Planning Commission Resolution No. 19404
HEARING DATE JUNE 18, 2015

Date:
Project Address:
Zoning:
Block/Lot:

June 18, 2015

46A COOK STREET

RH-2 (Residential House, Two-Family) District
40-X Height and Bulk District
1067/032

RESOLUTION OF INTENT INITIATING THE NOMINATION OF THE NORFOLK
ISLAND PINE (ARAUCARIA HETEROPHYLLA) TREE AT 46 COOK STREET FOR
LANDMARK TREE STATUS PURSUANT TO PUBLIC WORKS CODE SECTION 810(B),
ACKNOWLEDGING THE TEMPORARY DESIGNATION OF SUCH TREE PURSUANT TO
PUBLIC WORKS CODE SECTION 810(D), AND AUTHORIZING OTHER OFFICIAL ACTS
IN FURTHERANCE OF THIS RESOLUTION.
WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 17-06, which amended the Urban
Forestry Ordinance, Public Works Code Sections 801 et seq. concerning landmark and
significant trees. A copy of said Ordinance is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
in File No. 051458 and is incorporated herein by reference; and
WHEREAS, As part of this implementation of Ordinance No. 17-06, the Urban Forestry Council,
after duly noticed public hearings, developed criteria and procedures for the designation and
removal of landmark trees and recommended that this Board of Supervisors adopt such criteria
and procedures. Said criteria and procedures were subsequently adopted by Resolution No.
0440-06 which is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 060487 and is
incorporated herein by reference; and
WHEREAS, Trees provide numerous environmental, social, and economic benefits such as
reducing storm water runoff, reducing energy use, improving air quality, increasing property
values, shading for tenants, and promoting wildlife habitat; and provide residents with a source
of serenity in the inner city; and
WHEREAS, The purpose of this resolution shall be to initiate landmarking proceedings for one
Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla), located on Assessor’s Block 1067, Lot 032; and
WHEREAS, The tree that is the subject of this resolution satisfies many of the designation
criteria in Public Works Code Section 810(f)(4)(A)-(E); now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, The Planning Commission, pursuant to the Public Works Code Section 810(b),
hereby adopts this Resolution of intent to initiate a landmark tree nomination for the Norfolk
Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla) located at 46A Cook Street, Assessor’s Block 1067, Lot 032;
and, be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, This Commission acknowledges the temporary designation of such tree
for landmark tree status pursuant to Public Works Code Section 810(d); and, be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, The Commission directs the Commission Secretary to forward this
Resolution and accompanying documents contained in the file to the Urban Forestry Council,
and due to the urgent nature of the situation, to urge the Urban Forestry Council to
expeditiously complete the landmark tree designation review for the subject tree; and, be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, The Commission urges the Director of Public Works to immediately
notify the affected property owner of the nomination and inform said owner of the special
permit and approval requirements for removal of landmark trees under Public Works Code
Section 810(f) if such notification has not yet occurred.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on
July 2, 2015.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ADOPTED:

Hillis, Johnson, Moore, and Richards
Fong, Wu, Antonini
None
July 2, 2015
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Landmark Tree Nomination
Case Report
Hearing Date:
Project Address:
Zoning:
Block/Lot:
Property Owner:

Staff Contact:
Reviewed By:

July 2, 2015
46 Cook Street
RH-2–Residential House, Two Family
1067/033
Dale T. Rogers Trust
P.O. Box 590814
San Francisco CA, 94159
Jon Swae – (415) 575-9069
jon.swae@sfgov.org
AnMarie Rodgers – Senior Policy Advisor
anmarie.rodgers@sfgov.org

BACKGROUND
On June 18th, the Commission considered whether to approve the nomination of a Norfolk Island Pine
tree located in the rear yard of a private property (46 Cook Street) for landmark status. The Commission
decided to continue the item until the July 2nd hearing. A neighboring resident has completed a landmark
tree nomination application and requested the Commission to consider initiating the nomination and the
landmark tree nomination process. On June 10th, the Director of Public Works issued an Emergency
Protection Order (EPO) temporarily protecting the tree and requiring a permit and review by Public
Works staff of any proposed removal of the tree. The EPO (attached) is currently protecting the tree
during consideration by the Commission on whether to pursue the landmark nomination.
Commission approval of the landmark nomination will NOT grant landmark status to the tree. It will
start the landmark tree nomination and evaluation process (described below). The action before the
Commission is to consider approval of a resolution to nominate the tree on the subject property; thereby
enabling further consideration of landmarking by the Urban Forestry Council (hereinafter “UFC”) and,
upon advice of the UFC, final landmark consideration by the Board of Supervisors.

