
Page 1 of 2

Subject: Comment on Pes*cides from San Francisco Forest Alliance
Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 at 3:41:04 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: SF Forest
To: Iyer, Shoba (ENV), Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Peskin, Aaron (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), Board of Supervisors, (BOS),

Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Chan, Connie (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS), Mar, Gordon (BOS), Ronen,
Hillary, DorseyStaff (BOS), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Walton, Shamann (BOS)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Dear Sir/Madam,

Once again we are sending our comments emphasizing the self-evident truth that high toxicity herbicides are
dangerous, unnecessary, and should never be used.
 
Especially by the government agencies, especially by the bodies claiming to be "na*onal leaders in integrated pest
management".

Below are the points we have repeated year aber year for many years:

Herbicidal chemicals are more toxic, more persistent, more mobile and more dangerous than
their manufacturers disclose;
The aesthetic or ideological “danger” from “weeds” is not a risk to health and welfare;
Scientific studies associate exposure to herbicides with cancer, developmental and learning
disabilities, nerve and immune system damage, liver or kidney damage, reproductive impairment,
birth defects, and disruption of the endocrine system;
There is no safe dose of exposure to those chemicals because they persist in soil, water, and
animal tissue, so even low levels of exposure could still accumulate and harm humans, animals,
and the environment;
Especially vulnerable individuals include infants, children, pregnant women, the elderly, people
with compromised immune systems and chemical sensitivities;
Toxic runoff from herbicides pollute streams and groundwater, and therefore the drinking
water sources;
Herbicides are harmful to pets and wildlife – including threatened and endangered species,
plants, and natural ecosystems;
Herbicides are harmful to soil microbiology and contaminate soil into the future, reducing
biodiversity in sensitive areas.

People have a right not to be involuntarily exposed to herbicides in the air, water or soil that inevitably result
from chemical drift and contaminated runoff.  With the many court cases against Monsanto regarding
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Roundup, land managers have been considering reducing the use of this herbicide at one time considered
safe. 

This is not enough. In many cases, other herbicides are being used instead – and these may be even more
harmful than the ones being replaced, albeit with less research available.

We have noticed that this year, as well as in 2021, SF International Airport had poisoned the endangered
San Francisco garter snake and red-legged frog habitat with Habitat/imazapyr herbicide. As you know,
there is an 2006 injunction for Protection of California Red-legged Frog from Pesticides
- https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/rl_frog/index.htm prohibiting the use of Imazapyr in red-legged
frogs habitat. We believe you are in violation of this injunction.

Sincerely,
San Francisco Forest Alliance

San Francisco Forest Alliance is a 501(c)4 organization working to eliminate toxic herbicides (including
Roundup/ Glyphosate) in our parks and watersheds, preserve non-hazardous trees across the city,
preserve public access to parks and open spaces, inform the residents about these issues, and to insist on
transparency in governmental decisions regarding them. 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/rl_frog/index.htm___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzo3Yjk4MjcwMDFhMzE3NWJhZTZkNDg5ZWEzY2ZlNTY4Mzo2OmI5NDE6YjhlZDAxOGE5YTEzNDViYWUwYjdmMzAyYmFjNDI2NWJkZTI0MzkwYjdkMWEyYzMzNzgxMzA0OTg1YTI1MWMxNDpoOkY
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Subject: (none)
Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 at 3:46:53 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: R o b i n S h e r r e r
To: Iyer, Shoba (ENV), Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Peskin, Aaron (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), Board of Supervisors, (BOS),

Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Chan, Connie (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS), Mar, Gordon (BOS), Ronen,
Hillary, DorseyStaff (BOS), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Walton, Shamann (BOS)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Dear Decision Maker for San Francisco's Future Health,

Once again we are sending our comments emphasizing the self-evident truth that high toxicity herbicides are
dangerous, unnecessary, and should never be used. 
 
Especially by the government agencies, especially by the bodies claiming to be "naconal leaders in integrated pest
management".

Below are the points we have repeated year ader year for many years:

Herbicidal chemicals are more toxic, more persistent, more mobile and more dangerous than their
manufacturers disclose;
The aesthecc or ideological “danger” from “weeds” is not a risk to health and welfare;
Sciencfic studies associate exposure to herbicides with cancer, developmental and learning disabilices,
nerve and immune system damage, liver or kidney damage, reproduccve impairment, birth defects, and
disrupcon of the endocrine system;
There is no safe dose of exposure to those chemicals because they persist in soil, water, and animal Essue,
so even low levels of exposure could scll accumulate and harm humans, animals, and the environment;
Especially vulnerable individuals include infants, children, pregnant women, the elderly, people with
compromised immune systems and chemical sensicvices;
Toxic runoff from herbicides pollute streams and groundwater, and therefore the drinking water sources;
Herbicides are harmful to pets and wildlife – including threatened and endangered species, plants, and
natural ecosystems;
Herbicides are harmful to soil microbiology and contaminate soil into the future, reducing biodiversity in
sensicve areas.

