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Resolution adopting citywide biodiversity goals and articulating the role of 3 

the Department of the Environment in protecting San Francisco’s natural 4 

heritage. 5 

WHEREAS, San Francisco is located in the California Floristic Province, a 6 

global biodiversity hotspot, and still contains indigenous ecosystems comprised 7 

of many different types of natural ecological communities; and, 8 

 WHEREAS, the City’s open spaces, natural areas, and native habitats 9 

support hundreds of species of indigenous plants and birds, untold diversity of 10 

insects, as well as native mammals, reptiles and amphibians; and, 11 

 WHEREAS, biodiversity loss and climate change are among the most 12 

significant environment challenges facing our planet, and the Living Planet Index 13 

has documented a 58% reduction in vertebrate species diversity since 1970; and, 14 

 WHEREAS, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity designated 2010-15 

2020 the UN Decade on Biodiversity, and the clock is ticking on meeting the 16 

twenty Aichi Biodiversity Targets as part of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 17 

2011-2020, which are “as applicable to cities & subnational governments as they 18 

are to national governments”; and, 19 

 WHEREAS, conservation and restoration of our local natural heritage and 20 

biodiversity are integral to the long-term environmental sustainability of San 21 

Francisco; and, 22 
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 WHEREAS, San Francisco has championed a standing tradition of 1 

wildland and natural resources management and stewardship in its city, state 2 

and national parks, watershed and public trust lands; and, 3 

 WHEREAS, the year 2017 marks the 20th Anniversary of the 4 

Sustainability Plan for the City of San Francisco; and, 5 

WHEREAS, in order to fulfill the vision and goals of the 1997 Sustainability 6 

Plan, the Commission on the Environment articulated a significant commitment to 7 

biodiversity in 2011; and, 8 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, in 2014, approved the new 9 

Recreation and Open Space Element of the General Plan, which included a 10 

Biodiversity Objective; and, 11 

WHEREAS, in 2016 the Board of Supervisors passed a resolution urging 12 

City Departments, including the Department of Environment, to conduct 13 

education and outreach to foster knowledge and appreciation of San Francisco’s 14 

pollinators and their interconnected role in the City’s natural ecosystems; and, 15 

WHEREAS, in December 2016, the Recreation and Parks Commission 16 

approved the Natural Resources Management Plan and the Planning 17 

Commission certified its Final Environmental Impact Report; and, 18 

WHEREAS, various City Departments, in collaboration with communities 19 

and non-profit organizations are conserving local biodiversity, connecting San 20 

Franciscans to nature in the City, and actively bringing San Francisco’s 21 

indigenous natural heritage into the built environment through implementation of 22 

the Green Connections Plan, the Urban Forest Plan, the Stormwater Ordinance, 23 
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the Integrated Pest Management Ordinance, the Sidewalk Landscaping Permit, 1 

the Street Parks Program, and the Yerba Buena Island Habitat Management 2 

Plan, among other initiatives; and, 3 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Environment Biodiversity Program has 4 

served as a hub for various citywide biodiversity projects, including, the San 5 

Francisco Plant Finder; the Cities Connecting Children to Nature Plan; the Urban 6 

Sustainability Directors Network Urban Biodiversity Inventory Framework; the 7 

Nature in the City Map and Guide; consulting with other City agencies regarding 8 

their biodiversity policies and practices; cataloguing programs and best practices 9 

of the City’s myriad efforts on behalf of local biodiversity; and promoting other 10 

City Departments’ efforts; and, 11 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Environment has led an effort in 12 

collaboration with other City Departments to develop a refined set of 13 

consolidated, citywide biodiversity goals to more clearly guide City Departments, 14 

as well as private stakeholders and project sponsors, in their contributions to 15 

local nature and biodiversity; now, therefore, be it, 16 

RESOLVED, The Commission on the Environment adopts the following 17 

citywide biodiversity vision and goals:    18 

1. Biologically Rich Ecosystems:  Restore and maintain robust and 19 

interconnected habitats, natural areas, open spaces, watersheds, and urban 20 

forests that support a rich web of life, including rare species; 21 
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2. Equitable Access, Awareness and Experience of Nature: Connect all 1 

residents, workers, and visitors with green streets, parks, and natural habitats 2 

every day; 3 

3. Community and Ecological Stewardship:  Empower people and partnerships 4 

to promote, cultivate and restore nature in every neighborhood; 5 

4. Ecological Planning and Design: Incorporate multi-functional greening into all 6 

vertical, horizontal and open space development, with a priority on creating 7 

diverse wildlife habitat; 8 

5. Resilience in a Living City:  Leverage local natural systems to support San 9 

Francisco’s adaptation into a climate-protected and ecological city. 10 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission on the Environment urges 11 

the Department of the Environment to realize the five biodiversity goals by 12 

employing the following strategies and programs, among others: 13 

1. Continue to serve as the San Francisco hub and resource for City 14 

government and the community at large for local biodiversity initiatives, 15 

programs, and practices; 16 

2. Lead interagency initiative to develop, align, and implement plans, policies, 17 

guidelines, trainings, and other strategies to achieve biodiversity goals; 18 

3. Work with City Departments, the Presidio Trust, the National Park Service, 19 

non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders to produce a citywide 20 

inventory of the City’s biodiversity, and to develop key indicators for 21 

ecosystem health; 22 
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4. Promote biodiversity in major development projects, such as Treasure and 1 

Yerba Buena Islands and in Bayview-Hunter’s Point, among others; 2 

5. Facilitate the application of Bay-Friendly Landscaping and environmentally 3 

healthy integrated pest management practices; 4 

6. Lead the Department’s Pollinators Program and expand the use of the San 5 

Francisco Plant Finder online tool; 6 

7. Support biodiversity-based greening of the built environment through 7 

collaborative implementation of the Green Connections Plan, the Urban 8 

Forest Plan, and others by cultivating community, business, and agency 9 

participation; 10 

8. Cultivate and participate in relevant local-to-international networks to share 11 

San Francisco’s urban biodiversity best practices and glean lessons learned. 12 

I hereby certify that this Resolution was adopted at the Commission on the 13 

Environment’s Meeting on __________. 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 
____________________________________ 18 

Anthony Valdez, Commission Affairs Manager 19 

Vote:    20 

Ayes:     21 

Noes:     22 

Absent:  23 

 24 
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