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Subject: Public Comment for 3/1/21 Mee5ng, Agenda Items 4&5
Date: Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 10:41:37 AM Pacific Standard Time
From: Joshua Klipp
To: Chansler, Ka5e (ENV)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Hi Ka5e,

I'm unable to aSend Monday's Special Commission on the Environment mee5ng, and respecUully submit the
following public comment. 

Agenda Item 4. 
There has been a lot of controversy, lately, regarding how SFRPD chooses to manage our public parks, specifically this
ferris wheel business in Golden Gate Park. I'm not opposed to ferris wheels and fun. I do, however, think that having
a diesel fume-spewing generator running a 150] tall wheel that's lit up like a Christmas tree in the middle of one SF's
largest green spaces probably isn't so great for the environment, birds, bugs, and criSers who are cri5cal to our
ecology, or people who desperately need access to nature. Not to men5on the economic inequity foisted on those
who can't afford a 5cket and aren't fortunate enough to score a free one. You are one of the few Commissions that
has the depth of exper5se to understand this controversy from a scien5fic, environmental perspec5ve. I respecUully
ask that any or all of you weigh in, somehow, and soon, on how our parks can be managed in an environmentally
responsible way for the good of ALL living beings (not just humans). Thank you.

Agenda Item 5.
I read through this resolu5on and started to feel a liSle sick to my stomach. In a city that has declared a climate
emergency, it is unconscionable that we would put the one Department dedicated to gedng us through this
emergency in such financial peril, and do anything to hobble this Department in achieving its mission. It is hard to
understand how, for a city that purports to follow the science, we would leave the funding of the Department of the
Environment to chance when we know we are now about 8 years away from unmi5gated, irreversible climate
change. The Department of the Environment cannot fix climate change, but it's currently our best hope to build a
resilient, sustainable city of the future. I respecUully request you pass this resolu5on but, frankly, I think it does not
go far enough. The Department of the Environment should not only have stable and full funding, its work should be
elevated and all aspects of the Climate Ac5on Plan should be the required work of every other Department in order
for THEIR budgets to be approved. Thank you.

-- 
Josh Klipp, Esq.
Cer5fied Access Specialist with the California Division of the State Architect (CASp-812)
Accessibility for Built and Virtual Environments. made-welcome.com 
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Subject: You need to fund SFE! (Re: COE Item 5, 3/1)
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 6:57:54 AM Pacific Standard Time
From: Gershon Bialer
To: Chansler, KaRe (ENV), Peskin, Aaron (BOS), Haney, MaW (BOS), Breed, Mayor London (MYR),

Raphael, Deborah (ENV)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Chansler and Supervisor Peskin,

Dear Supervisor, Mayor, and Commission on the Environment,

As a your constituent, I am writing to let you know that I was distraught when I heard about the
latest proposed cuts to the Department of the Environment's (SFE) budget. This is moving
entirely in the wrong direction at a time when we should be increasing climate spending, not
decreasing it.

I am therefore asking not just to “make SFE whole”, but also to increase SFE's funding in order
to meet the urgent, life-threatening challenges of climate change, specifically by allocating new
money to SFE to:

* Analyze the costs and resources required to implement an emergency response to the climate
crisis

* Identify durable, long-term funding sources for SFE and the City’s climate action more broadly

* Properly fund staff at the level needed to do this urgent work, so that they can stop spending
25% of their time scraping together grants to implement their programs

* Scope and fund a Clean Energy Building hub to catalyze our zero emissions buildings future

The rapid action we need to address the climate crisis requires expert, flexible planning at the
local level, and that requires consistent, durable funding. The Board of Supervisors unanimously
declared a climate emergency in 2019 -- we need follow through. I am outraged at this ridiculous
system our City has set up, in which the Department of Environment can’t do climate work
without money from other departments or outside grants, because the Board and Mayor have
never made it a funding priority. You need to do better.

We can’t avert climate disaster with hopes and prayers. We need real and increased funding to
deal with this emergency.

Thank you.

Gershon Bialer 



Page 2 of 2

 
 



Page 1 of 2

Subject: You need to fund SFE! (Re: COE Item 5, 3/1)
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 12:35:56 PM Pacific Standard Time
From: Karen Kirschling
To: Chansler, KaNe (ENV), Preston, Dean (BOS), Haney, MaT (BOS), Breed, Mayor London (MYR),

Raphael, Deborah (ENV)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Chansler and Supervisor Preston,

Dear Supervisor, Mayor, and Commission on the Environment,

As a your constituent, I am writing to let you know that I was distraught when I heard about the
latest proposed cuts to the Department of the Environment's (SFE) budget. This is moving
entirely in the wrong direction at a time when we should be increasing climate spending, not
decreasing it.

I am therefore asking not just to “make SFE whole”, but also to increase SFE's funding in order
to meet the urgent, life-threatening challenges of climate change, specifically by allocating new
money to SFE to:

* Analyze the costs and resources required to implement an emergency response to the climate
crisis

* Identify durable, long-term funding sources for SFE and the City’s climate action more broadly

* Properly fund staff at the level needed to do this urgent work, so that they can stop spending
25% of their time scraping together grants to implement their programs

* Scope and fund a Clean Energy Building hub to catalyze our zero emissions buildings future

The rapid action we need to address the climate crisis requires expert, flexible planning at the
local level, and that requires consistent, durable funding. The Board of Supervisors unanimously
declared a climate emergency in 2019 -- we need follow through. I am outraged at this ridiculous
system our City has set up, in which the Department of Environment can’t do climate work
without money from other departments or outside grants, because the Board and Mayor have
never made it a funding priority. You need to do better.