People have a right not to be involuntarily exposed to herbicides in the air, water or soil that inevitably result from
chemical drid and contaminated runoff.  With the many court cases against Monsanto regarding Roundup, land
managers have been considering reducing the use of this herbicide at one cme considered safe. This is not enough.
In many cases, other herbicides are being used instead – and these may be even more harmful than the ones being
replaced, albeit with less research available.

We have nocced that this year, as well as in 2021, SF Internaconal Airport had poisoned the endangered San
Francisco garter snake and red-legged frog habitat with Habitat/imazapyr herbicide. As you know, there is an 2006
injunccon for ProtecEon of California Red-legged Frog from PesEcides
- hLps://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/rl_frog/index.htm prohibicng the use of Imazapyr in red-legged frogs
habitat. We believe you are in violacon of this injunccon.

Sincerely,

ROBIN SHERRER

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/rl_frog/index.htm___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzo2OTM5NTZjZDVmNGI1OWI1MzEwMWY2ZWI5NDFjYzMyOTo2OmMzNWQ6OGZjODE0ZjZjODhhMmVmM2UwYjZjMmU1MGQ5OWE3ZmIyNTkxYjZjMWY3M2ExYTc0NjE5MjliYmQ4ZDE3Y2E0MjpoOkY
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San Francisco Forest Alliance

San Francisco Forest Alliance is a 501(c)4 organizacon working to eliminate toxic herbicides (including Roundup/
Glyphosate) in our parks and watersheds, preserve non-hazardous trees across the city, preserve public access to
parks and open spaces, inform the residents about these issues, and to insist on transparency in governmental
decisions regarding them. 

R o b i n S h e r r e r  
c: 4 1 5 . 5 3 3 . 6 0 8 3
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Subject: Public comment - Annual Public Hearing Regarding Pest Management Ac7vi7es on City Proper7es,
2022

Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 at 4:31:40 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: Anastasia Glikshtern
To: Iyer, Shoba (ENV), Jue, Tyrone (ENV), Wehner, Kyle (ENV)
CC: Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Peskin, Aaron (BOS), Safai, Ahsha (BOS), Board of Supervisors, (BOS),

Stefani, Catherine (BOS), Chan, Connie (BOS), Preston, Dean (BOS), Mar, Gordon (BOS), Ronen,
Hillary, DorseyStaff (BOS), Melgar, Myrna (BOS), MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Walton, Shamann (BOS)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Dear Kyle,

This is my comment for tomorrow's Annual Public Hearing Regarding Pest Management Ac7vi7es on City Proper7es.
I'm not sure whom it should be addressed to.
Please send it to the par7cipants and include it into the mee7ng minutes.

Thank you very much,

Anastasia Glikshtern

To:  Annual Public Hearing Regarding Pest Management Ac7vi7es on City Proper7es, 2022
 

Comment on item 2, Presentation on Current Citywide Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Initiatives
and Pesticide Use Trends.
a.
I resent the repeated false claims that "San Francisco City staff have been na7onal leaders in integrated pest management (IPM) since the city passed
its Integrated Pest Management Ordinance in 1996". It is known that the 1996 ordinance has been  COMPLETELY reversed in 1997 and replaced with
current policy, which allows the use of any pes7cide as long as it is on "Reduced-Risk Pes7cide List". (The risk is reduced - from what?)  

The city's rou7ne use of high toxicity herbicides is par7cularly egregious. Herbicides are used only on plants, none of which endanger human health,
and many of which, in fact, are beneficial to wildlife. The move to organic land management is long overdue.  There is too much chemical
contamina7on around us without the SF Department of Environment adding to it.

Below is an incomplete list of places far ahead of San Francisco in pest management:

-          The Marin Municipal Water District has been herbicide free since 2005.
-          Most towns in Marin County don't use herbicides at all.
-          In a 2017 pilot project, Marin demonstrated that traffic medians could be maintained without
glyphosate (the only synthe7c herbicide previously used on medians). Marin County will con7nue to
move forward without herbicides on all medians and roadside landscapes.
-          The City of Richmond had completely banned use of herbicides in weed abatement ac7vi7es by
the city or its contractors in 2016.
-          The Town of Fairfax prohibits use of all syntheEc pesEcides in parks, open space parcels and
public rights of way and buildings it owns and maintains, and a neighbor no7fica7on is required prior
to the use of pes7cides on private property.
-          In 2000 the Arcata City Council banned the use of pesEcides on all proper7es owned or
managed by the city, by unanimous vote. (The city hadn’t actually used them since 1986.) 
hjp://www.eastbaypes7cidealert.org/Arcata.html
-          Non-toxic Irvine (Non-toxic Neighborhoods now), started by parents of kids with cancers,
convinced the city of Irvine to switch from regular use of herbicides and toxic fer7lizers to elimina7ng
all of them under all circumstances and adopEng a completely organic pest-management program.
The new program also costs less (even with ini7al investments in soil augmenta7on included), and
water use was reduced by 30%.  hjps://ocweekly.com/how-irvine-became-socals-first-non-toxic-city-
7317638/
-           France banned all use of synthe7c pes7cides in public spaces in 2017, and banned garden use
star7ng in 2019.

