification 
language database for City projects. When City architects, landscape architects or project managers assemble 
bid documents for landscape renovations or other construction projects, standard IPM requirements will now 
automatically be included.  This will prevent unauthorized pesticide use by contractors. 
 

3) Continue to improve pesticide use reporting capabilities and transparency.  In 2018 SFE staff were trained in the 
use of new software (PowerBI) that allows automation of data quality reviews. This should allow for more efficient 
processing of pesticide use data and more prompt posting of use reports. A pilot version of the new automated 
reports is being posted and updated on the Department’s website (data is current through 2018 Q1). 
 

4) Continue trainings for all City pest managers and landscape personnel regarding compliance with the new 
herbicide restrictions.  
 

5) Continue trainings in the use of weed flamers as another alternative to some herbicides. Two such trainings were 
held by the Recreation & Parks Department in 2018. 
 

6) Continue to work closely with the Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development and major low-income 
housing developers to incorporate pest prevention measures into thousands of RAD (Rental Assistance 
Demonstration) Project housing units.  
 

 
Recommendations for Commission Action 
Staff recommend that the Commission on the Environment approve the 7/13/18 version of the Reduced Risk Pesticide 
List (ATTACHMENT A). An updated version of this document incorporating written public comments may be provided at 
the meeting.  The RRPL includes a version of the current “Restrictions on Herbicides” document, formerly entitled 
“Restrictions on Most Hazardous Herbicides.” This document has been updated and clarified based on meetings with City 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Coordinators from multiple agencies and from public comment.  
 
Key changes and rationale:  
Both restrictions and requirements for public notification have been increased in this year’s list. Major changes in the 
“Restrictions on Herbicides” portion include the following: 
 
1) Increased restrictions 

a) Blue dye now required for all herbicides (#1) 
b) Map requirement now applies to any herbicide use where treatment site cannot be readily described by posting 

alone. (#2) 
c) Expanded prohibition on spraying edible berries to all herbicides, and all edible berries. (#5) 
d) Restricted use on green roofs and green walls. (#6) 



 
2) Streamlined format 

a) Eliminated “allowed uses.” The 2017 list included sections for both “General Prohibitions” and “Allowed Uses.” 
This was logically inconsistent and created confusion.  The new format includes “Requirements” and 
“Exceptions.” No restrictions have been relaxed by removing the “allowed uses” section. 

b) Created section for “All Herbicides.” Some of the requirements for Tier I herbicides now apply to any herbicide 
use. (Section A) 
 

3) The Title of the list will now be simplified to “San Francisco Reduced Risk Pesticide List” and dated.  The list will no 
longer be labeled by calendar year. This avoids confusion for list users when the current year’s list has not yet been 
officially approved.  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

A. Draft San Francisco Reduced Risk Pesticide List, including revised Restrictions on Herbicides 