LANDMARK TREE NOMINATION PROCESS
•

•

Per the Public Works Code (Article 16, Sec 810), trees are capable of being nominated for
landmark designation by the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Historic Preservation
Commission, city department heads or by property owners with a tree of exceptional quality or
significance on their property. Additionally, members of the public may request one of the
authorized nominators above to nominate a tree.
Once nominated, a tree receives protected status throughout the landmark tree evaluation
process. It should be noted that this particular tree has already received protection through an
Emergency Protection Order issued by the Director of Public Works.
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46 Cook Street

Once a nomination is received, the UFC will conduct a formal evaluation of the tree for landmark
status and make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. This process involves the
following:
1. A hearing at the Urban Forest Council’s Landmark Tree Committee where both the
property owner and nominating party will have the opportunity to testify and provide
evidence about the characteristics of the tree that pertain to landmark decisions. The
Landmark Tree Committee will vote on whether to forward the nomination to the full
Urban Forestry Council with either a recommendation to landmark the tree, a
recommendation NOT to landmark the tree, or with no recommendation.
2. A hearing at the full Urban Forestry Council, where the UFC will vote on whether to
forward the nomination to the Board of Supervisors with either a recommendation to
landmark the tree, a recommendation NOT to landmark the tree, or with no
recommendation.
3. Three hearings at the Board of Supervisors including a Committee hearing and two
hearings at the Full Board. The Full Board will vote to make the final decision on whether
to grant landmark status to a tree or not.

TREE & PROPERTY INFORMATION

As of the writing of this case report, City staff have limited information on the tree proposed for
nomination. The nomination application (attached) submitted by the neighboring property owner
includes photos of a Norfolk Island Pine tree of large stature located in a rear yard with a stated
estimated age of 100+ years.
The Planning Department’s Property Information Map indicates that the building (built date of “1900 1”)
located on the parcel is a Type A - Historic Resource. Featured in the book, Here Today: San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage, the text related to the subject property reads, “46 Cook Street (c. 1870) George J. Smith,
a director of the Odd Fellows, planted his estate with many trees which he obtained from the cemetery. Today all that
remains on his property is a one-story Italianate home and carriage house.” 2 San Francisco’s practice of historic
preservation would traditionally protect landscaping on properties identified as known historic resources
where the landscaping is determined to be a significant feature of the property or significant to the setting
of the property. In this case, the property’s designation of “Type A” indicates that property is a known
historic resource but the reference to the significance of the “many trees obtained from the cemetery” in
relationship to the tree proposed for nomination would need further research. Planning Department staff
has determined that no current or proposed projects under the dripline of the tree would be affected by
the nomination. The nomination would not result in any delay or interference with a pipeline
development project.
If the nomination is approved by the Commission, Urban Forestry Council members and Department of
the Environment staff will conduct a site visit to evaluate the tree and conduct a formal evaluation

1

Properties recorded with a built date of 1900 may indicate the actual built date but more likely indicate an

unknown, but early, date of construction.
2

Roger Olmsted & T.H. Watkins, Here Today: San Francisco’s Architectural Heritage (San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1978).
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including assessments of rarity, physical attributes, historical significance, environment and cultural
relevance.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION

Given the property’s historic significance and the images provided in the nomination application, staff
feels the tree is worthy for further evaluation for landmarking by the City’s designated urban forestry
advisory body, the Urban Forestry Council. The Department recommends the Commission initiate the
nomination process for the tree located at 46 Cook Street by approving a resolution stating this.

ATTACHMENTS
A. Landmark Tree Nomination Form (46 Cook Street)
B. Public Works Tree Protection Order (46 Cook Street)
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Dear San Francisco Planning Commission Member,
Thank you for taking the time to give this Landmark Tree Nomination Form for the Norfolk Island Pine
residing at 46 Cook St. your attention.
This cover letter serves to reiterate the importance of timely and immediate action on this issue, should
you choose to participate in the cause. You are the last hope of preserving this final remaining
magnificent tree on the property so we hope your interest will align with that of the folks in this
neighborhood, and city. This particular tree has provided health and well-being to our neighborhood for
over the last century, and preserving it directly aligns with San Francisco's General Plan objective to
maintain the desirable quality and unique character of the city.
The Norfolk Island Pine described in this Landmark Tree Nomination Form shares the property with two
historically landmarked buildings, sharing a priceless piece of San Francisco history and continuously
providing benefits to the local community as described in the form. Additionally, removal of the tree has
been deemed unnecessary by several sources, also described in the attached form.
If you feel as strongly as numerous San Francisco residents about the unnecessary removal of this
historic tree, an immediate nomination to propose landmark status for this tree is necessary. The crews
were on-site all last week and could show up again any day to begin cutting down this tree. The urban
forestry office explained that a nomination will result in the tree being temporarily protected while a
decision is being made.
Additionally, a local television news channel has been alerted of the situation and is prepared to cover
the issue and the organized protest should the tree removal process begin.
We are not asking you to make a decision to save or not save this tree. The city has an established
process to determine what types of trees should be protected. All we ask of you is swift action to
initiate the established process by nominating this tree for review. We trust the process will render
the appropriate decision about whether or not the tree will be landmarked.
Thank you for your time and attention. We look forward to a response as soon as possible.
If any additional information is needed, feel free to reach out to any of the following individuals:
Richard Worn (neighbor and landmark tree form submitter): 415.307.9699
Levi Leavitt (property tenant): 808.635.7959
Jen Leavitt (property tenant): 661.373.6970
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