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http://www.eastbaypesticidealert.org/Arcata.html___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzowNzE2YjdiZjk1ZGE5NDRlYmFmZTU2NTU3NDVmNGFhNTo2OmI0ZGY6YjU3Njg5NzgzNjBiMzMyYjE3YTQ1YmI4NWVkYTc5YWM3MWFmMjY1MjA3ZGRlN2Q0M2Q5YjhjNWM5NjRlODRlNjpoOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://ocweekly.com/how-irvine-became-socals-first-non-toxic-city-7317638/___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzowNzE2YjdiZjk1ZGE5NDRlYmFmZTU2NTU3NDVmNGFhNTo2OjNmM2Y6N2ZhMGViYzY4OTUwOTM4NTJjZTNmNzI2YmU3NDFmM2I5ZDk3OGRiZDkzMTEzZTAyZDI2ZGYwZThlMjYyZDU0YjpoOkY
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-           France banned all use of synthe7c pes7cides in public spaces in 2017, and banned garden use
star7ng in 2019.
-          In Canada 170 ci7es and towns are pes7cide free.

 b.
This post on San Francisco Forest Alliance site about SFRPD pes7cide use - hjps://sfforest.org/2022/07/09/pes7cide-usage-in-2021-sfrpd-does-
bejer-except-for-nrd/ - demonstrate that "Natural" Resource Department (misnomer, unless you believe that the more chemicals you use the more
"natural" the place becomes) sprayed almost three quarters (72%) of high toxicity herbicides used by RPD (with excep7on of the Harding Golf
Course). It means that our "natural" places are sprayed about 6 7mes more than not-so-natural ( given that NRD land is 1/3 of Rec & Park's). The
NRD's herbicide use trend is - applying more and more of toxins - the 2021 use is the highest since the records have been kept. It would be very
beneficial for the environment if NRD was abolished.   

For many years, since San Francisco Forest Alliance started compiling data, Sharp Park has been off-limits for pes7cides as the red-legged frog and the
San Francisco garter snake habitat .There were maybe 3 or 4 applica7ons over all the years before 2021. In 2021 high toxicity herbicides were used
there 9 7mes. So poisoning the red-legged frog and the San Francisco garter snake habitat is another IPM trend.

In 2021, that changed. In the space of one year, pes7cides were applied 9 7mes. We did an7cipate this would happen as NRD extended its grip on this
park.

 

Comment on item 3, Presentation by Representatives from City departments that Requested
Pesticide Exemptions or Used Pesticides on the “Most Restricted” List in Fiscal Year 2021-
2022.
a. 
As you well know, Imidacloprid is a neonico7noid banned in the EU (although the loophole use con7nues) because it contributes greatly to
decima7on of bees and other pollinators. Claiming that it is necessary (for whatever reason) is akin to saying that lead in paint or gasoline, or DDT
against the bed bugs is necessary (for whatever reason) and must be used. 

b.
For the second year in a row SF Interna7onal Airport/IPM had poisoned the endangered San Francisco garter snake and red-legged frog habitat with
Habitat (imazapyr) herbicide claiming it is done for their benefit. As you know, there is an 2006 injunc7on for ProtecEon of California Red-legged
Frog from PesEcides - hMps://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/rl_frog/index.htm prohibi7ng the use of Imazapyr (among other toxins) in red-
legged frogs habitat. You are in viola7on of this injunc7on.

Sincerely,

Anastasia Glikshtern

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://sfforest.org/2022/07/09/pesticide-usage-in-2021-sfrpd-does-better-except-for-nrd/___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzowNzE2YjdiZjk1ZGE5NDRlYmFmZTU2NTU3NDVmNGFhNTo2OmU4YzE6N2JhZTYyNGE2NzI5MjAxOWVkYWM2MmVkMDJlYWMwZjI3MzNhMmY2NTJiMDFkMDllY2YxZTMxYjIzNmE3ZWI1MzpoOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/rl_frog/index.htm___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzowNzE2YjdiZjk1ZGE5NDRlYmFmZTU2NTU3NDVmNGFhNTo2OjgwZDU6NzI3M2ZkOWY1YWJmY2JjOTM3N2Y1ZDBlNDVjZTYwZDhjY2Q4ZDAxYzNhYTNmNDViYzViMmZkNWRhMDQyN2RiNjpoOkY
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