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Subject: Comment on Item 6 on the agenda of the Commission on the Environment Policy Commi8ee -
Proposed 2022 Reduced Risk Pes@cide List for City proper@es

Date: Sunday, August 7, 2022 at 4:24:01 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: SF Forest
To: Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), Walton, Shamann

(BOS), Ronen, Hillary, DorseyStaff (BOS), Peskin, Aaron (BOS), MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Mar,
Gordon (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), Board of Supervisors, (BOS), Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Chan,
Connie (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS), Iyer, Shoba (ENV)
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 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Commissioners, 

Once again, San Francisco Forest Alliance is poin5ng out that high toxicity herbicides are dangerous, unnecessary, and should never be used. 

Especially by the government agencies, especially by the bodies claiming to be "na5onal leaders in integrated pest management".

From our June 21 2019 post:

"...

Herbicidal chemicals are more toxic, more persistent, more mobile and more dangerous than their manufacturers disclose;
The aesthe5c or ideological “danger” from “weeds” is not a risk to health and welfare;
Scien5fic studies associate exposure to herbicides with cancer, developmental and learning disabili5es, nerve and immune system damage,
liver or kidney damage, reproduc5ve impairment, birth defects, and disrup5on of the endocrine system;
There is no safe dose of exposure to those chemicals because they persist in soil, water, and animal Gssue, so even low levels of exposure
could s5ll accumulate and harm humans, animals, and the environment;
Especially vulnerable individuals include infants, children, pregnant women, the elderly, people with compromised immune systems and
chemical sensi5vi5es;
Toxic runoff from herbicides pollute streams and groundwater, and therefore the drinking water sources;
Herbicides are harmful to pets and wildlife – including threatened and endangered species, plants, and natural ecosystems;
Herbicides are harmful to soil microbiology and contaminate soil into the future, reducing biodiversity in sensi5ve areas.

People have a right not to be involuntarily exposed to herbicides in the air, water or soil that inevitably result from chemical driQ and contaminated
runoff.  With the many court cases against Monsanto regarding Roundup, land managers have been considering reducing the use of this herbicide at
one 5me considered safe. This is not enough. In many cases, other herbicides are being used instead – and these may be even more harmful than the
ones being replaced, albeit with less research available."

We must do beWer by limi5ng synthe5c herbicide use only to those classified as “minimum risk” by EPA."

No meaningful progress was achieved in reduc5on of herbicide use in parks and on watersheds since this post was published. 

The aWached chart (derived from the city records) shows that the Natural Resource Department used more Tier I & II Toxicity herbicides (combined)
in 2021 than at any 5me since the records have been kept.

Sincerely,

San Francisco Forest Alliance 

San Francisco Forest Alliance is a 501(c)4 organiza5on working to eliminate toxic herbicides (including Roundup/ Glyphosate) in our parks and
watersheds, preserve non-hazardous trees across the city, preserve public access to parks and open spaces, inform the residents about these issues,
and to insist on transparency in governmental decisions regarding them.  



Page 2 of 2

--





Page 1 of 1

Subject: Item 6 on the agenda of the Commission on the Environment Policy Commi8ee - Proposed 2022
Reduced Risk Pes@cide List for City Proper@es

Date: Sunday, August 7, 2022 at 5:02:51 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: Anastasia Glikshtern
To: Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Iyer, Shoba (ENV), Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), Ronen,

Hillary, MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Chan, Connie (BOS), Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS),
Peskin, Aaron (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), DorseyStaff (BOS), Mar, Gordon (BOS), Board of
Supervisors, (BOS), Walton, Shamann (BOS)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Commissioners, 

I'm always curious what "pes7cide ban" is talked about in numerous Department of  the Environment and Commission on the Environment
documents. The "ban" amounts to puAng whatever poison you wish into the so-called "Reduced Risk Pes7cide List" and then it is good to go - use it
whenever and wherever you want.

I'm only wri7ng about herbicides. I'm not a biologist or toxicologist, but it is obvious for a lay person that high toxicity herbicides are absolutely
unnecessary. They are used against plants, which are not a vector for diseases, are oHen beneficial for pollinators and can be removed mechanically,
if necessary. No herbicides except "organic" or those classified as "minimum risk" by EPA should ever be used.

No meaningful herbicide restric7ons have been implemented since 2016 (as the resolu7on file claims).

As you should know, France banned all use of synthe7c pes7cides in public spaces in 2017, and banned garden use star7ng in 2019.  If a country can
do it - why cannot a small city like SF quit the poisoning of the environment?

Sincerely,

Anastasia Glikshtern
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