
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO	  
COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENT	  

POLICY COMMITTEE*	  

MEETING MINUTES APPROVED

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2016, 5:00 P.M.	  
CITY HALL, ROOM 408	  

ONE DR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT JR. PLACE	  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102	  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Commissioners Johanna Wald (Chair), Elmy Bermejo, Lisa Hoyos.	  

ORDER OF BUSINESS	  
Public comment will be taken before the Committee takes action on any item.	  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. The meeting was called to order at 5:21 p.m.

2. Approval of minutes of the September 12, 2016 Commission on the Environment Policy
Committee meeting. (Explanatory Document: September 12, 2016 Draft Minutes) (Discussion
and Action)

Upon a motion by Commissioner Bermejo, second by Commissioner Hoyos, the September 12, 
2016 Commission on the Environment Policy Committee meeting minutes were approved 
without objection (Ayes: Commissioner Wald, Bermejo and Hoyos) 

There was no public comment. 

3. Public Comment.  Members of the public may address the Committee on matters that are
within the Committee’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s agenda.

Anastacia Glikshtern discussed the application of herbicides on Mount Davidson and a rare 
species of butterfly. 

4. Presentation on City agency responses to the Commission on the Environment’s request for
information on reducing herbicide use. (Explanatory Document: City and County of San
Francisco Agency Responses to the 2016 Request for Information on Future Herbicide
Reduction) Sponsor: Deborah Raphael, Director; Speaker: Dr. Chris Geiger, Ph.D., Integrated
Pest Management Program Manager (Discussion)

Deborah Raphael, Director, discussed the previous conversations by the Commission on 
Roundup and the responses from various City departments on usage. 

Dr. Chris Geiger, Ph.D., Integrated Pest Management Program Manager discussed new 
restrictions for herbicide usage, the reduction of in-City use of Tier 1 herbicides, trainings that 
were performed, pilot tests, improving public communication, the Commission on the 
Environment’s request for information, responses by the various City agencies, reductions, costs 
of reductions, difficult situations, the use of alternative methods, contractor compliance, the 



response by the Recreation and Parks Department, use in playing fields, dog parks, children’s 
areas, etc, reduction in use in natural areas and the timeline for the Reduced Risk Pesticide 
List. 

Commissioner Hoyos asked about Tier 1 pesticide usage in parks. 

Director Raphael asked what year glyphosate became a Tier 1 herbicide. 

Commissioner Hoyos acknowledged the progress of the program, asked about the use of Tier 
1 herbicides in Crissy Fields and information on the application of herbicides in the transition 
areas between public and non-public spaces in parks. 

Commissioner Wald pointed out a typo in the next meeting date on the agenda. 

Public Comment: 

Ron Proctor, San Francisco Forest Alliance, played a video for the Commissioners and 
discussed the Recreation and Parks Department’s application of herbicides to native plants. 

Dee Seligman discussed a questionnaire that was distributed to Commissioners, guidelines, 
invasive species and native plants. 

Michael Bale discussed opposition to the spraying of herbicides. 

Doug Johnson, California Invasive Plant Council, discussed support for using integrated pest 
management, research and recategorizing glyphosate. 

Karen Breslin discussed opposition to the use of herbicides and the determination of cost. 

Unidentified speaker (name inaudible) discussed support for performing a risk analysis to assist 
with decision making. 

Terry Oxford discussed the use of insecticides, fungicides and herbicides and the effect on 
pollinators and other species. 

Anastacia Glikshtern discussed opposition to the use of herbicides and the natural areas 
program. 

Commissioner Hoyos asked about the savings from using less herbicides and chemicals and 
establishing an overlay of park usage and herbicide usage. 

Commissioner Wald discussed creating a general map explaining the locations of where 
herbicides are used in parks. 

Commissioner Hoyos expressed interest in receiving a tour of Mount Davidson. 

Director Raphael thanked fellow departments for submitting their data and the public for their 
participation and acknowledged the students in the room. 



Commissioner Wald thanked the members of the public for their participation and suggested 
the Department of the Environment thank the other Departments for their responses to the 
questions from the Commission on the Environment. 

5. Director’s Update. Deborah Raphael, Director (Discussion)

Deborah Raphael, Director, passed on the item since a detailed update had been provided 
to the Commission earlier in the day. 

There was no public comment. 

6. New Business/Future Agenda Items. Guillermo Rodriguez, Policy and Communications 
Director (Discussion)

Guillermo Rodriguez, Policy and Communications Director, recommended cancelling the 
December Policy Committee meeting and discussed staff’s work for the December public 
hearing on the Reduced Risk Pesticide List. 

Commissioner Wald asked if Commissioners could attend the public hearing. 

The Committee discussed the December Policy Committee meeting. 

There was no public comment. 

7. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

The next meeting of the Commission on the Environment Policy Committee is scheduled for 
January 9, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall, Room 421.	  

** Copies of explanatory documents are available at (1) the Commission’s office, 1455 Market Street, 
Suite 1200, San Francisco, California, 94103 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Photo identification 
is required for entry to the building. (2) on the Commission’s website 
http://www.sfenvironment.org/commission; (3) upon request to the Commission Affairs Manager, at 
telephone number 415-355-3709, or via e-mail at anthony.e.valdez@sfgov.org within three business days 
of a meeting. If any materials related to an item on this agenda have been distributed to the 
Commission after distribution of the agenda packet, those materials are available for public inspection 
at the Department of the Environment, 1455 Market Street, Suite 1200, San Francisco, CA 94103 during 
normal office hours or will be made available on the Commission’s website 
http://www.sfenvironment.org/commission as attachments to the agenda or meeting minutes.  

Anthony Valdez, Commission Affairs Manager 
TEL:  (415) 355-3709; FAX: (415) 554-6393 

Posted: January 23, 2017


