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COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO  

STEVEN KREFTING, VICE PRESIDENT LINDA RICHARDSON 
REBECCA EVANS ROBERT K. WERBE 

 

Resolution No. 005-99-COE   March 15, 1999 

[LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND] 

URGING FULL AND PERMANENT FUNDING OF THE U.S. LAND & WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND 

 WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has been a 
cornerstone of conservation and recreation, using revenues from offshore oil and gas 
leases to preserve wilderness, wetlands, and refuges, protect habitat, create parks and 
open spaces and enhance recreation opportunities for more than 30 years; and 

 WHEREAS, since the early 1980’s the majority of LWCF funds, authorized at 
$900 million, were diverted to programs unrelated to parks, conservation and recreation; 
and, 

 WHEREAS, combined estimates from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management total a 
$7 billion backlog to meet current land acquisition needs; and 

 WHEREAS, President Clinton and a key group of bipartisan leaders in the 106th 
Congress are advocating initiatives that would reinvest revenues from Outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS) oil and gas leases, on a permanent basis, to ensure long-term funding for 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund and its urban companion, the Urban Park and 
Recreation Recovery Program (UPARR),  now therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Commission on the Environment requests 
that the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco urge Congress to 
pass legislation to restore and revitalize federal funding for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund with the following guiding principles: 

 Full and permanent funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); 

 An equitable allocation of funding for LWCF’s Federal and State components; 

 A revived Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPAAR) Program that is 
substantially funded and includes land acquisition authority;
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 A provision ensuring permanent and automatic annual funding for LWCF and 
UPARR; and 

 Consistency with the goals of protecting and restoring the nation’s natural 
environment, native habitats, and historic, cultural, and public recreation resources;  

That the original purpose of the Land and Water Conservation Fund is a long-
term investment of non-renewable resources, specifically off-shore oil and gas revenues 
to protect America’s natural resources and enhance recreational opportunities;  

That the legislation have no incentive for additional offshore oil or gas leasing,  
exploration or development but should continue to be governed solely by existing law 
and procedures and does not allow funds to be used for environmentally damaging 
activities; 

and, be it 

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission on the Environment requests that 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco transmit copies of this 
policy to each California member of the House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. 

I hereby certify that this resolution was adopted by the Commission on the Environment at its 
meeting of March 15, 1999. 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Christopher Chow 
Commission Secretary 

Ayes:  Commissioners Evans, Krefting, Richardson, and Werbe. 
Noes:  None 
Absent:  None. 
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