
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An important message from the City and County of San Francisco 

Commercial Lighting Efficiency Ordinance 
 
 
Attention commercial building owners and managers: 
 
San Francisco’s Commercial Lighting Efficiency Ordinance has just become effective. The new 
law requires that fluorescent lighting in commercial buildings meet a specific efficiency standard 
no later than December 31, 2011.  
 
 
All commercial buildings are required that 4-foot or 8-foot linear fluorescent lamps and ballasts 
system must be 81 lumens per watt of electricity consumed.  This standard is most typically met 
with T-8 lamps and electronic ballasts.  In addition, lamps installed after December 31, 2011 
must also meet the mercury content standard: each 4-foot linear fluorescent must not exceed 5 
mg and each 8-foot linear fluorescent lamp must not exceed 10 mg of mercury.   
 
Any commercial building owner or manager who fails to comply may be subject to fines, fees 
and liens. The Department of Building Inspection will not sign off on permits in non-compliant 
buildings.  
 
Lighting in San Francisco’s commercial buildings typically accounts for approximately 40 
percent of the buildings’ total electricity consumption.  When combined with rebates that often 
cover most of the cost of the lighting retrofit project, replacing older fluorescent lighting often 
have payback periods of less than 12 months.  Also, reducing electricity use helps the City meet 
its greenhouse gas and energy security goals. 
 
To help building owners comply, the Department of the Environment will provide assistance that 
best suits each building. The San Francisco Energy Watch program offers free 
comprehensive energy efficiency services and financial incentives to commercial buildings for 
energy efficiency upgrades. The Program, funded by California ratepayers, is a partnership 
between Pacific Gas and Electric Company and the Department of the Environment. For more 
information or to schedule an appointment, call San Francisco Energy Watch hotline at 
415.355.3769 or visit www.sfenergywatch.org.  
 
For any additional questions visit SFEnvironment.org, email Environment@sfgov.org, or call 
355-3700. 
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