We can’t avert climate disaster with hopes and prayers. We need real and increased funding to
deal with this emergency.

Thank you.

Karen Kirschling 
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Subject: You need to fund SFE! (Re: COE Item 5, 3/1)
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 4:04:08 PM Pacific Standard Time
From: Barbara Jue
To: Chansler, KaOe (ENV), Haney, MaS (BOS), Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Raphael, Deborah (ENV)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Chansler and Supervisor Haney,

Dear Supervisor, Mayor, and Commission on the Environment,

As a your constituent, I am writing to let you know that I was distraught when I heard about the
latest proposed cuts to the Department of the Environment's (SFE) budget. This is moving
entirely in the wrong direction at a time when we should be increasing climate spending, not
decreasing it. We will see a much worse crisis than the pandemic if we fail to do so.

I am therefore asking not just to “make SFE whole”, but also to increase SFE's funding in order
to meet the urgent, life-threatening challenges of climate change, specifically by allocating new
money to SFE to:

* Analyze the costs and resources required to implement an emergency response to the climate
crisis

* Identify durable, long-term funding sources for SFE and the City’s climate action more broadly

* Properly fund staff at the level needed to do this urgent work, so that they can stop spending
25% of their time scraping together grants to implement their programs

* Scope and fund a Clean Energy Building hub to catalyze our zero emissions buildings future

The rapid action we need to address the climate crisis requires expert, flexible planning at the
local level, and that requires consistent, durable funding. The Board of Supervisors unanimously
declared a climate emergency in 2019 -- we need follow through. The people of San Francisco
are energized for concrete action from the Department of Environment, counting on it to do
climate work we demand. City officials have not backed it sufficiently with the required funding
thus gutting its power. You need to change that.

We can’t avert climate disaster with promises to act. We need to act now. We need real and
increased funding to deal with this emergency.

Thank you.

Barbara Jue 
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Subject: You need to fund SFE! (Re: COE Item 5, 3/1)
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 6:58:29 PM Pacific Standard Time
From: Tiphanie Clauet
To: Chansler, KaOe (ENV), MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Haney, MaW (BOS), Breed, Mayor London (MYR),

Raphael, Deborah (ENV)

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Chansler and Supervisor Mandelman,

Dear Supervisor, Mayor, and Commission on the Environment,

As a your constituent, I am writing to let you know that I was distraught when I heard about the
latest proposed cuts to the Department of the Environment's (SFE) budget. This is moving
entirely in the wrong direction at a time when we should be increasing climate spending, not
decreasing it.

I am therefore asking not just to “make SFE whole”, but also to increase SFE's funding in order
to meet the urgent, life-threatening challenges of climate change, specifically by allocating new
money to SFE to:

* Analyze the costs and resources required to implement an emergency response to the climate
crisis

* Identify durable, long-term funding sources for SFE and the City’s climate action more broadly

* Properly fund staff at the level needed to do this urgent work, so that they can stop spending
25% of their time scraping together grants to implement their programs

* Scope and fund a Clean Energy Building hub to catalyze our zero emissions buildings future

The rapid action we need to address the climate crisis requires expert, flexible planning at the
local level, and that requires consistent, durable funding. The Board of Supervisors unanimously
declared a climate emergency in 2019 -- we need follow through. I am outraged at this ridiculous
system our City has set up, in which the Department of Environment can’t do climate work
without money from other departments or outside grants, because the Board and Mayor have
never made it a funding priority. You need to do better.

We can’t avert climate disaster with hopes and prayers. We need real and increased funding to
deal with this emergency.

Thank you.

Tiphanie Clauet 
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Subject: Fund SF Dept. of Energy (Re: COE Item 5, 3/1)
Date: Monday, March 1, 2021 at 10:57:33 AM Pacific Standard Time
From: David Berney Needleman
To: MandelmanStaff, [BOS], Chansler, KaTe (ENV)
CC: Haney, MaW (BOS), Breed, Mayor London (MYR), Raphael, Deborah (ENV),

info@sfclimateemergency.org

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

Dear Supervisor Mandelman, Mayor Breed, and Commission on the Environment,

As a your consTtuent, I was very upset when I heard about proposed cuts to the budget for the SF Dept. of Energy
(SFE). I have been engaging with a variety of proposals for fighTng climate change in SF, including the city's Climate
AcTon Plan, and it is clear that SFE needs more funding, not less to address the urgent threats we face.

I strongly urge you to increase SFE's funding by specifically allocaTng new money to:

Analyze the costs and resources required to implement an emergency response to the climate crisis

IdenTfy durable, long-term funding sources for SFE and the City’s climate acTon more broadly

Properly fund staff at the level needed to do this urgent work, so that they can stop spending 25% of their
Tme scraping together grants to implement their programs

Scope and fund a Clean Energy Building hub to catalyze our zero emissions buildings future

Local leaders and planners are at the vanguard of the fight against climate change, and we need rapid acTon, flexible
planning, and consistent, durable funding. The Board of Supervisors unanimously declared a climate emergency in
2019 but never provided funding to address it, leaving the SFE to get money from other departments or outside
grants. It's Tme to correct this situaTon and put our money where our mouth is in the fight against climate change.

Sincerely,

David Berney Needleman




